


Jamaica’'s
marine
territory is
approximately

235,000 km?2 or
21 times the
area of the
mainland.

Planktonic and pelagic communities exists in the off shore water as
well as a rich and relatively un-studied deep-water benthic fauna.

What is known

 What is known

— 3427 species of marine flora and
fauna

— 143 genera from deep sea

 What is unknown

— Specimens collected, yet to be
identified
— ~1 million species yet to be discovered










|ICBG Programme

New Drugs from Marine Natural

Resources from Jamaica reefs Project
(UMISS/UWI)

Medicinal potential for marine life in Jamaican coral reefs,
has the potential to bring important pharmaceuticals to the

market place.

Preliminary Grant Application
—Samples collected and
exported under a Materials
Transfer Agreement.

—Filing of a US Utility Patent
Application based on
materials collected in Jamaica

Application unsuccessful due to degraded
status of Jamaica’s reefs

Restoration of Coral Reefs

In association with the National
Institute of Oceanography in
Haifa, Israel

Reef building coral species
susceptible to bleaching
Extract DNA from the
zooxanthallae

Corals with resistant strains
used for rehabilitation

Training to take place in Israel in

2008 ﬁ













