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Maritime Zones Act, No. 15 of 1994

ACT to provide for the maritime zones of the Republic; and to provide for matters connected therewith.
BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa, asfollows:
1. Definitions
In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates:
(i) "baseline" means a basdline as contemplated in subsection (1), (2) or (3) of section 2;

(i) “ingtalation" means any of the following situated within internal waters, territorial waters or the
exclusive economic zone or on or above the continental shelf:

(@ Anyinstallation, including a pipeline, which is used for the transfer of any substance to or from:
i. aship;
ii. aresearch, exploration or production platform; or
iii. the coast of the Republic;
(b) Any exploration or production platform used in prospecting for or the mining of any substance;
(c) Any exploration or production vessel;
(d) A telecommunications line as defined in section 1 of the Post Office Act, 1958 (Act No. 44 of 1958);
(e) Any vessel or appliance used for the exploration or exploitation of the seabed;

(f) Any areasituated within a distance of 500 metres measured from any point on the exterior side of an
installation referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) other than apipeline;

() Any areasituated under or above an installation referred to in paragraph (a) or (b);

(iii) "low-tide elevation" means a naturally formed area of land which is surrounded by water and which is
above water at low tide, but submerged at high tide and situated within a distance of not more than 12 nautical miles
from the low water line of the mainland or of an island;

(iv) "low-water' means the mean height of low water for atidal cycle of 18,6 years;

(v) "low-water line" means the intersection of the low-water tidal plane with the land and includes the
low-water line on alow-tide elevation;

(vi) "Minister" meansthe Minister of Transport;
(vii) "nautical mile" means the international nautical mile of 1,852 metres;

(viii) "officially recognized large-scale charts or maps"' means large-scale charts or maps supplied by the
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Hydrographer of the South African Navy and the Chief Surveyor-General, respectively;
(ix) "prescribed" means prescribed by regulation;

(x) "right of innocent passage" means the right of innocent passage referred to in section 2 of the Marine
Traffic Act, 1981 (Act No. 2 of 1981);

(xi) "sed' meansthe water of the sea, as well as the bed of the sea and the subsoil thereof;
(xii) "straight line" means the shortest distance between two points on a surface;
(xiii) "this Act' includes the regulations.
2. Basdlines
(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) the low-water line shall be the baseline.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) straight lines joining the grouped coordinates mentioned in Schedule 2
shall be the baselines of the relevant part of the coast.

(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) the outer limits prescribed or determined in accordance with
subsection (4) or (5) shall be the baselines.

(4) Outer limits of internal waters referred to in section 3(1) (b) shall be established in the prescribed
manner.

(5) Intheabsence of any outer limits of internal waters prescribed in accordance with subsection (4), the
outer limits shall be the outermost harbour works which form an integral part of the harbour system.

(6) Inany proceedings before a court of law any prescribed chart or map shall be admissible as prima facie
proof of the contents thereof.

3. Internal waters

(1) Theinternal waters of the Republic shall comprise:
(8 al waterslandward of the baselines; and
(b) all harbours.

(2) Any law inforcein the Republic, including the common law, shall aso apply in itsinternal waters and
the airspace above its internal waters.

(3) Theright of innocent passage shall not exist in the internal waters, except if the internal waters concerned
were territorial waters before the commencement of this Act.

4. Territorial waters

(1) Theseawithin adistance of twelve nautical miles from the baselines shall be the territorial waters of the
Republic.

(2) Any law inforcein the Republic, including the common law, shall also apply in itsterritorial waters and
the airspace above its territorial waters.
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(3) Theright of innocent passage shall exist in the territorial waters.

5. Contiguous zone

(1) Theseabeyond theterritorial waters referred to in section 4, but within a distance of twenty-four nautical
miles from the baselines, shall be the contiguous zone of the Republic.

(2) Within the contiguous zone and the airspace above it, the Republic shall have the right to exercise all the
powers which may be considered necessary to prevent contravention of any fiscal law or any customs, emigration,
immigration or sanitary law and to make such contravention punishable.

6. Maritime cultural zone

(1) Theseabeyond theterritorial waters referred to in section 4, but within a distance of twenty-four nautical
miles from the baselines, shall be the maritime cultural zone of the Republic.

(2) Subject to any other law the Republic shall have, in respect of objects of an archaeological or historical
nature found in the maritime cultural zone, the same rights and powers asit has in respect of itsterritorial waters.

7. Exclusive economic zone

(1) Theseabeyond the territorial waters referred to in section 4, but within a distance of two hundred
nautical miles from the baselines, shall be the exclusive economic zone of the Republic.

(2) Subject to any other law the Republic shall have, in respect of all natural resourcesin the exclusive
economic zone, the same rights and powers asit has in respect of itsterritorial waters.

8. Continental shelf

(1) The continenta shelf as defined in article 76 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
1982, adopted at Montego Bay on 10 December 1982, shall be the continental shelf of the Republic.

(2) Subject to any other law the outer limits of the continental shelf shall consist of a series of straight lines
joining the coordinates mentioned in Schedule 3.

(3) For the purposes of:

(8) exploration and exploitation of natural resources, as defined in paragraph 4 of article 77 of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, and

(b) any law relating to mining of precious stones, metals or minerals, including natural ail,
the continental shelf shall be deemed to be unalienated State land.

9. Application of lawsin respect of installations

(1) Any law inforcein the Republic, including the common law, shall aso apply on and in respect of an
installation.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) an installation shall be deemed to be within the district, as defined in
section 1 of the Magistrates' Courts Act, 1944 (Act No. 32 of 1944), designated by the Minister of Justice.

(3) Inthe absence of adesignation contemplated in subsection (2) an installation shall be deemed to be
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within the district nearest to that installation.

10. Maritime casualties

Notwithstanding this Act or any other law the Republic may, in any area of the sea or the airspace above the
seq, take such measures as are necessary against any vessel or aircraft in order to protect the coastline of the
Republic or related interests, including fishing, from pollution or any threat of pollution resulting from a maritime
casualty or an act or omission relating to such a casualty and which may reasonably be expected to result in major
harmful consequences.

11. Self-defence

Notwithstanding this Act or any other law the Republic may take such action in any area of the sea or in the
airspace above the sea, asis necessary in the exercise of the principle of self-defence contained in Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations.

12. Amendment of Schedule 3

The Minister may by notice in the Gazette amend Schedule 3.
13. Regulations
The Minister may make regulations regarding:

(8 therecognition of alow-water line indicated on officially recognized large-scale charts or maps as
congtituting the low-water line for the purposes of section 2(1);

(b) the establishment of coordinates on the low-water line at the natural entrance points of bays and at the
mouths of rivers and estuaries in addition to those coordinates mentioned in Schedule 2;

(c) thedefinition of the outer limits of internal waters within harbours as indicated on officially recognized
large-scal e charts or maps;

(d) any matter which by this Act isrequired or permitted to be prescribed or which may be necessary or
expedient to be prescribed in order to achieve the objectives of this Act.

14. Application of the Act to Prince Edward Islands

This Act shall also apply to the Prince Edward Islands as defined in section 1 of the Prince Edward Islands
Act, 1948 (Act No. 43 of 1948).

15. Repeal and amendment of laws, and savings

(1) Thelaws mentioned in Schedule 1 are hereby repealed or amended to the extent set out in the third
column of the Schedule.

(2) Any referenceto the internal waters, territorial waters or continental shelf in any other law shall be
construed as areference to the internal waters, territorial waters or continental shelf referred to in this Act,
respectively.

(3) Any reference to the fishing zone in any other law in relation to conservation, management or
exploitation of living marine resources shall be construed as a reference to the exclusive economic zone referred to
inthis Act.
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(4) Any reference to the fishing zone in any other law in relation to fiscal matters or matters concerning
customs, emigration, immigration or sanitation shall be construed as a reference to the contiguous zone referred to in

this Act.

16. Short title

This Act shall be caled the Maritime Zones Act, 1994.

SCHEDULE 1
LAWSREPEALED OR AMENDED

(Section 15(1))

No. and year of Act

Act No. 87 of 1963

Act No. 98 of 1977

Act No. 8 of 1978 (Transkei)

Act No. 2 of 1981

Act No. 12 of 1986 (Ciskei)

Act No. 12 of 1988

.Title

.Territorial Waters Act, 1963

.Territorial Waters Amendment Act, 1977

.Territorial Waters Act, 1978

.Marine Traffic Act, 1981

.Territorial Waters Act, 1986

.Sea Fishery Act, 1988

.Extent of repeal or amendment

.Repeal of thewhole

.Repeal of the whole

.Repeal of the whole

.Amendment of section 1 by the substitution
.for the definition of "internal waters" of the

.following definition:

. "internal waters means internal
waters referred to in section 3
of the Maritime Zones Act,

.Repeal of the whole

.Amendment of section 1 by the substitution
.for the definition of "fishing zone" of the
.following definition:

. "'fishing zone' means the

. territorial waters of the Republic

. and the exclusive economic zone
. referred to in sections 4 and 7 of
. the Maritime Zones Act, 1994,
A ively;"
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Act No. 129 of 1993 .General Law Third Amendment Act, 1993 .Repeal of sections 30 and 31

SCHEDULE 2
STRAIGHT BASELINESOF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AERICA
Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude

South .East .South .East .South .East .South East

o o ' " o ' " o ' " o 0 n o 0 n o 0 n o ' n

3219 01.04 .181854.50 34014433 .181819.78 34500629 .195926.45 34234355 .214348.63
3244 12.00 .175206.00 34014433 .181819.78 .345006.26 .195927.04 .34234355 .214348.63
32 44 12.00 .17 52 06.00 34021278 .181818.31 34500626 .195927.04 .342018.88 .215454.01
3249 06.25 .175047.43 .340212.78 .181818.31 34500457 .195951.13 .342018.88 .215454.01
3249 06.25 .175047.43 .340242.02 .181823.37 34500457 .195951.13 34111544 .220939.74
3249 29.09 .17 50 40.60 .340242.02 .181823.37 34500246 .200022.48 34111544 .220939.74
32 49 29.09 .17 50 40.60 .340356.86 .181835.74 34500246 .200022.48 .340543.00 .225848.00
3249 30.75 .1750 40.34 .340356.86 .181835.74 34500159 .200026.57 .340543.00 .225848.00
3249 30.75 .17 50 40.34 .340845.60 .18 19 09.69 34500159 .200026.57 .340640.43 .232425.37
3249 41.32 1750 44.24 34231531 .184937.02 .344953.62 20005257 .340640.43 .23242537
3249 41.32 .175044.24 34382366 .191719.40 34495362 .20005257 34124936 .245012.70
330002.00 .175148.00 .343823.66 .191719.40 34484842 .200319.31 .341249.36 .245012.70
3300 02.00 .175148.00 34382423 19172114 34484842 .200319.31 34124981 .245014.69
3302 29.08 .175330.62 34382423 .191721.14 34484751 .200321.27 .341249.81 .245014.69
3302 29.08 .175330.62 34412443 1924 09.05 34484751 .200321.27 34124928 .245016.66
3309 07.08 .175848.10 34412443 1924 09.05 34484282 .200329.04 .341249.28 .2450 16.66
3309 07.08 .175848.10 .344653.08 .193805.33 34484282 .200329.04 34025811 .253741.59
3324 51.08 .180423.49 .344653.08 .193805.33 34282822 .205053.92 .340258.11 .253741.59
3324 51.08 .18 04 23.49 34471928 .193909.17 34282822 .205053.92 34015636 .254210.97
3326 00.50 .1804 23.59 .344719.28 .193909.17 .342618.84 21175822 .340156.36 .254210.97
3326 00.50 .18 04 23.59 .344719.82 .193910.62 34261884 .211758.22 .335034.37 .26171845
3326 08.45 .180424.91 .344719.82 .193910.62 34261951 .211800.22 .335034.37 .261718.45
3326 08.45 .18 04 24.91 34471988 .193911.86 34261951 .211800.22 .335034.29 .261722.50
3326 08.58 .18 04 25.24 .344719.88 .193911.86 .342618.93 .211810.18 .335034.29 .2617 22.50
3326 08.58 .18 04 25.24 34495273 .195804.62 34261893 .211810.18 .334623.96 .262807.66
3348 07.47 .182128.13 34495273 1958 04.62 .342616.04 .211838.90

3348 07.47 .182128.13 34495334 .195807.83 34261604 .211838.90

340144.04 181819.82 .344953.34 .195807.83 34261554 .211840.94

34 01 44.04 .181819.82 34500629 .1959 26.45 34261554 .211840.94

SCHEDULE 3
LIMITSOF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
Latitude Longitude .Latitude .Longitude Latitude .Longitude Latitude .Longitude
South .East .South .East .South .East .South .East

o] ' " o 1 n o 1 n o 1 n o 1 n o 1 n o 1 n o 1 n
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MAINLAND
.39 08 40

.08 51 20

283540

291950

.3105 00

.3739 30

.10 02 00

.12 .30 40

.39 37 50

.395750

.39 58 50

.40 03 50

.40 25 20

1403400

14037 20

.40 40 30

1404010

.40 40 00

.40 38 30

403200

.40 16 30

1401310

.40 08 00

.40 0500

.40 04 50

.40 00 50

.39 59 50

.3959 50

14001 30

152010

1161530

.16 17 50

1163020

174310

1183420

.19 00 00

1959 30

.2018 30

202350

.2046 20

213620

.2240 20

.22 50 40

.2305 20

232400

.23 2450

2344 40

.2349 00

234910

.24 0550

.3913 20

.385550

.3849 20

.384700

.38 39 50

.382900

.38 29 00

381500

.38 06 10

.37 52 40

.37 52 40

374930

.37 37 50

373410

371530

371140

.36 58 40

352410

.3518 40

.3509 30

.3509 20

.29 06 40

.2953 30

.30 09 50

.301540

.3032 00

.3054 50

.30 55 00

.312000

313410

315520

.315530

.320030

321920

3224 40

.3250 00

325500

331230

371220

.37 1950

373000

.373010
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Ba2% 085 S0 124350 400220 252340 mw10 37302
215 00210 120 13000 95200 264020 moes0 373040
B4 oM w2 1170 4720 270050 mm 373100
20700 00275 0 132430 45 273050 sl 73120
013 09010 W00 020 310 275510 s a0
D100 905 B0 444 H600 2820 uaa0 37465
0200 094710 91800 14350 39195 284630 w5 37503
-
Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude .Latitude .Longitude
South East .South East .South East .South East
3427 20 .......... 37 55 40 ...... 3246 00 ........... 38 24 40 .31 3250 .382120 .PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDS
342250 ases  wass) w0 @200 1810 M50 w35
42200  ws  wal a0 @10 BI750 2®0 435010
342030 sl @B B2 H2D B M0 45810
341600 w02  wIW  ®as @22 8190 M 5164
341530  mBoos0  wOB0 B0 E210  BI910 w50 455210
341400  ®o1% 2O B0 120 82510 w2100 480510
341230 w210 @O A0 E0TA 2730 w1400 492140
341210 me® 2w A0 H0D W24 w10 95450
341140 w240 @O B0 0S5 R4 w0 495620
340020 mux w70 B2 0N B3R5 w0000 495800
334940 10 @O Bas 04700 33440 w00 495840
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334920 .3817 20 .32 06 50 .38 2750 .30 46 40 .38 3450 .40 06 30 .50 0350
BAW w20 @osw w7 046 BUD 00520 501000
B w20 @osw w0 0450 BB 00510 501050
B w2H  @osw w0 2wl BB 0050 ot
VUK w2 @l w7 4510 BB w000 50152
B340 wmw  wosoo  ws 0w BB 0010 501540
VRN wms @0 w0200 B4 00 5016
BOSI0 w10 @S  ws W7 S0 0030 502100
BOSO0 w10 @S s il awason o010 502810
BOSS0 w110 @ ws 0520 B 0010 502650
3B0540 o710 a0 s 205020 85 ©01m 502730
BOSI o110 a0 wmua  20m B 00120 50283
BOS20 o110 aP®  wB® 200 WP w0 5037
B¥OS10 2710 a0 @B 20®0 B @10 512200
B¥OS0 o0 a0 w2 202910 0110 sum 512600
25030 wma  @B®  wAD 2145 0042 sun 51250
24750 om0 smw  wmam . a0 51250
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Latitude .Longitude Latitude .Longitude East .Latitude
South East .South oo .South

o ' n o [T o [T o T
04400 512610 0210 523900 384220
304040 S0 90210 524000 BB
04010 51310 90210 524100 383330
303830 514020 00210 524200 31840
03500 51750 00210 524300 381830
03450 514810 90200 524400 381130
303440 51483 00200 524500 374110
03430 51485 00210 524600 371500
03420 51010 00210 524700 371440
03410 s140% 0210 524800 371220
303400 51405 90210 524900 371200
03350 515010 90210 52403 365720
303340 51503 90130 530250 364830
303330 515050 300040 531210 364820
303320 515110 85030 531940 364810
03310 51513 85740 532910 36450
303300 515150 85320 534510 364440
302000 515010 85310 534540 364430
02700 52023 85300 534600 363900

.Longitude East

o 1 n

541210

.54 26 30

.54 26 50

.54 44 50

.54 4500

.54 51 20

.55 07 40

551120

551140

551520

551540

.5533 30

554110

554210

.5542 50

.55 53 50

.5554 20

555510

.56 09 20

.Latitude
.South

o 1 m

.3624 10

.36 24 00

.36 23 50

.36 23 20

.36 22 50

.36 13 40

.3553 00

.3552 50

.353140

.3529 20

.3517 50

.3509 10

.3509 00

.3457 30

.3443 00

3442 20

.343010

342310

.3402 10

.Longitude
East

.56 51 40

.56 52 00

.56 52 20

.56 53 20

.56 55 10

.57 16 20

.57 44 00

574410

.58 00 00

.58 04 30

.58 2120

.58 30 50

.58 31 00

.58 40 50

.58 49 30

.58 49 50

.58 54 40

.58 56 30

.58 58 40
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3916 50 5216 50 .385250 5346 30
01620 s w0 54700
00810  seosd0 a2 54750
0075 sz mwl 548
00710 sz ®HL 55400
0035  sas0 w49 S50
00210 sms0 w50 5404
00210 s3%0 a0 S0
00210 s mad 1%
00210 s3m0  maw  Si11s0

.36 38 20

.36 36 40

.36 36 30

.3633 20

.3633 10

.36 31 00

.36 29 30

.36 24 40

.36 24 30

.36 24 20

.56 10 30

.56 18 10

.56 18 50

.56 29 50

.56 30 20

.56 36 10

.56 40 00

.56 50 40

.56 51 00

.56 51 20

.34 02 00

.34 01 50

.34 01 40

.3401 30

.3401 20

.3401 10

.34 01 00

.34 00 50

.3344 00

.333340

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 58 40

.58 56 30

.58 53 30
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Latitude South .Longitude  .Latitude

et East .South

25620 s a6
25610 52910 2003
25600 82900 21050
32555  sezs0 G110
25120  ss2e00 2140
23710 s @15
223  ss0 @200
2210 s1500 @040
2200  s1s0a0  @ws
22150 57500 s
20850 5730 a1
20740 s1ame0 a0
20000 57193 3033
31505 571910 30350
315240 570200 a0ad0
34610 s 322
3455 sz @200
313520  sswm 200
313320  ss2900 500

.Longitude
East

.Latitude
.South

o

343230

343250

.343550

344410

.34 49 00

345140

345510

.34 58 00

351020

351040

351050

351100

351110

351120

351130

351150

351200

351210

351220

.Longitude
East

o

512510

512500

512320

511000

510350

.50 59 00

.5053 20

.5049 20

503420

.5034 00

503350

503340

503330

503320

503310

503300

503250

503240

503230

.Latitude
.South

o

353440

353450

354250

354950

.3550 40

355310

355320

.3556 10

355700

.3558 40

.3558 50

.36 02 00

.36 02 30

.36 0540

361510

.36 20 30

362320

.36 3750

.36 38 00

.Longitude
East

o

.48 58 40

.48 58 20

4844 20

.48 34 40

483110

481200

481110

4759 10

4756 30

475110

.47 50 40

474200

473920

47 26 40

470150

.46 52 00

.46 47 40

.46 29 40

.46 29 30
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313320

.54 12 00

315540

.55 28 50

.33 57 50

.34 2200

513120

351230

.3521 00

.3520 00

.351940

.351940

.351940

.351940

.351940

.351940

.353150

.5032 20

.50 24 30

.50 1530

.50 05 00

.50 04 40

.50 04 30

.5004 20

.5004 10

.50 03 50

.49 04 40

.36 38 30

.36 38 50

.3641 30

.3642 10

.36 24 30

.36 05 40

.36 05 30

.35 54 50

.3553 40

.3550 10

.46 28 50

.46 27 50

.46 17 10

.46 14 20

.45 58 30

.45 30 40

1453010

.45 01 00

.44 56 10

.44 23 50
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Latitude South .Longitude  .Latitude

et East .South

BEO10  aazsa0 240
BEO10 ;0 2%
BE010  amz 210
BEO10 w10 10
BEOW0  aazs0 w5
BEOW0 sz BB
BE010  azm w0
3BE010  az0  BwE
/5010 aaz200 36w
BEO10  aazis0 w2
BEO10  aazid0 w40
/5310 510 w5
B/ESO0 a3 B2
B/EE20 w0 510
B/EGA a0 B
B/ERA a0 5000
60040 32600 365500
BB 050 5T
60830 0510 0150

.Longitude
East

.Latitude
.South

o

373400

373730

374900

380210

.3814 20

.3814 40

381500

381520

381540

.3826 20

.38 26 40

382700

382720

383210

383410

.3843 30

384340

384350

.3844 00

.Longitude
East

o

414210

414050

412710

411540

.41 08 00

410750

4107 40

4107 30

4107 20

.41 .00 50

.41 .00 40

4100 30

4100 20

4057 50

.40 50 50

.40 26 50

.40 26 30

4026 10

.40 2550

.Latitude
.South

o

.38 5240

385750

.3902 30

390550

391210

391220

391230

391240

391250

391300

391310

391330

391330

392520

392910

393330

394000

394020

.3940 40

.Longitude
East

o

1401000

14002 10

.3956 00

395150

.3944 50

.3944 40

.3944 30

.3944 20

394410

394400

394350

394340

394320

393250

393010

392720

392330

392320

392310
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36 08 40
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