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1. Selected indicators1. Selected indicators
Reported landingsReported landings
Food Food 
EmploymentEmployment
State of stocksState of stocks
TradeTrade
Fleet sizeFleet size



Reported marine productionReported marine production
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NonNon--coastal marine landingscoastal marine landings

In million 
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Contribution to food Contribution to food 
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Fishers Fishers 
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International tradeInternational trade
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growing 
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Fish trade balanceFish trade balance

-10

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

19
76

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
95

20
00

20
03

Billion US $
Latin America and the
Caribbean
China

Africa

Oceania

Canada and United
States
Europe

Asia excluding China

Su
rp

lu
s

D
ef

ic
it



Decked vessels > 100 tonsDecked vessels > 100 tons

Europe

Asia

America
AfricaOceania

Close to 85% 
of the large 
vessels  are in 
Asia

Source FAO



Age of vessels > 100 tons (2003)Age of vessels > 100 tons (2003)

Source: FAO / Lloyds

Over 25 years



2. Selected issues2. Selected issues

OverfishingOverfishing
Overcapacity / fleet size Overcapacity / fleet size 
Economic viabilityEconomic viability
SubsidiesSubsidies
Bycatch and discardsBycatch and discards
Monitoring (MCS)Monitoring (MCS)
RightRight--based systemsbased systems
Natural oscillationsNatural oscillations
FishmealFishmeal
StatisticsStatistics
CapacityCapacity--buildingbuilding
RFMOsRFMOs
NonNon--tariff barrierstariff barriers
Precautionary approachPrecautionary approach

Extinction and FAOExtinction and FAO--CITESCITES
CaptureCapture--based aquaculturebased aquaculture
Labor standardsLabor standards
Catch certificationCatch certification
EcolabellingEcolabelling
Deep sea fisheriesDeep sea fisheries
Stock recoveryStock recovery
Biodiversity, ecosystemBiodiversity, ecosystem

““ClassicalClassical”” ““NewNew””

““EmergingEmerging””
Risk managementRisk management
Fishery ethicsFishery ethics
Animal welfareAnimal welfare



State of stocks: 2004State of stocks: 2004
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Stocks trends: 1974Stocks trends: 1974--20032003
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OverfishingOverfishing
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State of selected resourcesState of selected resources
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State of stocks by regionState of stocks by region
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North Sea North Sea ““recoveryrecovery””
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Fleet size: From past to futureFleet size: From past to future
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Deep sea: increased pressure!Deep sea: increased pressure!

Patton Seamount:  http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/



By catch and discards trendsBy catch and discards trends
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Natural oscillationsNatural oscillations

Source: redrawn from FAO- Klyashtorin
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Natural oscillationsNatural oscillations
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Natural oscillationsNatural oscillations
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Climate ChangeClimate Change

Source Ifremer

Climate changeClimate change
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Food security: Food security: Dependence on fishDependence on fish
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3. Social response3. Social response
Media stormingMedia storming
Consumer Consumer mobilisationmobilisation
Legal and policy frameworksLegal and policy frameworks



Media StormingMedia Storming



ConsumerConsumer’’s pressures pressure
 



Policy changesPolicy changes

The Code of 
Conduct: the 
agreed charter 
towards more 
responsible 
fisheries



4. Outlook4. Outlook
Action requiredAction required
Main obstaclesMain obstacles
Old demons and emerging issuesOld demons and emerging issues



Stronger commitment towards:Stronger commitment towards:

An ecologically sustainable futureAn ecologically sustainable future

A more responsible governance and industry (High seas)A more responsible governance and industry (High seas)

Further institutional reform towards more and better Further institutional reform towards more and better 
participation, participation, anticipation, precaution, integration, monitoring anticipation, precaution, integration, monitoring 
and evaluation, decisionand evaluation, decision--making and longermaking and longer--term perspective;term perspective;

A redirected science: more interA redirected science: more inter--disciplinary, towards and with disciplinary, towards and with 
stakeholders, ecosystemstakeholders, ecosystem--conscious, aimed at forecasting, risk conscious, aimed at forecasting, risk 
assessment and policyassessment and policy--making;making;

A more effective implementation of existing instruments.A more effective implementation of existing instruments.



Progressively eliminate old problemsProgressively eliminate old problems
Reduce / suppress overcapacity and perverse subsidiesReduce / suppress overcapacity and perverse subsidies
Improve habitat protection and selectivityImprove habitat protection and selectivity

Pragmatically promote local democratic institutionsPragmatically promote local democratic institutions
Support local civic educationSupport local civic education
Develop local governance capacityDevelop local governance capacity

Transfer sufficient and appropriate powersTransfer sufficient and appropriate powers
Allocate secured communal or individual rightsAllocate secured communal or individual rights
Ensure equitable adjudication
Support equity and justice

Establish minimum environmental standards
Identify societal objectives and natural constraints
Develop indicators for monitoring and evaluation

Source: Modified from Ribot, J. C. (2002). Democratic decentralization of natural resources: Institutionalizing popular 
participation. Washington D.C. WRI

Changing management policyChanging management policy



The Fisheries The Fisheries ““Tool BoxTool Box””
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Sectoral integrationSectoral integration
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Further broadening of an already large and contradictory set of Further broadening of an already large and contradictory set of 
objectives;objectives;

Misfit between:Misfit between:

The expectations of the users the available resources;The expectations of the users the available resources;

The urgency of regulation and the social resilience to it; The urgency of regulation and the social resilience to it; 

The ideal and affordable degree of integration and The ideal and affordable degree of integration and 
participationparticipation

The desirable and affordable Information.The desirable and affordable Information.

Main obstaclesMain obstacles



Fisheries ethics and human rights

Bioethics and animal welfare

Intrusion of tribunals in decision-making (and governance)

Globalization by the market.

Emerging issuesEmerging issues



Excess fishing capacityExcess fishing capacity
Perverse subsidiesPerverse subsidies
Poor selectivity and unethical discards Poor selectivity and unethical discards 
Critical habitats degradationCritical habitats degradation
Abuse of the <<freedom>> in the high seasAbuse of the <<freedom>> in the high seas
NonNon--deterrent coercion deterrent coercion 
UnderUnder--funded researchfunded research
Dominance of shortDominance of short--term concerns and market forces term concerns and market forces 

Old demonsOld demons



SOFIA at:
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/y5852e/y5852e00.pdf

State of World Marine Fishery Resources 
http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/DOCREP/007/y5600e/y

5600e00.htm

See more....See more....

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/y5852e/y5852e00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/DOCREP/007/y5600e/y5600e00.htm
http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/DOCREP/007/y5600e/y5600e00.htm
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