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Divisions and Subdivisions)

NAFO CONVENTION AREA
(Showing Scientific and Statistical Subareas.

NAFO is the RFMO responsible for
managing the fish stocks (except salmon,
tuna and sedentary species) in the NW
Atlantic outside the EEZs of Coastal States
(FAO Statistical Area 21).

Biological Resources under NAFO Regulation
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NAFO Structure
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Joint Com-SC working groups:

Working Group on the
Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries Management (WG-
EAFFM)

* Working Group on Risk-Based

Management Systems (WG-

— -f\‘\ = s Group on Ecosystem
‘ ——— = Assessment and Advice
— — (WG-ESA)
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Commission Commission Request for
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Contracting Parties:
September National Research Labs
Fishery Data
Surveys
Additional information

Scientific council Working

Scientific Council:
Formulation of Advice
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Background

\ 2008 — NAFO Resolutlon to give effect to the amended NAFO Conventlon S
objective of incorporating an ecosystem approach to fisheries management
pending its coming-into-force.



The NAFO Ecosystem Approach ‘Roadmap’
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Tier 1: Ecosystem production model
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Tier 1: Ecosystem production model

Catches relative to Total Catch Index (TCl)

Grand Bank (3LNO)

Catch/TClI Ratio
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The NAFO Ecosystem Approach ‘Roadmap’
next steps towards implementation
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 Workshop outcomes to be considered by WG-EAFFM
13-16 August

e WG-EAFFM Recommendations to Commission
September 2022



NAFO's Precautionary Approacn Framework
to Fisheries Management
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PA framework adopted by NAFO for advising

Fishing Mortality

Stock Biomass
The darker the shade, the greater the risk of stock collapse




WG and External Experts PAF Tasks 0 0
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Mapping objectives ToOR 1A, ¢, g

SC and RBMS review

Structural Aspects/Uncertainty & Risk
Workshop (PAF proposal)

SC and RBMS review

Commision discussion
Implementation guidelines
Workshop (Implementation and RP)
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Comparison of the NAFO PA framework with other jurisdictions. a)
Canada, b) Australia, c) NAFO, d) New Zealand, e ) ICES, f) a
generalize Kobe plot used in many international organizations.
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ldentifying VME Species and
Elements

Species

- Canyons

Elements

Large-sized sponges
Stony Corals

Gorgonian corals

Sea pens

Tube-dwelling anemones
Erect bryozoans

Sea lilies

Sea squirts

Seamounts




NAFO Measures to Protect VMEs




NAFO Fishing Footprint

NAFO Bottom Fishing

D RegulatoryArea

Footprint

Exploratory Protocol

historical fishing tracks
1987-2008.

Plans to fish outside the
footprint are subject to
prior Scientific Council
evaluation and Fisheries
Commission approval.

Fishing outside footprint
subjected to strict

Exploratory Fisheries

Protocol.




VMEs - Current NAFO closures

NAFO Bottom Fishing
- VME areas closed to bottom fishing

- Seamount areas closed to bottom fishing * \
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bottom fishing is prohibited — 7
all seamounts at fishable
depth (i.e. shallower than

4000 metres) are now closed.
Currently 372,201 km? of the

NAFO RA is closed to bottom
fishing.”

*UTM NAD83 Zone22N projection



Revision of NAFO Seamount
closures in 2021

NAFO 2018 Seamount Closure Areas
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Overview of WGESA 2021 Proposed
Seamount Closures




Area Restrictions on Bottom Fishing

NAFO Bottom Fishing
Footprint
Exploratory Protocol
- Closed to bottom fishing

E RegulatoryArea

and seamount closures.

Approximate % of NRA:

e VME/Seamount closures — 14.0%

. Exploratory area— 81.6%
. Fishable area —4.4%




Closing Remarks
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measures on other ocean act|V|t|es (e g deep sea
mining, oil and gas activities)

e Nevertheless these closures should be taken into
account by other ocean actors.
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