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2. Dominican Republic

Act 66-07, 22 May 2007"

National Congress
on behalf of the Republic

CONSIDERING that the maritime delimitation of the Dominican
Republic should be carried out in accordance with the best interests of the
nation and in conformity with the rules governing the international law of the
sea and with geomorphologic, terrestrial, marine and underwater features;

CONSIDERING that the marine resources and assets of the seabed and
its subsoil in themselves constitute a potential for national development that
should be enhanced by the Dominican State;

CONSIDERING that Act No. 186 of 13 September 1967 on maritime
delimitation contains defects related to universally accepted jurisdictional
areas which undermine our sovereignty and limit our possibilities of gaining
access to marine sources that are vital to economic development;

CONSIDERING that the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea is a valid instrument that defines marine areas and their features;

CONSIDERING that maritime areas themselves and the riches contained
therein are vital sources for national development;

CONSIDERING that on various occasions in the past there have been
attempts to alienate part of the national territory, in contravention of the
principles of the Constitution of the Republic;

CONSIDERING that the extension of the territorial sea at the same time
implies a need to recalculate the extent of the other marine areas, especially
the exclusive economic zone;

CONSIDERING that it is necessary to establish institutions and to accept
resources to research, quantify, conserve and make rational use of the riches
contained within the territorial sea and exclusive economic zone;

CONSIDERING that the proposal to assume the status of an archipelagic
State, presented to the National Congress by marine expert Carlos Antonio
Michelén, has been duly considered and studied by two committees in the
Chamber of Deputies and submitted for public discussion, and has also been
endorsed by the most qualified international bodies in that field, thereby
proving its validity under international law;

GIVEN the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea;

! Transmitted through a note verbale from the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic dated 23 October 2007
addressed to the Secretary-General. Original: Spanish.
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GIVEN article 5 of the Constitution of the Republic.
HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING LAW:

Article 1. The Dominican Republic shall hereby be declared an
archipelagic State.

Article 2. The archipelago of the Dominican Republic is formed by the
western part of the island of Santo Domingo, or Hispaniola, and by an
extensive array of 150 smaller islands whose names and locations are stated in
this Act, a large number of reefs and low-water elevations, the Montecristi
Bank, with its centre at Lat. 19° 59.806’ N, and Long. 071° 36.194’; Mouchoir
Bank (Banco del Pafiuelo), with its centre located at Lat. 20° 55’ N and Long.
070° 45” 00” Lat. 20° 57 00” N and Long. 070° 38” 00” W; Silver Bank, with
its centre located at Lat. 20° 32’ 30” N, and Long. 069° 42° 00” W; Banco
Innominado, with its centre located at 20° 21.343” and Long. 069° 04.929° W,
with its centre located at Lat.; Navidad Bank, with its centre located at Lat.
20° 01’ 00” N, Long. 068° 51’ 00” W; Banco del Caballo with its centre
located at Lat. 18° 06.082° N and 068° 44.246° W; the Silver, Navidad, Beata
and Alto Velo Straits, and the Beata Ridge adjoining the Barahona peninsula,
other natural elements and the waters that connect them.

Article 3. The sovereignty of the Dominican Republic, as an archipelagic
State, extends to the waters enclosed by the archipelagic baselines drawn,
regardless of their depth or distance from the coast, as well as the airspace
over the archipelagic waters, and to their bed and subsoil and the living and
non-living resources contained therein.

Article 4. The waters enclosed by archipelagic baselines shall be called
archipelagic waters.

Article 5. In accordance with the rules of international law, the
Dominican Republic respects the right of innocent passage through its
archipelagic waters and superjacent airspace, without prejudice to the right of
the Dominican State to designate passage routes and closing lines of its
internal waters.

Article 6. The following are internal waters under the full sovereignty of
the Dominican Republic: the bays of Manzanillo, comprising the coastal area
lying between the median line of the mouth of the Massacre River, in Dajabén,
and Punta Manzanillo; Rincén, between Cabo Cabron and Cabo Samani;
Samana, between Cabo Samana and Cabo San Rafael; Yuma, between Punta
Espada and Punta Aljibe; Andrés, between Punta Magdalena and Punta
Caucedo; Ocoa, between Punta Salinas and Punta Martin Garcia; Neyba,
between Punta Martin Garcia and Punta Averena, and Aguilas, between Cabo
Falso and Cabo Rojo.

Additional paragraph: The internal waters of the Dominican Republic
shall be considered archipelagic waters, subject to the jurisdiction of the
Dominican State.

Article 7. The following shall be considered historic bays: Santo
Domingo, the area enclosed between Cabo Palenque and Punta Caucedo, and
the Escocesa, the area between Cabo Francés Viejo and Cabo Cabron. The
waters that enclose them shall be considered internal waters.

Article 8. The archipelagic baseline from which the breadth of the
territorial sea, the contiguous zone and the exclusive economic zone shall be
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measured is comprised of segments of straight lines that join the points whose
geodesic coordinates are as follows:

(1) 19°42'07"N 71°45'29" W Outer limit of the Masacre river;

(2) 19°52"00" N 71° 52" 08" W Cayo Arenas 11.67 continues at low
tide to the following point;

(3) 19°52'27"N 71°51' 53" W Cayo Arenas

(4) 20°54'"36"N 70° 57" 54" W Mouchoir Bank 80.05 continues at
low tide to the following point;

(5) 20°58"60"N 70° 44’ 31" W Mouchoir Bank continues at low
tide to the following point;

(6) 21°06"14"N 70° 31’ 28" W Mouchoir Bank

(7) 20°53"07"N 69° 53" 19" W Silver Bank 38.00 continues at low
tide to the following point;

(8) 20°39'02"N 69° 28" 59" W Silver Bank;

(9) 20°30'07"N 69° 20’ 07" W Banco Innombrado 12.16 continues
at low tide to the following point;

(10) 20°30"07"N 69°20' 07" W Banco Innombrado;

(11) 19°54'55" N  68° 45’ 09” W Navidad Bank 48.09 continues at
low tide to the following point;

(12) 19°50"31" N  68°43’ 40" W Navidad Bank;
(13) 18°38" 19" N  68°19' 15" W Cayo Cabo Engafio 75.54;
(14) 18°35"50" N  68°19'21" W Cabo Engano 2.48;

(15) 18°06'37" N  68° 34’ 15" W Isla Cuidado 32.37 continues at low
tide to the following point;

(16) 18°06'37" N  68°34' 15" W Isla Cuidado;

(17) 18°06'32" N  68°34' 33" W Isla Saona 0.30 continues at low tide
to the following point;

(18) 18°08" 12" N  68°45'30" W Punta Laguna;
(19) 18°13'34" N 70° 09’ 30" W Punta Palenque 80.15;

(20) 17°28" 18" N 71° 38’ 11" W Isla Alto Velo 95.86 continues at
low tide to the following point;

(21) 17°28'39"N  71° 38’ 57" W Isla Alto Velo;
(22) 17°37'37"N  71°41' 25" W Isla Los Frailes 9.22;

(23) 18°01'54" N 71° 45' 36" W Punta Frontera de Pedernales 24.53
(Datum: WGS 84).

Additional paragraph: These points are geodesic points and shall be
adjusted to the corresponding values subject to in situ verification by the
Dominican State.

Article 9. The breadth of the territorial sea of the Dominican Republic is
12 nautical miles measured from the archipelagic baseline in the direction of
the high seas.
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Article 10. The sovereignty of the Dominican Republic extends to the
territorial sea, the seabed and subsoil and the living and non-living resources
contained therein, as well as to the airspace over the territorial sea.

Article 11. The Dominican Republic, in accordance with international
law, respects the right of innocent passage through its territorial waters and the
superjacent airspace, without prejudice to the right of the Dominican State to
designate passage routes.

Article 12. The Dominican Republic does not regard as innocent passage
through its archipelagic and territorial waters, or its superjacent airspace, the
movement of vessels and aircraft containing cargo consisting of radioactive
substances or highly toxic chemicals which may be used as instruments of
mass destruction or to cause serious harm to human health or the environment.

Article 13. The contiguous zone includes the marine area contiguous to
the territorial sea extending 24 nautical miles measured from the archipelagic
baseline in the direction of the high seas. The Dominican Republic shall
exercise jurisdiction over this zone as provided in the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (Montego Bay).

Article 14. An exclusive economic zone is hereby established, consisting
of the marine area adjacent to the outer limit of the contiguous zone and
extending up to 200 nautical miles measured from the archipelagic baseline in
the direction of the high seas. The outer limit of the exclusive economic zone
is defined by a set of straight lines connecting points whose geodesic
coordinates are the following:

42 07 " N 71 ° 45 " 29 "W
42 07 " N 71 ° 45 " 29 "W
42 37 " N 71 ° 46 21 "W
43 07 " N 71 © 47 12 "W
43 " 36 " N 71 48 " 03 "W
44 " 06 " N 71 48 " 54 "W
44 " 36 " N 71 49 " 46 "W
45 " 06 " N 71 ° 50 " 37 "W
45 " 35 " N 71 ° 51 " 28 "W
46 " 05 " N 71 52 " 19 "W
46 " 35 " N 71 ° 53 11 "W
47 04 " N 71 54 02 "W
47 " 34 " N 71 54 " 53 "W
48 " 04 " N 71 55 " 44 "W
48 "33 " N 71 ° 56 " 36 "W
48 " 48 " N 71 57 "0l "W
49 " 03 " N 71 57 Y27 "W
49 "33 " N 71 ° 58 " 18 "W
50 02 " N 71 ° 59 " 09 "W
50 32 " N 72 00 "0l "W
51 )| " N 72 00 12 "W
52 29 " N 72 ° 00 23 "W
53 " 28 " N 72 ° 00 " 34 "W
54 27 " N 72 ° 00 " 46 "W
55 25 " N 72 ° 00 Y "W
56 24 " N 72 ° 01 " 08 "W
57 23 " N 72 ° 01 20 "W
58 21 " N 72 01 " 31 "W
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01 " 40 " N 72 ° 56 " 54 "W
01 42 " N 72 ° 59 " 58 "W
01 " 45 " N 73 03 "0l "W
01 47 " N 73 ° 06 " 05 "W
01 " 49 " N 73 ° 09 " 08 "W
01 52 " N 73 ° 12 12 "W
01 " 54 " N 73 I . "W
01 " 56 " N 73 18 " 18 "W
01 " 58 " N 73 21 22 "W
02 "0l " N 73 24 25 "W
02 " 03 " N 73 °27 " 29 "W
13 " 16 " N 73 © 23 " 29 "W
36 02 " N 73 ° 15 22 "W
09 21 " N 73 03 " 29 "W
49 " 03 " N 72 49 20 "W
49 " 60 " N 72 ° 48 " 60 "W
50 " 00 " N 72 48 " 60 "W
49 " 03 " N 72 ° 05 " 29 "W
49 " 03 " N 72 ° 05 " 29 "W
01 54 " N 71 45 " 36 "W
01 " 40 " N 71 ° 45 " 34 "W

(Datum: WGS 84)

Additional paragraph: These boundary points are geodesic points and
may be adjusted to their corresponding values subject to in situ verification by
the Dominican State.

Article 15. The Dominican Republic shall exercise jurisdiction over the
exclusive economic zone as provided for in the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (Montego Bay).

Article 16. There shall be established a statutory body known as the
National Maritime Authority, whose main function is to oversee the research,
conservation and exploitation of living and non-living resources of the sea,
seabed and subsoil. It shall also be responsible for domestic and international
representation on all matters concerning the sea, its use and rights pertaining
thereto.

Additional paragraph: It shall be a national priority to prepare a register
of the living and non-living, renewable and non-renewable resources of the
superjacent waters, seabed and subsoil in the exclusive economic zone, as well
as salvage operations with respect to treasures from ancient sunken vessels
within the exclusive economic zone which constitute part of the national
cultural heritage.

Article 17. The National Maritime Authority governing the exclusive
economic zone shall be led by a collegial body whose membership shall be as
follows:

(a) Chairman, appointed by the Executive Branch, holding the rank of
Secretary of State;

(b) State Secretary for Industry and Commerce;

(c) Dominican Port Authority;
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(d) State Secretary for the Environment and Natural Resources;
(e) Navy.

Additional paragraph I. Revenue budget and the Public Expenditures Act
shall provide, on an annual basis, for the funds necessary for the operations of
the National Maritime Authority.

Additional paragraph II. A multisectoral advisory committee shall be
established as a deliberative body to participate in the decision-making
process, acting at the request of the Chairman of the National Maritime
Authority. The committee shall consist of representatives of the Navy, the
Dominican Naval League, the Autonomous University of Santo Domingo,
private universities, the Academy of Sciences of the Dominican Republic and
business associations.

Article 18. The Navy and Armed Forces of the Dominican Republic shall
coordinate and support the defence and monitoring plans established by the
National Maritime Authority.

Article 19. Each year a commemorative month shall be designated
between 13 March and 14 April to promote the dissemination of information
about the sea and its resources.

Article 20. The geodesic points established in the present Act correspond
to the maritime areas of the Dominican Republic, the archipelagic baselines
and the baselines that delimit the exclusive economic zone, as shown in the
attached map.

Article 21. The Dominican State shall initiate the appropriate processes
for resolving delimitation issues pending with third States, in accordance with
the principles established in the present Act.

Article 22. The National Maritime Authority shall elaborate the relevant
regulations to enforce the present Act.

DEROGATIONS

Article 23. This Act shall repeal and replace Act No. 186 of 13
September 1967 on the Territorial Sea of the Dominican Republic and its
amendments, as well as any other Act that runs counter to its provisions.

DONE in the Chamber of Deputies, the National Congress at Santo
Domingo de Guzman, National District, capital of the Dominican Republic, on
4 April 2006, 163rd Year of Independence and 143rd Year of the Restoration.

Alfredo Pacheco Osoria, President
Severina Gil Carreras, Secretary
Josefina Alt. Marte Duran, Secretary

Subject: Act concerning the declaration of the Dominican Republic as an
archipelagic State

DONE in the Senate of the National Congress at Santo Domingo de
Guzman, National District, capital of the Dominican Republic, on 26 July
2006; 163rd Year of Independence and 143rd Year of the Restoration.

Andrés Bautista Garcia, President

Enriquillo Reyes Ramirez, Secretary
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Pedro José Alegria Soto, Secretary

Exercise the powers conferred on Leonel Fernandez Reyna President of
the Dominican Republic by article 55 of the Constitution of the Republic,

I PROMULGATE this Act and order that it be published in the Gaceta
Oficial for the purposes of information and observance.

DONE at Santo Domingo de Guzman, National District, capital of the
Dominican Republic, 22 May 2007; 164th Year of Independence and 144th
Year of the Restoration.

Leonel Fernandez Reyna





