Annex. Information on other relevant developments within the Convention on Biological Diversity
relating to ocean affairs and the law of the sea

Executive Summary

This note summarizes the work under the ConverdioiBiological Diversity (CBD) relevant to
ocean affairs and the law of the sea.

The CBD Secretariat has undertaken regional wopshto facilitate the description of
ecologically or biologically significant marine a®e (EBSAs). Through fourteen regional workshops
convened since 2011, the EBSA process has desaribaeg areas meeting the EBSA criteria. Thus far,
279 of these areas have been considered by CORamsthitted to the UN General Assembly. There are
ongoing discussions under the CBD on options t@eod scientific methodologies and approaches #or th
description of EBSAs.

The Convention’s work also addresses the impactnulfiple stressors on marine biodiversity.
The Secretariat is continuing to compiling inforinat on experiences in avoiding, minimizing and
mitigating the impacts of anthropogenic underwateise on marine and coastal biodiversity. The
Secretariat is preparing a CBD Technical Seriesrtam anthropogenic underwater noise and maride an
coastal biodiversity.

The Secretariat has also been collecting informatio the status of the achievement of Aichi
Biodiversity Target 11 in individual Parties andwork with Parties to outline priority actions tohgeve
Target 11. The Secretariat organized the Expertkéfmp on Marine Protected Areas and Other Effective
Area-based Conservation Measures for Achieving iARIbdiversity Target 11 in Marine and Coastal
Areas, which produced draft guidance on the idieatibn of other effective area-based conservation
measures. The Secretariat has been compiling iattwmon activities related to the application afrine
spatial planning, and facilitating the applicatiwihmarine spatial planning through capacity buigdithe
Secretariat is also presently developing an onlioeal reef portal to facilitate collaboration and
information-sharing on the management of coralsreefl related ecosystems.

The Secretariat has undertaken capacity buildingutih the Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI),
including training of trainers and regional andioadl capacity-building workshops. The second nmegti
of the SOI Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Oizgtions and Regional Fisheries Bodies was held in
April 2018.

Regarding mainstreaming of biodiversity into sestthe Secretariat has been working with FAO
and the IUCN Fisheries Expert Group to compile epees in mainstreaming biodiversity in fisheries,
identify opportunities for reporting on progreswé&wds Aichi Biodiversity Target 6, and to assesgypss
towards the achievement of Target 6. The secondimgeef the CBD Subsidiary Body on Implementation
will discuss the mainstreaming of biodiversity asosectors, in particular energy and mining,
infrastructure, manufacturing and processing, asaith.

INTRODUCTION

1. This note consists of brief descriptions of Wnerk carried out under the CBD in the following
areas related to ocean affairs and the law of &ze @) ecologically or biologically significant mae
areas; (i) addressing threats to marine and doais@iversity; (iii) facilitating the applicationf tools and
approaches for conservation and sustainable udaodiversity; (iv) capacity development; and (iv)
supporting mainstreaming of biodiversity into vaisesectors, including fisheries.

2. This contribution includes a detailed descriptid the work carried out under the CBD, within the
framework of the elaborated programme of work orimeaand coastal biological diversity (annex | to
decision VII/5) as well as the some areas of warltan the Programme of Work on Protected Areas.



ECOLOGICALLY ORBIOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT MARINE AREAS
(further information available at https://www.chd.int/ebsa)

Regional workshops to facilitate the description of ecologically or biologically significant marine areas
(EBSAS)

3. In 2017 and 2018, the Secretariat convenedmafieBSA workshops for the following regions:
€) Black Sea and Caspian Sea (Baku, Azerbaijan, 28 #pril 2017)}
(b) Baltic Sea (Helsinki, Finland, 18 to 22 Februar @

4, The summary reports on the outputs of the alboted regional EBSA workshops will be
considered by the CBD Subsidiary Body on Scientifiechnical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) at
its twenty-second meeting in July 2018, and thef@emnce of the Parties (COP) at its fourteenth mget
in November 2018.

5. A total of 279 areas described as meeting theA&iteria have already been considered by COP,
included in the CBD EBSA repository and submittedhte United Nations General Assembly. The outputs
of the regional EBSA workshops, as considered by C&e available online through the EBSA website
(http://www.cbd.int/ebga

6. As recognized in CBD COP decision XI/17, addiibworkshops for the further description of
areas already described may be held where newniatosn becomes available, subject to the avaitgbili
of financial resources.

Enhancing scientific methodologies and approaches for the description of areas meeting the EBSA
criteria

7. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XIllI/12, the Sexiat organized the Expert Workshop to Develop
Options for Modifying the Description of Ecologitalor Biologically Significant Marine Areas, for

Describing New Areas, and for Strengthening theai8dic Credibility and Transparency of this Prases
(Berlin, Germany, 5-8 December 20£7).

8. Pursuant to the same decision, this expert wogkfiad the following objectives:

@) To develop options, for cases both within argadmd national jurisdiction, regarding
procedures within the Convention to modify the digsion’ of areas meeting the EBSA criteria and to
describe new areas, while fully respecting the magaty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction of caahst
States reaffirmed in CBD COP decision XIIl/12, paeph 3;

(b) To develop options for strengthening the sdientredibility and transparency of the
EBSA process, including by enhancing the scientifeer review by Parties, other Governments and
relevant organizations.

9. On the basis of the results of the above-notaidkshop as well as peer-review comments on the
workshop report, options for addressing the abaue abjectives will be considered by SBSTTA at its
twenty-second meeting in July 2018.

! Report and documentation availablétips://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EBSAWS-2017-01

2 Report and documentation availablétips://www.chd.int/meetings/EBSAWS-2018-01

% Report and documentation availablétips://www.chd.int/meetings/EBSAEM-2017-01

* The description of areas meeting the EBSA criteniastitutes both a textual description and a pmiygf the area,
as contained in the relevant decisions of the Genf® of the Parties to the Convention, includiagisions XI/17
(annex) and XII/22 (annex), and presented in th&/&Bepository and the map availableratw.cbd.int/ebsa
Modification of an existing EBSA description in $hmote constitutes a modification affecting thedakdescription
of areas meeting the EBSA criteria, as containdfierrelevant decisions, including decisions XI{a@nex) and
XI11/22 (annex), and/or the polygon of the areap@sented in the EBSA repository.
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ADDRESSING THREATSTO MARINE AND COASTAL BIODIVERSITY
Addressing impacts of anthropogenic underwater noise on marine and coastal biodiversity

10. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XIII/10, the Sexiat has compiled information on experiences
in the use of measures to avoid, minimize and ati¢éighe significant adverse impacts of anthropageni
underwater noise on marine and coastal biodivergityparticular with regard to activities listed in
paragraph 3 of CBD COP decision XII/23. This infation was provided to the Secretariat in response a
notificatior? issued in August 2017.

11. The information compiled describes various vateds undertaken related to anthropogenic
underwater noise, including:

@) Monitoring of sound-sensitive species (e.g., adoushonitoring, satellite tagging,
surveying) as part of larger environmental monitgprogrammes;

(b) Requirements for noise reduction measures as atimmébr the issuance of licences for
petroleum exploration and exploitation;

(© Education on underwater noise for employees ingblaghe noise-producing industries;
(d) Restricting development projects near especiatidiberse and sensitive marine sites;
(e) Incorporating noise issues into national actiomplfor marine mammal conservation;

()] Providing financial incentives for vessels thatatiscertain quieting technologies;

(9) \oluntary speed reduction measures for maritimestrartation; and

(h) Assessing the effectiveness of hull cleaning taiceda vessel's underwater noise profile.

12. Pursuant to CBD COP decisions XI/18, XII/23 axdl/10, the Secretariat will continue to
compile and synthesize scientific and technicabrimfation on measures, and experiences with the
application of these measures, to minimize andgatié the impacts of anthropogenic underwater raise
marine and coastal biodiversity.

13. Building on the “scientific synthesis of thepatts of underwater noise on marine and coastal
biodiversity and habitat&”and background materials prepared for the Expemtk§tiop on Underwater
Noise and its Impacts on Marine and Coastal Biaditye (London, 25-27 February 2014), the Secretaria
is currently preparing a CBD Technical Series repor the impacts of underwater noise on marine and
coastal biodiversity and habitats and tools andagmies to minimize and mitigate these impacts.

FACILITATING THE APPLICATION OF VARIOUS TOOLS AND APPROACHES FOR THE
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODIVERSITY

Facilitating the achievement of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11’ in marine and coastal areas

14. Since May 2015, the Secretariat, in collaboratiith partner organizations, has undertaken &ffor
to reach out to Parties, including through a seoiesegional workshops, to collect information dret
status of each element of Aichi Biodiversity Tarfjg&tand priority actions that Parties would undeten
the next five years to contribute to facilitatifgetachievement of the target at the global level.

15. Currently, 16.77% of marine areas undational jurisdiction are protected, indicating the
achievement of the quantitative element of Aichodversity Target 11 in these areas. However, only

® Ref No. 2017-082, dated 31 August 2017.

® UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/20/INF/8.

’ Aichi Biodiversity Target 11: “By 2020, at least per cent of terrestrial and inland water areasldnhper cent of
coastal and marine areas, especially areas otplatimportance for biodiversity and ecosystenvises, are
conserved through effectively and equitably managedlogically representative and well-connectesiesps of
protected areas and other effective area-base@@ti®n measures, and integrated into the wideideape and
seascape.”



1.18% of areas beyond national jurisdiction areemtly protected, while 7.26% of the ocean as alevie
under protection. Moreover, further efforts aredszbto ensure that the other aspects of the Target
achieved, in particular effective management, gguaiinnectivity and representativity.

16. The Secretariat has also analyzed additioommitments for marine protected areas, inolgdi
national priority actions, projects approved fonding by the Global Environment Facility, voluntary
commitments announced during the UN Ocean Conferendune 2017, the Micronesia and Caribbean
Challenges, and targets in national biodiversitstegies and action plans (NBSAPs). Consideringethe
additional commitments, 24% of marine areas unddional jurisdiction, 2% of areas beyond national
jurisdiction, and 10.6% of the ocean as a wholepmogected to be under protection by 2020, if these
commitments are implemented as planned.

17. In line with CBD COP decision XIII/9, the Setznéat organized the Expert Workshop on Marine
Protected Areas and Other Effective Area-based €&watson Measures for Achieving Aichi Biodiversity
Target 11 in Marine and Coastal Areas in Montr€alnada, from 6 to 9 February 2018. This workshop
was convened in parallel with the Technical Expédrkshop on Other Effective Area-based Conservation
Measures for Achieving Aichi Biodiversity Target ,1®ith joint sessions on relevant topics. The
conclusions of these workshops, including guidaoaethe identification of other effective area-based
conservation measures, will be considered at SBSAtTis twenty-second meeting in July 2018.

Marine spatial planning

18. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XIll/9, the Seuiat compiled information on national,
subregional or regional experiences in the implaatem of marine spatial planning. This informatieas
provided to the Secretariat in response a notifinaissued in August 2027The submissions received are
compiled in an information document on the suBjeetd describe various activities related to marine
spatial planning, including:

€) Creating interministerial working groups to propasarine spatial planning guidelines,
tools and methodologies for implementation at tatonal level;

(b) Implementing legislation for national marine spiapianning;

(© Using integrated coastal and marine biodiversitytgmtion and management to ensure
coherent territorial environmental planning aneégrated management of the coastal and marine zone;

(d) Enhancing coordination of transboundary planning issues such as environment,
shipping, commercial fishing, energy extraction atettricity transmission;

(e) Using the concept of green infrastructure (or similapproaches) to integrate
environmental and ecological considerations intater spatial planning; and

® Working through regional platforms for cooperationfacilitate coherent regional marine
spatial planning among countries in a region.

19. Pursuant to CBD COP decisions XlII/9, XI1/23daxl/18, the Secretariat convened a number of
capacity-building workshops within the frameworkthgé Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) focused on
sharing experiences and expertise on, and enhaoapagity for, marine spatial planning. These &ffare
referred to in paragraphs 21-25 below.

Information-sharing related to coral reefs and the implementation of the Priority Actions to Achieve
Aichi Biodiversity Target 10 for Coral Reefs and Closely Associated Ecosystems

20. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XII/23, the Seciat is presently developing a global coral reef
portal, in collaboration with existing global (e.ghe International Coral Reef Initiative) and el
initiatives (e.g., the Coral Triangle Initiative @oral Reefs and Fisheries and Food Security)aciithte
technical collaboration and voluntary informatidraeng on all aspects of sustainable management of

8 Ref No. 2017-083, dated 31 August 2017.
® CBD/SBSTTA/22/INF/14



coral reefs and related ecosystems, includingrtipdeémentation of the Priority Actions to Achievechi
Biodiversity Target 10 for Coral Reefs and Clos&ésociated Ecosystems.

CAPACITY BUILDING TO FACILITATE EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THE AICHI
BIODIVERSITY TARGETSIN MARINE AND COASTAL AREAS

Sustainable Ocean | nitiative

21. The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (S®lis a global platform for building partnerships and
enhancing the capacity of developing country Patileachieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in mari
and coastal areas in a holistic manner by (a)ifaitilg the exchange of knowledge, experience asd b
practices, (b) creating partnerships that can peovitargeted capacity-building, (c) enhancing
communication among global policy, science and listakeholders and (d) enhancing dialogue and
coordination among various sectors to achieve anioal between the conservation and sustainablefuse o
marine biodiversity. The execution of SOI activstie coordinated by the CBD Secretariat in collabon
with various international partners, and has bedeantially supported by the Governments of Japan
(through the Japan Biodiversity Fund), France (iblothe French Biodiversity Agency), Republic of
Korea (through the Ministry of Oceans and Fishgri€sveden (through the Ministry of the Environment
and Energy), and the European Union.

22. From February 2013 to February 2018, SOI pexlittaining opportunities for 627 participants
from more than 100 country Parties, some of whiemefited from multiple training activities, and
numerous regional and national organizations/iivgs.

23. In 2017 and 2018, the Secretariat has contitliedvork under SOI at the global, regional and
national levels, including:

(@) 2" Meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue with RegionaaS Organizations and Regional
Fisheries Bodies on Accelerating Progress towalds Aichi Biodiversity Targets and Sustainable
Development Goals;

(b) Regional Capacity-Building Workshop for the Widearibbean and Central America (Costa
Rica, February 2017;

(c) Training of Trainers Workshop (Seocheon, Repuli€area, September 201%);
(d) National Capacity Development Workshop for Camer@amuary 2018%

24, Regarding (a) above, in September 2016, thee@eiat, in collaboration with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO initiatedabgl process to facilitate dialogue and cooperation
among regional seas organizations and regiona¢rfishodies around the world by convening the first
meeting of the SOI Global Dialogue with Regionah&®©rganizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies on
Accelerating Progress towards the Aichi Biodivgrdiargets and Sustainable Development Goals, hosted
by the Government of Republic of Korea. This megtithe first of its kind at the global level, aimat
facilitating the exchange of experiences and dsngsspecific tools and guidelines in order to emga
science-based, cross-sectoral and ecosystem-bapedaehes for addressing biodiversity and fisheries
issues, and identifying options and opportunit@®mnhance cross-sectoral collaboration among rabion
seas organizations and regional fishery bodied) wiview to further strengthening their complempnta
roles in supporting national implementation of tB&ategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 towards
achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and théevant Sustainable Development Goals. The restilts o
the first meetin’ were presented at various United Nations/globattings/conferences, including the

0Seewww.cbd.int/soi

1 Report and documentation availablétps://www.cbd.int/meetings/SOIWS-2017-01

12 Report and documentation availablehétps://www.cbd.int/meetings/SOIWS-2017-02

13 Report and documentation availablétips://www.cbd.int/meetings/SOIWS-2018:01

14 Seehttps://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/soiom-2016eidial/soiom-2016-01-outcome-en.pdf
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United Nations Ocean Conference (June 2017), armmé wexognized by the United Nations General
Assembly at its seventy-first session, in 2016tsmesolution 71/25n oceans and the law of the sea.

25. Building the successful outcome of the firstetitgy, the SOI Global Dialogue became a regular
biennial forum, and its second meeting was convdmedhe Secretariat in April 2018. The meeting
brought together representatives of regional seganizations, regional fishery bodies and relevdmited
Nations /international organizations/initiativesveall as experts from national governments and eigen

and non-governmental organizations. This secondingeaimed at advancing discussions on identifying
tools, approaches and opportunities for enhanaesbesectoral regional-scale cooperation, in pdaican
issues related to the application of the ecosységproach, area-based management tools, means to
address marine pollution, and monitoring, researuth data sharing. The result of tH& @eeting of the

SOl Global Dialogue, the Seoul Outcome +2, will sobe made available on the SOI website
(https://www.cbd.int/so)/

SUPPORTING BIODIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING IN VARIOUS SECTORS
Addressing biodiversity considerationsin fisheries

26. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XIII/3, paragraf8) the Secretariat issued a notificatfon

requesting information on experiences in mainstiegrbiodiversity in fisheries, including througheth

ecosystem approach to fisheries. The submissi@esverl are synthesized and compiled in an infolnati
document on the subject (CBD/SBSTTA/22/INF/15) addscribe various activities related to
mainstreaming biodiversity in fisheries, including:

(e) Modification of, or development of new, legislatida better integrate the ecosystem
approach and the precautionary approach into feshepolicy, and to outline policies focused on
conserving marine and coastal ecosystems and nzinignand mitigating impacts on biodiversity;

® Application of trade regulations to control extiant and export of aquatic resources,
making the environmental performance of the fisteecpndition for exporting its products;

(9) Establishment and updating of plans to facilitdie tmplementation of the ecosystem
approach to fisheries;

(h) Redefining fisheries management objectives reggrdlire bioeconomic and ecological
performance of the fisheries, with due regard tgdistocks but also to the collateral impact on-tawvget
species and habitats; and

® Specific management measures to reduce collaterglagt of fishing, such as
identification and management of vulnerable magoesystems, marine protected areas, areas designate
for sustainable fisheries and conservation, prtibitg of certain gears in specific areas to protect
endangered species or vulnerable habitats, useyaHtdh excluder devices, mandatory reporting of
interactions of fisheries with species of concerd ase of ecological risk assessment.

27. Pursuant to CBD COP decision Xll1/28, paragraphthe Secretariat is working with FAO and the
Fisheries Expert Group of the Commission on EcesgsManagement of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature, in collaboration with ther@ean Bureau on Conservation and Development, to
identify opportunities for reporting mechanisms entb contribute to assessing progress towardsi Aich
Biodiversity Target 6. In particular, this ongoingrk is focused on the identification of potentiavisions

and additions to the FAO Questionnaire for the Cafdéonduct for Responsible Fisheries to bettdecef
issues and considerations related to Aichi BiodiigiTarget 6, and the drafting of a scientificesssnent

of progress towards the achievement of Aichi Biedsity Target 6 (made available as
CBD/SBSTTA/20/INF/28).

15 Ref No. 2017-121, dated 16 November 2017.



Mainstreaming of biodiversity within and across sectors

28. At its thirteenth meeting the CBD COP adoptembmprehensive decision on mainstreaming and
the integration of biodiversity within and acrosters (decision XIII/3), with a focus on the sestof
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and tourism. Irdiéidn, at the high-level segment of the United iblas
Biodiversity Conference (Cancun, Mexico, 2016),tiearadopted the Cancun Declaration. The decision
provided guidance to Parties on a number of matind also requested the Executive Secretary to
continue collaboration with a number of partners.

29. Pursuant to CBD COP decision XlII/3, th&® Zneeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body on
Implementation (to take place in Montreal in Ju18) will discuss the mainstreaming of biodiversity
within and across sectors and other strategic rztio enhance implementation, in particular witharels

to the sectors of energy and mining, infrastructumanufacturing and processing, and health. These
discussions will include, among other issues, timstinal mechanisms at the national level to suppor
biodiversity mainstreaming, and guidance for rdpgrtby businesses on their actions related to
biodiversity.



