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Partial Submission to the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf in Respect of the
South East Region of the North Fiji Basin,
Lau-Colville, Tonga-Kermadec Complex

Executive Summary



Table of Contents

y R 101 oo (U o{ 1 o] o OSSR PR OROR PP 3
B.  MapS anNd COOTTINGALES .....c.uiiueiiiieiiitie ittt ettt b et e s be et e b e beeseesneesbeeneesreenee e 4
C. Commission members who provided advice during the preparation of the submission.................. 4
D. Provisions of Article 76 invoked in support of the SUbMISSION .........cccccviiiiiiiiii e, 4
E. Outstanding Maritime Delimitations............ccceiiiieiieiiie e 4
F.  NOte Of AUINENTICALION .......iiuiiiiieecie ettt et e s be e reenne e 5
G. Overview of the SOUth EaSt REJION .......ccveiiiiiiiieie e nnees 6
Annex

Tables listing the points defining the outer limit of the Republic of Fiji’'s extended continental
shelf in decimal degrees

List of figures
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A. Introduction

In consideration of the provisions of Article 76, paragraph 10 and Article 9, Annex Il of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Convention), and in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 2 of Annex | to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf (Commission), the Republic of the Fiji Islands (Fiji) makes this
partial submission without prejudice to any matters relating to unresolved maritime boundary
delimitation issues with New Zealand and with the Kingdom of Tonga.

Fiji signed the Convention on the day that it was opened for signature, 10 December 1982, at
Montego Bay, Jamaica. Reflecting the special importance of the sea in the life of Fiji, the
Republic of the Fiji Islands became the first State to ratify the convention, doing so on the
day the Convention was opened for Signature. The Convention entered into force for Fiji on
16 November 1994.

Under the provisions of Article 76, paragraph 8 and Article 4, Annex Il of the Convention, as
supplemented by the decisions of the Eleventh Meeting of State Parties to the Convention,
SPLOS/72, regarding the ten-year time period, a coastal State for which the Convention
entered into force before 13 May 1999 is required to submit particulars of the outer limits of
the continental shelf to the Commission, together with supporting scientific and technical
data, by 13 May 2009. This partial submission contains information on the delineation of the
outer limits of the continental shelf in the South Eastern Region of the North Fiji Basin, Lau-
Colville and Tonga Kermadec Complex (South East Region) beyond 200 nautical miles (M)
from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Fiji is measured and
therefore fulfils that obligation.

The rights of Fiji over the continental shelf exist ipso facto and ab initio, as reflected in Article
77 of the Convention.

This Submission is made subject to the provisions of Article 83, paragraph 1 of the
Convention, in that negotiation of continental shelf entittements between Fiji, New Zealand
and Tonga in the South Fiji Basin are incomplete.

In accordance with the provisions of Annex |, paragraph 3 to the Rules of Procedure, this
Submission represents a partial submission in respect of only one region of the extended
continental shelf of Fiji.

Pursuant to the Decision regarding the workload of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf and the ability of States, particularly developing States, to fulfill the
requirements of article 4 of annex Il to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
as well as the decision contained in SPLOS/72, paragraph (a) (SPLOS/183) Fiji has
communicated preliminary information in collaboration with neighboring States with respect
to two other Regions of continental shelf. These regions are: the Charlotte Bank Region, A
region in which the Solomon Islands also has continental shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles (M); and the North Fiji Basin Region in which both the Republic of Vanuatu and the
Solomon Islands also have a continental shelf beyond 200 M (see figure 1).
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B. Maps and Coordinates

Two figures have been supplied in this executive summary. The first figure provides an
overview of the areas of Fiji's continental shelf including the area of this partial submission
and the two outstanding areas covered by the communication of preliminary information
consistent with the decision of SPLOS/183. The second figure depicts the outer limit line and
fixed points that define this outer limit line according to the relevant provisions of article 76
invoked.

A List of coordinates of the fixed points that define the outer limit of Fiji's extended
continental shelf in its submission to the Commission is supplied in the attached annexe.
The points are supplied in decimal degrees. The provision of article 76 used to define each
fixed point, as well as the distance between adjacent points, is indicated in the annexe.

C. Commission members who provided advice during the preparation of the submission

Fiji has been assisted in the preparation of the submission by

Dr. Philip A. Symonds

Dr. Karl H.F. Hinz, a former member of the Commission (1997 - 2002).
No advice was provided by any other member of the Commission.

D. Provisions of Article 76 invoked in support of the submission

Fiji invokes paragraphs 4(a)(ii), 4(b), 5, 6 and 7 of article 76 to support its submission
delineating the outer limit of the continental shelf beyond 200 M from the territorial sea
baselines.

E. Outstanding Maritime Delimitations

Fiji has outstanding delimitations in the area of this partial submission with the Kingdom of
Tonga and New Zealand. It should be noted, however, that Fiji’'s submission is made without
prejudice to outstanding delimitations, consistent with article 76, paragraph 10 and Annex Il,
article 9 of UNCLOS.
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F. Note of Authentication

All maps, charts and databases forming part of Fiji's submission were prepared by the
competent Fijian Agencies responsible within Fiji for preparing such material and for

certifying its quality and reliability. The following agencies were involved in the preparation of
the submission.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and Civil Aviation
Attorney General’s Office and Ministry of Justice

Ministry for Fisheries and Forests

Ministry for Home Affairs, Immigration and National Disaster Management
Ministry for Lands, Mineral Resources and Environment

Ministry for Transport and Works

Ministry for Local Government, Housing and Squatter Settlement
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G. Overview of the South East Region

This partial submission encompasses the South East Region (Figure 2) of the North Fiji
Basin, Lau-Colville, Tonga-Kermadec Complex (Complex), the Complex is part of the South
West Pacific island arc system formed by the subduction of the Pacific Plate under the Indo-
Australian Plate. The Complex is the result of successive re-orientations of the subduction
system and consequent formation of associated arcs and back arc basins. The Complex is
morphologically and geologically distinct from the deep ocean floor of the Pacific basin to the
North and West, and is bounded on the south and west by the New Hebrides Trough.

The South Eastern Region covers the eastern most and youngest part of part of the Complex
consisting of the fossil Southern Lau-Colville island arc and active Tonga Kermadec Ridges
and the Southern part of the active Lau back arc basin where it narrows to form the Havre
Trough. To the west the Colville Ridge is bounded by the South Fiji Basin and to the east the
Tonga Kermadec Ridge is bound by the Tonga Kermadec Trough and the Pacific Basin.

In the area of this South east Region the CLCS has made recommendations with respect of
New Zealand that have direct relevance to this partial submission of Fiji*. In particular those
parts of the Recommendations for New Zealand that apply to the shared area of continental
shelf characterised by New Zealand as the Northern Region (paras 37-61) have been used
as the basis of the definition of the continental shelf in this South East Region by Fiji.

In the Recommendations for New Zealand the CLCS has “accepted that the Kermadec and
Colville Ridges form a set of Coalesced ridges with the Kermadec Ridge facing the Pacific
Ocean to the east and the Colville Ridge facing the South Fiji basin to the west. The
Kermadec Trough is the oceanic subduction Zone along the eastern flank of the Kermadec
Ridge. The eastern continental slope of the Kermadec Ridge is steep and the base of slope,
being the base of the subduction trough, is readily identified on a morphological basis.
Accordingly, the eastern flank of the Kermadec Ridge may readily be delineated by its foot of
the continental slope envelope and the Commission [agreed] with the way the foot of slope
was established by New Zealand in this area.” On the basis of these recommendations and
the absence of any additional survey information to modify the selection of the foot of slope
zone, Fiji has used the foot of slope locations identified as accepted by the CLCS in the
Kermadec Trough as the basis of its submission in the eastern margin of its South East
Region.

With regard to the western margin of the Colville ridge, the CLCS recommended that “The
location of the base of the continental slope towards the South Fiji Basin. i.e. the transition
from the slope of the Colville to the deep ocean floor of the South Fiji basin is generally easily
identified on a morphological basis. Subcommission agreed in general with the way the foot
of the continental slope is established by New Zealand in this area. On the basis of these
recommendations, Fiji has in general used the foot of slope locations identified as accepted
by the CLCS in the Western margin of the Lau-Colville Ridge. These recommended foot of
slope locations have been supplemented by a number of new foot of slope picks identified
consistently with the Recommendations of New Zealand based on data collected subsequent
to the Submission made by New Zealand.

! Recommendations of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) in Regard to the Submission made by
New Zealand 19 April 2006 (Recommendations for New Zealand)
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At paragraph 58 of the recommendations for New Zealand the Commission has accepted
that “Based on the Literature and the evidence in the Submission, the Commission agrees
that the Kermadec and Colville Ridge system....are natural components of the continental
margin of the North Island of New Zealand and may be classified as submarine elevations in
the sense of article 76, paragraph 6. Hence the depth constraint line originating from these
elevations may be applied....” Fiji argues that as the Fijian islands in general, and the Lau
Group of islands in particular which lie upon of the Lau-Coville Ridge , were formed by the
processes that gave rise to the Lau-Colville and Tonga-Kermadec Ridges in respect of Fiji
the Lau-Colville and Tonga-Kermadec ridges must also be classified as submarine elevations
in the sense of article 76,paragraph 6. Hence the depth constraint line originating from these
elevations may be applied in respect of Fiji.

The outer limit of the continental shelf of Fiji in the South East Region encompasses an area
of approximately 226,000 km? beyond the territorial sea baselines of Fiji, defined by 65 fixed
point:

e 1is a point where the outer limit of the extended continental shelf joins to the line
200 M from Fiji’'s territorial sea baseline (article 76, paragraph 1)

e 46 are defined by arcs 60 M from the foot of slope (article 76, paragraph 4(a)(ii))

e 19 are defined by arcs 100 M from the 2500 m isobath (article 76, paragraph 5 and 6)

e 2 are points where the continental shelf of Fiji intersects the line 200 M from New
Zealand's territorial sea baseline

e 1is a point where the continental margin of Fiji intersects the line 200 M from Tonga’s
territorial sea baseline.

Each successive pair of fixed points is connected by a straight line not exceeding 60 M in
length.

In addition to these fixed points, in the north-east the continental shelf is defined by the
200 M line constructed from the baselines of the Kingdom of Tonga and in the south-east by
the 200 M line constructed from New Zealand.

The list of points delineating the outer limit of Fiji's extended continental shelf in the South
East Region is contained in the attached Annexes.

The following provisions of article 76, as well as paragraphs 4(b) and 7, are invoked to
support the submission for the outer limit of the extended continental shelf in the Three Kings
Ridge region:

e Subparagraph 4(a)(ii).

e Paragraph 5.

e Paragraph 6.

There are outstanding delimitations with both the Kingdom of Tonga and New Zealand in the
area of this partial submission. It should be noted, however, that Fiji's submission is made
without prejudice to outstanding delimitations, consistent with article 76, paragraph 10 and
Annex Il, article 9 of UNCLOS.
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Figure 2. Map of the outer limit of the Republic of Fiji's extended continental shelf in the
South East Region of the North Fiji Basin, Lau-Colville and Tonga Kermadec Complex
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Tables listing the points defining the outer limit of the Republic of Fiji’'s extended

Annex

continental shelf in decimal degrees

Table 1. ECS Points Defining the Eastern Margin of the South East Region of the
North Fiji Basin, Lau-Colville and Tonga Kermadec Complex

ECS Point Longitude Latitude Distance to Article 76
previous point (M) Provision
Invoked

FIJI-ECS-1 174.680267° W 27.433605° S 200 M
FIJI-ECS-2 174.663406° W 27.390142° S 2.752083 Depth
FIJI-ECS-3 174.647858° W 27.34626° S 2.753688 Depth
FIJI-ECS-4 174.633682° W 27.302008° S 2.753916 Depth
FIJI-ECS-5 174.616852° W 27.256479° S 2.868914 60M

FIJI-ECS-6 174.609406° W 27.212559° S 2.657773 Depth
FIJI-ECS-7 174.598938° W 27.167494° S 2.753815 Depth
FIJI-ECS-8 174.589844° W 27.122192° S 2.753756 Depth
FIJI-ECS-9 174.582092° W 27.076693° S 2.753767 Depth
FIJI-ECS-10 174.575592° W 27.031034° S 2.753837 Depth
FIJI-ECS-11 174.36058° W 26.052574° S 59.66896 Depth
FIJI-ECS-12 174.344788° W 26.008806° S 2.753844 Depth
FIJI-ECS-13 174.330353° W 25.964659° S 2.753822 Depth
FIJI-ECS-14 174.317001° W 25.920238° S 2.753781 Depth
FIJI-ECS-15 174.304794° W 25.875544° S 2.753835 Depth
FIJI-ECS-16 174.293976° W 25.830563° S 2.753809 Depth
FIJI-ECS-17 174.284531° W 25.785328° S 2.753789 Depth
FIJI-ECS-18 174.276474° W 25.739874° S 2.753772 Depth
FIJI-ECS-19 174.269806° W 25.694237° S 2.753793 Depth
FIJI-ECS-20 174.208984° W 25.13892° S 33.38078 200 M
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Table 2. ECS Points Defining the Western Margin of the South East Region of the
North Fiji Basin, Lau-Colville and Tonga Kermadec Complex

ECS Point Longitude Latitude Distance to Article 76
previous point (M) Provision
Invoked
FIJI-ECS-21 176.741028° E 24.453615° S 200 M
FIJI-ECS-22 177.108719° E 25.395962° S 59.82504 60 M
FIJI-ECS-23 177.43808° E 26.311571° S 57.59938 60 M
FIJI-ECS-24 177.110428° E 27.131418° S 52.11199 60 M
FIJI-ECS-25 177.362213° E 28.106209° S 59.84996 Depth
FIJI-ECS-26 177.315079° E 28.125475° S 2.753864 Depth
FIJI-ECS-27 177.299927° E 28.132036° S 0.893955 60 M
FIJI-ECS-28 177.120773° E 29.115253° S 59.59468 60 M
FI1JI-ECS-29 177.090118° E 29.152586° S 2.754033 60 M
FIJI-ECS-30 177.061447° E 29.191105° S 2.753886 60 M
FIJI-ECS-31 177.03479° E 29.230732° S 2.753891 60 M
FIJI-ECS-32 177.010208° E 29.271391° S 2.754133 60 M
FIJI-ECS-33 176.987762° E 29.312986° S 2.753903 60 M
FIJI-ECS-34 176.967514° E 29.35544° S 2.753944 60 M
FIJI-ECS-35 176.949478° E 29.398661° S 2.754081 60 M
FIJI-ECS-36 176.933716° E 29.442554° S 2.75387 60 M
FIJI-ECS-37 176.920258° E 29.487036° S 2.753916 60 M
FIJI-ECS-38 176.909134° E 29.532009° S 2.753973 60 M
FIJI-ECS-39 176.900375° E 29.577377° S 2.75373 60 M
FI1JI-ECS-40 176.894012° E 29.623053° S 2.753988 60 M
FIJI-ECS-41 176.89003° E 29.668932° S 2.753845 60 M
FIJI-ECS-42 176.888474° E 29.714922° S 2.753941 60 M
FIJI-ECS-43 176.889328° E 29.760929° S 2.753952 60 M
FIJI-ECS-44 176.892609° E 29.80685° S 2.753899 60 M
FIJI-ECS-45 176.8983° E 29.852594° S 2.754026 60 M
FIJI-ECS-46 176.906403° E 29.898056° S 2.75374 60 M
FIJI-ECS-47 176.916901° E 29.943151° S 2.754088 60 M
FIJI-ECS-48 176.929764° E 29.987778° S 2.754091 60 M
FIJI-ECS-49 176.944992° E 30.031839° S 2.753949 60 M
FI1JI-ECS-50 176.918472° E 31.022577° S 59.3222 60 M
FIJI-ECS-51 176.542007° E 31.721115° S 46.0749 60 M
FIJI-ECS-52 176.541031° E 31.768192° S 2.818988 60 M
FIJI-ECS-53 176.542618° E 31.814171° S 2.754012 60 M
FIJI-ECS-54 176.546661° E 31.860035° S 2.753865 60 M
FIJI-ECS-55 176.553177° E 31.905695° S 2.754019 60 M
FIJI-ECS-56 176.562149° E 31.95105° S 2.753889 60 M
F1JI-ECS-57 176.573563° E 31.996004° S 2.754038 60 M
FIJI-ECS-58 176.587402° E 32.040462° S 2.753844 60 M
FIJI-ECS-59 176.603638° E 32.084332° S 2.753987 60 M
FI1JI-ECS-60 176.622223° E 32.127518° S 2.753908 60 M
FIJI-ECS-61 176.643158° E 32.16993° S 2.753903 60 M
FIJI-ECS-62 176.666367° E 32.211475° S 2.754038 60 M
FIJI-ECS-63 176.691803° E 32.252068° S 2.754041 60 M
FIJI-ECS-64 176.719437° E 32.291615° S 2.7538 60 M
FIJI-ECS-65 176.839996° E 32.55423° S 16.87494 200 M
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