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REF: COMM/UN/2015/ DATE: 20 January 2015

TO: Division for Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea
Office Legal Affairs
United Nations
New York

RE: FEEDBACK ON THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL REGARDING DRAFT
RESOLUTION A/69/L.29, “OCEANS AND THE LAW OF THE SEA”

Dear Sir
I acknowledged receipt of your said request. Below please find SEAFO response regarding
developments in the implementation of the said resolution:

Executive Summary

The South East Atlantic Fisheries Organization (SEAFO) is actively implementing measures to ensuring
the long-term conservation and sustainable use of all living marine resources in the South East
Atlantic Ocean, and to safeguarding the environment and marine ecosystems in which the resources
occur. SEAFO MCS System was adopted in 2012, to strengthen compliance and port State
control. The Commission has a joint IUU Vessel listing agreement with several other RFMO’s. A new
Conservation Measure on Bottom Fishing Activities and Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems in the SEAFO
Convention Area was adopted in 2014.

Furthermore, taking cognisance of document A/69/L.29, the Commission recognises the relevant
provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982; the
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks
and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, 1995; and taking into account the FAO Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the
High Seas, 1993 and the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 1995.

SEAFO recognising the duties of States to cooperate with each other in the conservation and
management of living resources in the South East Atlantic Ocean and is dedicated to exercising and
implementing the precautionary and eco-system approach in the management of fishery resources.
The Scientific Committee’s recommendations on resources conservation and management to the
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Commission are based on the best available scientific information. Eleven areas has been closed to
fishing in order to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems

Furthermore, the Commission has established a special requirements fund to assist developing States
with the implementation of the Convention.

0] Information regarding relevant activities of SEAFO
Capacity-building

Para 25. Acknowledges the importance of capacity-building for developing States, in particular the
least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as coastal African States, for the
protection of the marine environment and the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources;

Para 219. Encourages States and international organizations, including through bilateral, regional and
global cooperation programmes and partnerships, to continue in a sustainable and comprehensive
way to support, promote and strengthen capacity-building activities, in particular in developing
countries, in the field of marine scientific research, taking into account, in particular, the need to
create greater taxonomic capabilities;

Response:
The Commission recognizing the economic and geographical considerations and the special

requirements of developing States, and their coastal communities, for equitable benefit from living
marine resources as depicted in Article 21 of the Convention

ARTICLE 21. RECOGNITION OF THE SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS OF DEVELOPING STATES
IN THE REGION

1. The Contracting Parties shall give full recognition to the special requirements of developing States
in the region in relation to conservation and management of fishery resources and the development
of such resources.

2. In giving effect to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of conservation and management
measures for stocks covered by this Convention, the Contracting Parties shall take into account the
special requirements of such developing States, in particular:
(a) the vulnerability of developing States in the region which are dependent on the exploitation of
living marine resources, including for meeting the nutritional requirements of their populations or
parts thereof;

(b) the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale
and artisanal fishers and women fishworkers; and

(c) the need to ensure that such measures do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a
disproportionate burden of conservation action onto developing States in the region.
3. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate through the Commission and other subregional or regional
organisations involved in the management of fishery resources:
(a) to enhance the ability of developing States in the region to conserve and manage fishery
resources and to develop their own fisheries for such resources; and
(b) to assist developing States in the region which may fish for fishery resources, to enable them to
participate in fisheries for such resources, including facilitating access in accordance with this
Convention.

4. Cooperation with developing States in the region for the purposes set out in this article shall
include the provision of financial assistance, assistance relating to human resources development,



technical assistance, transfer of technology, and activities directed specifically towards:
(a) improved conservation and management of the fishery resources covered by this Convention
through collection, reporting, verification, exchange and analysis of fisheries data and related
information;

(b) stock assessment and scientific research; and

(c) monitoring, control, surveillance, compliance and enforcement, including training and capacity-
building at the local level, development and funding of national and regional observer programmes
and access to technology and equipment.

The Commission has approved the establishment of a Special Requirements Fund (SRF) during the
2009 annual meeting. The principals, guidelines and operational procedures for the SRF are available
on the SEAFO webpage www.seafo.org. Both Norway and the EU have contributed to the SRF.
Colleagues from one developing State had already benefited from capacity building using funds from
the SRF.

IX Marine environment and marine resources

Para 199. Reaffirms paragraph 119 of resolution 61/222 of 20 December 2006 regarding ecosystem
approaches and oceans, including the proposed elements of an ecosystem approach, means to
achieve implementation of an ecosystem approach and requirements for improved application of an
ecosystem approach, and in this regard:

(a) Notes that continued environmental degradation in many parts of the world and increasing
competing demands require an urgent response and the setting of priorities for management actions
aimed at conserving ecosystem integrity;

(b) Also notes that ecosystem approaches to ocean management should be focused on managing
human activities in order to maintain and, where needed, restore ecosystem health to sustain goods
and environmental services, provide social and economic benefits for food security, sustain livelihoods
in support of international development goals, including those contained in the Millennium
Declaration, and conserve marine biodiversity;

(c) Recalls that States should be guided in the application of ecosystem approaches by a number of
existing instruments, in particular the Convention, which sets out the legal framework for all activities
in the oceans and seas, and its implementing Agreements, as well as other commitments, such as
those contained in the Convention on Biological Diversity95 and the World Summit on Sustainable
Development call for the application of an ecosystem approach by 2010, and in this context
encourages States to enhance their efforts towards applying such an approach;

(d) Encourages States to cooperate and coordinate their efforts and take, individually or jointly, as
appropriate, all measures, in conformity with international law, including the Convention and other
applicable instruments, to address impacts on marine ecosystems within and beyond areas of national
jurisdiction, taking into account the integrity of the ecosystems concerned;

Para 202. Encourages competent organizations and bodies that have not yet done so to incorporate
an ecosystem approach into their mandates, as appropriate, in order to address impacts on marine
ecosystems;

Response: Commission recognizing the importance of the application of the precautionary approach
as reflected in the Convention:

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PRINCIPLES
In giving effect to the objective of this Convention, the Contracting Parties, where appropriate
through the Organisation, shall, in particular:

(a) adopt measures, based on the best scientific evidence available, to ensure the long term

conservation and sustainable use of the fishery resources to which this Convention applies;
(b) apply the precautionary approach in accordance with article 7;
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ARTICLE 6. THE COMMISSION
3. (g) manage stocks on the basis of the precautionary approach to be developed in accordance with
article 7;

ARTICLE 7. APPLICATION OF THE PRECAUTIONARY APPROACH

1. The Commission shall apply the precautionary approach widely to conservation and management
and exploitation of fishery resources in order to protect those resources and preserve the marine
environment.

2. The Commission shall be more cautious when information is uncertain, unreliable or inadequate.
The absence of adequate scientific information shall not be used as a reason for postponing or failing
to take conservation and management measures.

3. In implementing this article, the Commission shall take cognisance of best international practices
regarding the application of the precautionary approach, including Annex Il of the 1995 Agreement
and the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 1995.

Marine biodiversity

Para 222. Calls upon States and international organizations to urgently take further action to address,
in accordance with international law, destructive practices that have adverse impacts on marine
biodiversity and ecosystems, including seamounts, hydrothermal vents and cold water corals;

Response:

The Commission has adopted in 2014 a Conservation Measure on Bottom Fishing Activities and
Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems in the SEAFO Convention Area

Conservation Measure 29/14 on Bottom Fishing Activities and Vulnerable Marine
Ecosystems in the SEAFO Convention Area

The Commission hereby adopts the following conservation measure pursuant to articles 6 and 7 of
the Convention:

Article 1. Objective

1. The objective of this Conservation Measure is to ensure the implementation by SEAFO of
effective measures to prevent significant adverse impacts of bottom fishing activities on vulnerable
marine ecosystems that, based on the best available scientific information known or likely to occur in
the Convention Area.

2. This Conservation Measure takes into account SEAFQO’s responsibility as a regional fisheries
management organization to adopt measures with regards to bottom fishing activities in the
Convention Area which contribute to fulfill the key objectives of the UN General Assembly Resolutions
on the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems.

3. For the purpose of this Conservation Measure, SEAFO will take into account the guidance
provided by the FAO in the framework of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and any
other internationally agreed standards, as appropriate.

Article 2. Use of terms

For the purpose of this Conservation Measure:



(a) ‘bottom fishing activities’ means fishing activities where the fishing gear is likely to contact
the seafloor during the normal course of fishing operations;

(b) “encounter” means any encounter with a VME indicator species above threshold levels as set
out in Annex 6. Any encounter with a VME indicator species or merely detecting its presence
is not sufficient to identify a VME. That identification should be made on a case-by-case basis
through assessment by the Scientific Committee;

(©) “existing bottom fishing areas” means the portion of the Convention Area where bottom
fishing has historically occurred since 1987 as set out in Article 4;

(d) “exploratory bottom fishing” means all commercial bottom fishing activities outside area
closures and existing bottom fishing areas, or fisheries within existing bottom fishing areas
when a new fishing method and/or strategies are attempted to be used;

(e) “significant adverse impact” has the same meaning and characteristics as those described in
paragraphs 17-20 of the FAO International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-Sea
Fisheries in the High Seas;

0] “VME indicators” are those species and indicator units included in Annex 6; and

(9) “vulnerable marine ecosystems”, hereafter VMES, has the same meaning and characteristics
as those contained in paragraph 42 with its Annex and paragraph 43 of the FAO Guidelines
for the Management of Deep-Sea Fisheries in the High Seas.

Article 3. Regulation of bottom fishing activities

The Commission shall, taking account of the advice provided by the Scientific Committee, as well as
data and information arising from reports pursuant to Article 8 adopts conservation and management
measures to prevent significant adverse impacts on VMEs. Such measures may include:

(a) allowing, prohibiting or restricting bottom fishing activities;
(b) requiring specific mitigation measures for bottom fishing activities;
© allowing, prohibiting or restricting bottom fishing activities with certain gear types, or changes

in gear design and/or deployment; and/or

(d) any other relevant requirements or restrictions to prevent significant adverse impacts on
VMEs.

Article 4. Existing bottom fishing areas

Based on information concerning bottom fishing activities in the period of 1987 to July 2011, there
are hereby established existing bottom fishing areas as set out in Annex 1. The Executive Secretary
shall update Annex 1 following decisions by the Commission pursuant to Articles 6, paragraph 8.

Article 5. Area closures for the protection of VMEs

1. Fishing activities shall be prohibited in the areas set out and within the coordinates as defined
in Annex 2.
2. Within the areas referred to in paragraph 1 Contracting Parties intending to conduct fisheries

research and basic marine science activity, which shall exclude exploratory bottom fishing pursuant to
Article 6 shall notify the Executive Secretary of their intended research programmes, taking account



of Article 206 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, The Executive Secretary shall forward
such notifications to all Contracting Parties as well as to the Scientific Committee.

3. In the case where an existing bottom fishing area square overlaps with a closed area, the
existing bottom fishing area square is deemed to be closed.

Article 6. Exploratory bottom fishing

1. Prior to undertake exploratory bottom fishing, Contracting Parties shall gather relevant data
to facilitate assessments of exploratory bottom fishing by the Scientific Committee. Such data should
preferably include data from sea-bed mapping programmes, i.e. data from echo-sounders, if
practicable multi-beam sounders, and/or other data relevant to the preliminary assessment of the risk
of significant adverse impacts on VMEs.

2. The relevant Contracting Party shall forward to the Executive Secretary a Notice of Intent to
undertake exploratory bottom fishing at least 60 days prior to the proposed start of the fishery. The
Notice of Intent shall be accompanied by the following information:

(a) harvesting plan, which outlines target species, proposed dates and areas and the type of
bottom fishing gear to be used. Area and effort restrictions shall be considered to ensure that fishing
occur on a gradual basis in a limited geographical area;

(b) mitigation plan, including measures to prevent significant adverse impact to VMEs that may
be encountered during the fishery;

(© catch monitoring plan, including recording/reporting of all species caught;

(d) a sufficient system for recording/reporting of catch, detailed to conduct an assessment of
activity, if required;

(e) data collection plan to facilitate the identification of VMEs in the area fished;
And make every effort to also include the following information:

)] fine-scale data collection plan on the distribution of intended tows and sets, to the extent
practicable on a tow-by-tow and set-by-set basis;

(9) plans for monitoring of bottom fishing activities using gear monitoring technology, including
cameras if practicable; and

(h) monitoring data obtained pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article .

3. The Notice of Intent along with the accompanying information shall be forwarded to the
Executive Secretary. Then the Notice of Intent will be evaluated by the Scientific Committee and the
Commission during their respective annual meetings. If need be, this process can be done by
correspondence allowing Scientific Committee 30 days for scientific evaluation and an additional 30
days for the Commission to approve the proposal.

4. Exploratory bottom fishing shall only commence after having been assessed by the Scientific
Committee and approved by the Commission.

5. Preference shall be given by the relevant Contracting Party to exploratory bottom fishing
using fishing gear and methods with the least bottom contact, in well-mapped areas and at times
when impacts are likely to have the least adverse impacts on organisms other than the target species.



6. The relevant Contracting Party shall ensure that vessels flying their flag conducting
exploratory fishing have a scientific observer on board. Observers shall collect data in accordance
with a VME Data Collection Protocol set out in Annex 4.

7. The relevant Contracting Party shall provide promptly a report of the results of such activities
to the Executive Secretary for circulation to all Contracting Parties. It shall ensure that the data,
which derives from exploratory bottom fishing, will be made available to the Scientific Committee.

8. The Commission shall review the assessments undertaken in accordance with Article 7 and
the results of the fishing protocols implemented by the participating fleets. The Commission may
decide to authorise new bottom fishing activities based upon the results of exploratory bottom
fishing, taking due account of the rules and procedures set out in Annex 5. Areas where such new
bottom fishing activities are authorised shall be defined as “existing bottom fishing areas” pursuant to
Article 4.

Article 7. Assessment of proposed exploratory bottom fishing activities

1. Each Contracting Party proposing to undertake exploratory bottom fishing shall submit to the
Executive Secretary, in addition to the Notice of Intent, a preliminary assessment of the known and
anticipated impacts of the proposed bottom fishing activity as described in Annex 3.

2. The Executive Secretary shall promptly forward the assessment to all Contracting Parties and
the Scientific Committee. The elaboration of the assessment shall be carried out in accordance with
guidance developed by the Scientific Committee, or, in the absence of such guidance, to the best of
the Contracting Party’s ability. The Scientific Committee shall, either at its next session or through
correspondence, undertake an evaluation, in accordance with the precautionary approach, of the
submitted documentation, taking account of the risks of significant adverse impact on VMEs. Such
evaluation shall take place no later than 30 days following the date of submission of the Notice of
Intent.

3. The Scientific Committee shall undertake an evaluation of the impact assessment, according
to procedures and standards it develops, and provide advice to the Commission as to whether the
proposed bottom fishing activity would have significant adverse impacts on VMEs and, if so, whether
mitigation measures would prevent such impacts. The Scientific Committee may use in its evaluation
additional information available to it, including information from other fisheries in the region or similar
fisheries elsewhere. The Commission shall, within 30 days of receiving this advice, either give or
withhold its approval for the proposed bottom fishing activities.

Article 8. Encounters with possible VMEs

1. Each Contracting Party shall ensure that fishing vessels flying their flag abide by the following
rules, where, in the course of bottom fishing activities, evidence of VMEs is encountered:

(a) fishing vessels shall quantify catch of VME indicators;

(b) if the quantity of VME indicators caught in a fishing operation (such as trawl tow or set of a
longline) is beyond the thresholds defined in Annex 6, the following shall apply:

() if an encounter is discovered the vessel master shall cease fishing and move away atleast 2
nautical miles from the end point of the trawl tow in the direction least likely to result in further
encounters;



(i) if an encounter is discovered in connection with other bottom fishing gears the fishing vessel
shall cease fishing and move away at least 1 nautical miles from the position that the evidence
suggests is closest to the exact encounter location, defining a buffer area with a 1 nautical mile
radius. The master shall use his or her best judgment based on all available sources of information;
and

(iii) the master shall report the incident, including the “track” or position determined under sub-
paragraphs (i) and (ii), without delay to its flag State, which shall forward the information to the
Executive Secretary immediately. Contracting Parties may if they so wish also require their vessels to
report the incident directly to the Executive Secretary.

2. The Executive Secretary shall immediately inform all Contracting Parties, and archive the
information received pursuant to paragraph 1, and shall at the same time implement a temporary
closure outside existing fishing areas.

3. In order to assess accurately the position and the extent of the VME encountered in terms of
paragraph 1 of this article, sea bed mapping, preferably, should be carried out using echo-sounders,
and if practicable multi-beam sounders. The result of any mapping shall be submitted to the Scientific
Committee for its evaluation and advice. This advice shall be forwarded to the Commission and
contribute to the basis for a decision by the Commission to reopen or close such areas.

4. The Scientific Committee shall examine the temporary closure at its next meeting or by
correspondence. If the Scientific Committee advises that the area has sufficient evidence of a VME,
the Executive Secretary shall request Contracting Parties to maintain the temporary closure until such
time that the Commission has acted upon the advice from the Scientific Committee. If the Scientific
Committee evaluation does not conclude that the temporary closed area has sufficient evidence of a
VME, the Executive Secretary shall inform Contracting Parties which may re-open the area to their
fishing vessels.

Article 9. Repeals

Conservation Measures 26/13 and Conservation Measure 18/10 are herewith repealed.

Annex 1 - Existing bottom fishing areas

A. All gears

Latitude and longitude of the existing bottom fishing areas:

Division AO

Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -11 -6
2 -11 -5
3 -12 -5
4 -12 -6




1 -9 -6
2 -9 -5
3 -10 -5
4 -10 -6

Division Al

Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -11 -1
2 -11 0
3 -12 0
4 -12 -1
5 -11.9 -1
6 -11.58 | -0.6667
7 -11.257 -1
1 -7 1
2 -8 1
3 -8 0
4 -6 0
5 -6 2
6 -7 2

Division B1

Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -20 8
2 -20 10




3 -21 10
4 -21 8
1 -27 5
2 -25 5
3 -25 6
4 -24 6
5 -24 8
6 -23 8
7 -23 9
8 -24 9
9 -24 8
10 -25 8
11 -25 7
12 -27 7
Division CO
Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -32 -3
2 -32 -2
3 -32.3 -2
4 -32.04 -3
Division C1
Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -33 2

10



2 -31 2
3 -31 3
4 -30 3
5 -30 4
6 -31 4
7 -31 3
8 -33 3
1 -31 8
2 -31 9
3 -32 9
4 -32 8
Division DO
Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -48 -14
2 -47 -14
3 -47 -12
4 -48 -12
1 -48 -11
2 -47 -11
3 -47 -9
4 -46 -9
5 -46 -6
6 -47 -6
7 -47 -7
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8 -48 -7
9 -48 -9
1 -45 -2
2 -44 -2
3 -44 -3
4 -43 -3
5 -43 -2
6 -42 -2
7 -42 -1
8 -45 -1
1 -44 1
2 -42 1
3 -42 3
4 -44 3
Division D1
Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -50 5
2 -49 5
3 -49 6
4 -48 6
5 -48 7
6 -46 7
7 -46 11
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8 -47 11

9 -47 12
10 -48 12
11 -48 10
12 -49 10
13 -49 9
14 -50 9

B. Set longlines

Latitude and longitude of the existing bottom fishing areas for set longlines:

Division DO

Coordinate | Lat Long
1 -42 -3
2 -42 -2
3 -43 -2
4 -43 -3
1 -41 0
2 -41 2
3 -42 2
4 -42 0
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Figure 1 — Composite map of existing bottom fishing areas
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e Area: (Africana seamount), Number 8 on the attached map — considered to be
unexploited.
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32°08's 14°18'W

DIVISION C1

e Area: (Vema Seamount), Number 6 on the attached map — considered to be slightly
exploited.
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e Area: (Unnamed Seamounts), Number 18 on the attached map — considered to be
slightly exploited.
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Figure 2 — Area closures
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Annex 3

Assessment of Exploratory Bottom Fishing Activities

Assessments should address, /inter alia:

(a) type(s) of fishing conducted or contemplated, including vessels and gear types, fishing
areas, target and potential by catch species, fishing effort levels and duration of fishing (harvesting

plan);

(b) best available scientific and technical information on the current state of fishery resources
and baseline information on the ecosystems, habitats and communities in the fishing area, against
which future changes are to be compared;

(© identification, description and mapping (geographical location and extent) of VMEs known or
likely to occur in the fishing area;

(d) identification, description and evaluation of the occurrence, character, scale and duration of
likely impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed fishery on VMEs in the fishing area;

(e) data and methods used to identify, describe and assess the impacts of the activity, the
identification of gaps in knowledge, and an evaluation of uncertainties in the information presented in
the assessment;

) risk assessment of likely impacts by the fishing operations to determine which impacts on
VMEs are likely to be significant adverse impacts; and

(9) mitigation and management measures to be used to prevent significant adverse impacts on
VMEs and the measures to be used to monitor effects of the fishing operations.

Annex 4

VME Data Collection Protocol

Observers on fishing vessels in the SEAFO Convention Area who are deployed pursuant to Article 6,
paragraph 7 of this Conservation Measure shall:

1. Monitor any set for evidence of presence of VMEs and the identify coral, sponges and other
organisms to the lowest level possible.

2. Record the following information for identification of VMEs: vessel name, gear type, date,
position (latitude/longitude), depth, species code, trip-number, set-number, and name of the
observer on datasheets.

3. Collect representative biological samples from the entire VME catch. (Biological samples shall
be collected and frozen when requested by the scientific authority in a Contracting Party). For some
coral species that are under the CITES list this will not be possible and for these species photographs
should be taken.

4. Provide samples to the scientific authority of a Contracting Party at the end of the fishing trip.
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Annex 5

Rules and procedures for opening of new fishing areas

1. It is required to have exploratory fishing data within a specified area without reaching the
VME threshold to open that area for fishing:

@ two years of data within 5 year period for an area (<2000m) adjacent to an existing fishing
area;

(b) and three-years of data within 5 years for areas (<2000m) not adjacent to an existing fishing
area; and

(© existing fishing records/data that contain VME data may be counted as a first year data set.
2. All 1x1° areas within the exploratory area that contain a VME encounter should be excluded

from the proposed new fishing area.

3. Exploratory data stations should be set in such a way that it covers the exploratory area
representatively above the 2000m depth isobar.

Annex 6

VME indicators and threshold levels
1. Definition of encounter -

An encounter is defined to be, above threshold levels as set out in paragraph 2, with VME
indicator species of coral identified as antipatharians, gorgonians, cerianthid anemone fields,
Lophelia, and sea pen fields or other VME elements.

2. Threshold levels

An encounter with VME indicator species is defined for each of the following fishing gears as
follows:

Trawl tow — more than 600 kg of live sponges and/or 60 kg of live coral in existing fishing areas
and more than 400 kg of live sponges and/or 60 kg of live coral in new fishing areas.

Longline set — at least 10 VME-indicator units (1 unit = 1kg or 1 litre of live coral and/or live
sponge) in one 1200m section of line or 1000 hooks, whichever is the shorter, in both existing
and new fishing areas;

Pot set — at least 10 VME-indicator units (1 unit = 1kg or 1 litre of live coral and/or live sponge)
in one 1200m section of line in both existing and new fishing areas.

The definition of VME indicator units for bottom longlines and pots is as follows:

The quantity of VME-indicator organisms (i.e. live corals and/or live sponges) recovered during
hauling should be reported for each 1200m section of the longline or potline (in the case of
longlines - or 1000 hooks whichever is the shorter) as:

(a) Volume (litre) for VME-indicator organisms which fit into 10-litre container;

(b) Weight (kg) for VME-indicator organisms which do not fit 10-litre container (e.g. branching
species); and

20



(c) VME-indicator units which is the combined total of volume of VME-indicator organisms
which fit into 10-litre and weight of VME-indicator organisms which do not fit into containers of
10-litre (i.e. unit = volume + weight).

Marine science

Para 239. Calls upon States, individually or in collaboration with each other or with competent
international organizations and bodies, to continue to strive to improve understanding and knowledge
of the oceans and the deep sea, including, in particular, the extent and vulnerability of deep sea
biodiversity and ecosystems, by increasing their marine scientific research activities in accordance
with the Convention;

Response

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has agreed to carry out a survey
for the assessment of the resources and Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems in the Southeast Atlantic
Fisheries Organization (SEAFO) Convention Area. The survey is carried out through the FAO project
“Strengthening the Knowledge Base for and Implementing an Ecosystem Approach to
Marine Fisheries in Developing Countries” (EAF Nansen GCP/INT/003/NOR) in cooperation, and
on a cost sharing basis, with the Deep-Sea Norway project (GCP/GLO/323/NOR), and in
collaboration with SEAFO. The survey is scheduled to take place with the R/V Dr. Fridtjof Nansen
from 15 January to 12 February 2015. The objective of the cruise is to analyse occurrence and
abundance of sessile deep-sea epibenthos and benthopelagic fish, to supplement and extend
knowledge and improve the database on VME indicators as well as fisheries resources in the current
fishing areas and some of the SEAFO fishing closed areas. Presence-absence of VME indicators and
distribution patterns will be investigated and new data from these targeted studies are expected to
enhance the quality of fish stock assessments. In addition it will help analysing the appropriateness of
VME closed areas currently implemented based solely on feature characteristics and bio-geographical
affinity.

21



