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Foreword

The full and effective implementation of international law of the sea, as
reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and
related instruments, depends on the capacity of States to effectively
manage ocean spaces, resources and activities. Such implementation
is also essential to meeting the ocean-related Sustainable Development
Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, —
including Goal 14, to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development — fulfilling the commit-
ments made under the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)
Pathway and implementing the Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024. However,
the reports of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea
clearly illustrate that capacity-building in various areas of ocean affairs
and the law of the sea remains a significant need for many States, in par-
ticular developing countries.



The General Assembly has emphasized that capacity-
building is essential to ensure that States, especially
developing countries, in particular the least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small
island developing States, as well as coastal African
States, are able to fully implement the Convention,
benefit from the sustainable development of the
oceans and seas and participate fully in global and
regional forums on ocean affairs and the law of the
sea. Indeed, although capacity-building is not directly
referenced in the Convention, it remains at the core of
its full and effective implementation and uniform and
consistent application.

The framers of the Convention were keenly aware

of the need for capacity-building, especially in the
absence of any fund or assistance programme embed-
ded within it. Although the Convention does not con-
tain the term “capacity-building”, it does contain over
25 references to the need to help developing States
and take their concerns into account. As recognized
by the Convention, cooperation among States and
international organizations is an effective means

by which capacities can be developed in the field of
ocean affairs and the law of the sea, including marine
science. Indeed, in view of the interconnectivity of the
oceans, assistance aimed at strengthening capacities
to manage ocean-related activities in a sustainable
manner would ultimately benefit all States.

The Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (United
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement) explicitly recognizes
and addresses the need for specific assistance,
including financial, scientific and technological assis-
tance, in order that developing States can participate
effectively in the conservation, management and sus-
tainable use of straddling fish stocks and highly migra-
tory fish stocks.

It is not surprising, then, that the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal

Affairs, which serves as secretariat to the Convention
and the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, as well
as various General Assembly processes on oceans
and the law of the sea, has had conferred upon it by
the Assembly a strong capacity-building mandate in
oceans and the law of the sea. Indeed, the Secretariat
continues to receive and respond to an increasing
number of requests for capacity-building and technical
assistance in ocean affairs and the law of the sea. The
Assembly has recognized with appreciation the contri-
bution of the Division to capacity-building activities at
the national and regional levels, in particular the work
of the Division in promoting wider appreciation of the
Convention and in assisting with its implementation,
through the provision of information, advice and assis-
tance to States and intergovernmental organizations,
as well as the support of the Division for Member
States’ implementation of the relevant parts of the
2030 Agenda.

The present publication is aimed at raising awareness
of the work being undertaken by the Division in the
development and delivery of capacity-building proj-
ects and programmes and in the administration of
trust funds to support the activities of States related
to oceans and the law of the sea, thereby making
them more accessible to potential beneficiaries and
attractive to potential donors. Through this work, as
well as other types of capacity-building activities of
the Division, the Office of Legal Affairs is committed
to continuing to partner with States and other stake-
holders to address the gaps in ocean capacity that
hamper the full and effective implementation of the
Convention and related instruments, which form the
framework for sustainable development.

Miguel de Serpa Soares

Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs
and United Nations Legal Counsel
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Introduction

The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of
Legal Affairs (previously the Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea and then the Office for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea) has been providing information, advice
and assistance to States and intergovernmental organizations in the field
of oceans and the law of the sea since the adoption of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1982. The Division provides informa-
tion, advice and assistance to States through its capacity-building pro-
gramme and through the financial assistance made available to States
through the voluntary trust funds the Division administers. Assistance

is developed on the basis of needs, in close cooperation with beneficia-
ries and donors, as well as relevant intergovernmental organizations and
development partners. Priority is given to developing States, in accor-
dance with the terms of reference of each project or fund.



The importance of meeting the needs of States, espe-
cially developing States, was well recognized by the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.
Importantly, in 1981, this recognition was clearly articu-
lated by the Secretary-General in a study on the future
functions of the Secretary-General under the draft
convention and on the needs of countries, especially
developing countries, for information, advice and assis-
tance under the new legal regime (A/CONF.62/L.76),
which was requested by the General Assembly in its
resolution 35/116. In 1983, the Secretary-General
further identified the central importance of meeting
such needs as one of the “basic requirements to be
met in the institutional arrangements for the law of the
sea” in his report to the Assembly on the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (A/38/570
and A/38/570/Corr.1). In its resolution 38/59, the
Assembly took special note of that report, including
the reference therein to the increasing needs of States
for information, advice and assistance. In 1984, the
Secretary-General noted in his report on the law of the
sea that requests for information, advice and assis-
tance had grown perceptibly in the preceding year
(A/39/647, para. 107).

Some four decades later, the Secretary-General con-
tinues to discharge those responsibilities entrusted to
him pursuant to the mandates contained in the resolu-
tions of the General Assembly on oceans and the law
of the sea, sustainable fisheries and the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of
areas beyond national jurisdiction. The Secretary-
General, in his bulletin on the organization of the Office
of Legal Affairs (ST/SGB/2021/1), also provided for the
current specific mandate of the Division in this regard.

The needs of Member States, in particular developing
States, for information, advice and assistance have not
stopped developing and growing. Consequently, the
General Assembly continues to acknowledge those
needs, and the important role of the Secretary-General,
through the Division’s provision of information, advice
and assistance to States through its capacity-building
programmes. Most recently, in 2021, in its resolution
76/72,the Assembly repeated its invitation to the
Secretary-General, in cooperation with Member States,
international financial institutions, donor agencies

and intergovernmental organizations, to endeavour to
expand the capacity-building activities of the Division
in order to meet the increased need for assistance to
developing States. It also invited again these agencies,
as well as non-governmental organizations (NGOs)and
natural and juridical persons, to support the capaci-
ty-building activities of the Division, including by making
earmarked voluntary contributions to the trust funds.

In addition to recognizing the importance of provid-
ing information, advice and assistance to States, the
General Assembly has recognized the need for the
provision of financial assistance to developing States.
In response to those needs, a number of trust funds

and an assistance fund have been established by

the Assembly and are administered by the Division.
The funds respond to important needs recognized by
the Assembly, namely the need to facilitate the work
of United Nations bodies and processes in the field

of oceans and the law of the Sea, assist developing
States in participating in such bodies and processes,
and support the implementation of the Convention and
related agreements by developing States.

The funds provide a range of assistance and support,
including the following: supporting the participation of
the members of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf who are from developing countries in
the meeting of the Commission and supporting devel-
oping countries in the preparation of their submissions
to the Commission; assisting developing countries in
attending the meetings of the United Nations Open-
ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and
the Law of the Sea and the meetings of the preparatory
committee and an Intergovernmental Conference on
the development of an international legally binding
instrument under the Convention on the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of
areas beyond national jurisdiction; and supporting
developing countries with regard to certain other bod-
ies and processes. In that regard, the trust funds and
assistance fund play a crucial role in supporting the
implementation of the Convention by developing States
and in ensuring the inclusivity and effectiveness of the
above-mentioned bodies and processes.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the Sustainable Development Goals are mainstreamed
into the Division’s work, as are other contemporary
and emerging topics of relevance to the beneficiaries
of the Division’s capacity-building activities. Such
topics include ocean governance, the science-policy
interface, oceans and climate change, sustainable
ocean-based economies (the “blue economy”), gender
and the oceans, and marine environmental protection.
United Nations organizational goals, including in rela-
tion to gender, have also been incorporated through-
out the development and implementation of Division’s
capacity-building programme.

The capacity-building programme plays a critical role
in complementing the work of the Division with regard
to the functions of the Secretary-General under the
Convention and the Agreement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating
to the Conservation and Management of Straddling
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (United
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement). The Division

serves as the secretariat for the Convention and the
Agreement.

The present publication, prepared pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 75/239, paragraph 363, presents
presents some of the main elements of the Division's
capacity-building programme, described below.

Enhancing Ocean Capacity



1. Technical cooperation projects

The Division’s technical cooperation projects include
arange of capacity-development activities at the
multilateral and bilateral levels. Assistance to States,
upon their request and in accordance with their needs,
includes activities related to the application and
implementation of the provisions of the Convention
and its implementing agreements, as well as the
development and implementation of ocean gover-
nance frameworks; ocean-related aspects of the 2030
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals; and
sustainable ocean-based economies (the “blue econ-
omy”). Assistance is delivered through needs-based
and responsive programmes, which are developed and
delivered in partnership with the beneficiaries, donors
and relevant partner institutions.

2. Fellowships and training

The Division coordinates several fellowship pro-
grammes and provides training courses on a wide
range of issues relating to ocean affairs and the law of
the sea. The United Nations-Nippon Foundation capac-
ity-building programmes include a series of fellow-
ships and training activities, as well as a vibrant alumni
network. In partnership with and funded by the Nippon

Foundation, the programmes are implemented by the
Division in cooperation with various academic host
institutions around the world. In addition, the Division
manages the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial
Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, which provides a fel-
lowship opportunity to qualified persons specializing
in the law of the sea and ocean affairs. Other training
activities of the Division include ad hoc briefings and
contributions to training programmes organized by
national, intergovernmental and NGOs in the field of
oceans and the law of the sea.

3. Trust funds and assistance fund

The Division administers a number of trust funds and
an assistance fund, which facilitate the work of United
Nations bodies and processes in the field of oceans
and the law of the sea, ensure the participation of devel-
oping countries in such bodies and processes and sup-
port the implementation of the Convention and related
agreements by developing States. The Division also
assists States with respect to their voluntary contribu-
tions to the funds and their applications for assistance
under the funds, and also administers awards given to
States and related reporting procedures for each fund.

Other capacity-related activities of the Division

Apart from the activities highlighted in the present publication, the Division is engaged in a range of other activities aimed at facilitating
the full and effective implementation and uniform and consistent application of the Convention, including those described below.

Advisory services

Advisory services are provided to States on issues related to the ratification of the Convention and related agreements; their
uniform and consistent application and full and effective implementation, including the impact of the entry into force of the
Convention in light of the rights and obligations of States arising therefrom; and on the harmonization of national rules and
regulations with the provisions of the Convention. The advisory services provided to intergovernmental organizations pertain to
analysis of the relationships between the provisions of the Convention and these organizations' existing and proposed instru-
ments and programmes of these organizations on matters relating to oceans and the law of the sea within their respective areas
of competence with the provisions of the Convention.

Studies and guidelines

The Division carries out studies on, inter alia, State practice with regard to the law of the sea and the legislative history of partic-
ular provisions of the Convention. It also produces guidelines in respect of the practical application of many complex provisions
of the Convention. Of particular note are the guidelines on maritime baselines, definition of the continental shelf, and marine
scientific research. These publications on the law of the sea assist States and intergovernmental organizations in the uniform
and consistent application of the relevant provisions of the Convention.

The Division has also prepared a training manual for delineation of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles and for preparation of submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

Reference collection and databases

The Division maintains an extensive reference collection dealing with oceans and the law of the sea matters and provides library
services to end-users.

The Division also maintains extensive databases containing national legislation and the delimitation treaties, from almost all
coastal countries of the world. Moreover, the Division maintains a geographical information system database on charts and/or
lists of geographical coordinates and other related information deposited by States parties to the Convention with respect to
the limits of their maritime zones. The databases are used as tools for providing technical assistance to States in adopting and/
or adapting national legislation in harmony with the Convention and delineating national maritime zones.

Introduction


https://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/doalos_publications.htm

Web pages

The Division manages a number of web pages relating to its activities, which serve as important tool for the dissemination of
information and technical assistance. Through the web pages, various materials, including publications, reports, legal materials
and documents relating to oceans and the law of the sea, can be accessed.

The Division’s web pages include:

> General web page of the Division on oceans and law of the sea, with information on all processes and activities the Division
is involved in, available at www.un.org/Depts/los.

> Web page dedicated to the technical cooperation projects, fellowships and trust funds managed by the Division, available at
www.un.org/oceancapacity.

> Web page for the Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond
national jurisdiction (BBNJ), for which the Division acts as the secretariat, available at www.un.org/bbnj.

» Web page for the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including
Socioeconomic Aspects, for which the Division acts as the secretariat, available at www.un.org/regularprocess.

Enhancing Ocean Capacity
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Technical
cooperation projects

The Division’s technical cooperation projects include a range of capacity-
development activities at the multilateral and bilateral levels. Assistance
to States, upon their request and in accordance with their needs,
includes activities related to the application and implementation of the
provisions of the Convention and its implementing agreements, as well
as the development and implementation of: ocean governance frame-
works; ocean-related aspects of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals; and sustainable ocean-based economies (the “blue
economy”). Assistance is delivered through needs-based and responsive
programmes of assistance, which are developed and delivered in partner-
ship with the beneficiaries and relevant institutions.

For more information, please visit the capacity-building website of the
Division (www.un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.



Activities

A. Programmes of assistance

The project comprises three main activities:

to meet the strategic capacity
needs of developing countries

in the field of ocean governance

and the law of the sea

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea/
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation
ocean governance programmes

Strengthening the strategic capacity of developing
countries in ocean governance and the law of the sea
for sustainable ocean economies

At a glance

Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea/
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation ocean
governance programmes provide capacity development
and technical assistance to developing States over a
four-year period to reinforce their capacity to implement
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(the Convention) and related instruments, and to better
harness the benefits of the blue economy, including by
taking measures to achieve the ocean-related Goals and
targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

About

The ocean provides countless benefits to States,
including economic opportunities through the sus-
tainable use and management of marine resources,
ecosystem services such as coastal protection and
weather regulation, as well as cultural, recreational
and spiritual benefits.

To harness the potential of the ocean, developing States
require adequate legal and institutional frameworks that
foster sustainable ocean-based economies (the “blue
economy”). Strengthening ocean governance thus pro-
vides an important foundation for achieving the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Division/Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation ocean governance programmeshelp ben-
eficiary States to identify and address capacity gaps

at the national and regional levels to overcome critical
capacity-building barriers. Consequently, they enable
the beneficiary States to better address strategically
important and time-sensitive issues related to the law of
the sea and ocean governance issues, and ultimately, to
promote strengthened, sustainable and inclusive ocean
economies.

The programmes were launched in the fall of 2020 and

are scheduled to run over a period of four years, con-
cluding in 2024.

(a)

©)

Regional consultations:

The Division is conducting consultations with
regional intergovernmental organizations and
others to gain insight into ongoing regional pro-
grammes and activities on ocean governance and
to identify capacity-building needs and priorities
in the region.

This project activity will deliver an inventory

of ocean-related capacity-building needs and
priorities within regions. It will also aid in the
identification of existing programmes on ocean
governance to determine how the project can
complement or reinforce such initiatives through
customized training courses and other capaci-
ty-building initiatives.

Since October 2020, consultations have been con-
ducted with more than 20 regional organizations
in Africa, the Asia and the Pacific region and Latin
America and the Caribbean. Topics that have been
identified in an initial round of regional consulta-
tions as priority areas include maritime boundary
delimitation, marine spatial planning, the extended
continental shelf, ocean governance and the blue
economy.

Customized training courses:

Reinforcing the capacity of government offi-

cials and relevant stakeholders is critical for the
implementation of ocean governance strategies at
the regional and national levels. To enhance capac-
ities and mutual understanding in the regions,

the Division applies its extensive experience in
developing and delivering customized regional or
national courses on ocean affairs and the law of
the sea, informed by the regional consultations
and guided by regional and subregional needs and
priorities.

The courses are open to government officials,
officials from regional organizations and other
relevant stakeholders. The nomination of women
candidates is strongly encouraged.

Courses are delivered on prioritized topics such as
ocean governance, the blue economy, marine spa-
tial planning, maritime boundary delimitation and
extended continental shelf, among other areas.

National ocean governance studies:

Understanding ocean governance frameworks

is fundamental to building sustainable ocean-
based economies. By facilitating national ocean
governance studies, the Division helps beneficiary
States to gain strategic insights into their legal

Enhancing Ocean Capacity



and institutional frameworks relating to ocean
affairs and the law of the sea. This allows States
to identify key needs and gaps, and enhance
their implementation of the Convention and
related instruments, as well as the 2030 Agenda,
strengthen their blue economy strategies; and
develop effective policies for relevant ocean
sectors.

The ocean governance studies provide a high-
level overview of the beneficiary State’s legal and
institutional frameworks on ocean affairs and the
law of the sea, including in priority sectors identi-
fied by the State, as well as a prioritized inventory
of capacity-building needs.

The studies are conducted by consultants from
the region. To build the capacity of local research-
ers, the project also seeks to involve early-career
ocean academics, such as a students pursuing

a doctorate or a post-doctoral researcher, in the
studies. The Division supports the development of
Ocean Governance Studies, building on its experi-
ence and expertise in ocean affairs and law of the
sea.

Since 2020, national ocean governance studies
have been initiated in Ghana, Antigua and Barbuda,
Viet Nam, Panama, Togo, Mozambique, Trinidad
and Tobago, Cameroon, Mexico and Indonesia.

Donor and partners

Funding for the project is provided by the Government
of Norway as part of its newly established Oceans

for Development programme, which is managed by
the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation
(Norad).

The project activities are implemented by the Division,
drawing on its long-standing experience in delivering
responsive programmes of assistance in ocean affairs
and the law of the sea.

Participation

Participation in the programme is open to States
included on the list of countries eligible for offi-
cial development assistance maintained by

the Development Assistance Committee of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development.

To participate in a national ocean governance study,
eligible States are invited to send a formal expression
of interest to the Division.

Participation in customized training courses will be
open to eligible candidates in relevant regions when
the courses are announced.

Part | - Technical cooperation projects

For more information, please visit the capacity-
building website of the Division (www.un.org/ocean-
capacity) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.

B. Evidence-based and policy-
coherent oceans economy and
trade strategies project

Assisting coastal developing States and small island
developing States to build competitive and sustaina-
bly managed ocean-based value chains within ocean
affairs and law of the sea frameworks

At a glance

The evidence-based and policy-coherent oceans economy
and trade strategies project, implemented by the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
in cooperation with the Division, is aimed at supporting
coastal developing countries, and in particular small island
developing States, in realizing the potential economic
benefits to be gained from the sustainable use of marine
resources and understanding the legal and institutional
frameworks underpinning such potential.

It further assists coastal developing countries and key
stakeholders in promoting the sustainable trade of prod-
ucts and services in ocean-based economic sectors by
analysing, elaborating and adopting evidence-based and
policy-coherent oceans economy and trade strategies and
enhancing national implementation capacities.

About

With oceans-based economic sectors predicted to grow
dramatically in the 2020s, developments in technology
and limits on land-based activities are transforming the
oceans into promising new economic frontiers.

The ocean economy offers significant untapped
opportunities for sustainable development, including
the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, and in particular Goal 14 - to conserve and sus-
tainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources
for sustainable development.

The potential of the ocean economy is of particular
relevance to coastal developing States and small
island developing States, which face numerous addi-
tional challenges when endeavouring to develop sus-
tainable ocean economies. It is also increasingly clear
that effective ocean governance frameworks must
underpin sustainable ocean economies. Thus build-
ing capacity and understanding with regard to ocean
affairs and the law of the sea understanding and
capacity remains a central priority for States.



Activities

To strengthen the capacities of the target countries

in elaborating, adopting and implementing evi-
dence-based and policy coherent ocean economy and
trade strategies with a view to promoting the sustain-
able trade of products and services in ocean-based
economic sectors within the Convention framework,
UNCTAD and the OLA/Division are implementing the
project in four phases:

(@) Assessment and formulation, including data anal-
ysis of ocean economy sectors and selection of
two sectors in each beneficiary State;

(b) Validation and implementation, including the
preparation of the ocean economy and trade strat-
egies and the review and validation of findings
and recommendations;

(c) Technical assistance and training to support prior-
ity ocean economy and trade strategy actions for
each beneficiary State;

(d) Dissemination of information and knowledge
sharing through regional workshops and sharing
within multilateral events

Other activities have been added to assess and
address the impacts of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic on the selected ocean economy
sectors in each beneficiary State.

Some of the principal outcomes of the project in the
period from 2018 to 2021 have included:

(@ The completion and validation of ocean governance
studies for Barbados, Belize and Costa Rica;

(b) The completion and validation of ocean economy
trade strategies in Barbados, Belize and Costa Rica;

(c) The implementation of national capacity-building
projects in relation to the development of a draft
national plan for the adaptive management of
multi-species fisheries and a study on catch-
reporting methodology study for Belize and the
establishment of a national collective brand iden-
tity for seafood from Costa Rica;

(d) The preparation of an analytical study on the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
selected sectors to be addressed by the ocean
economy and trade strategy in Barbados, Belize
and Costa Rica;

(e) The holding of a regional experience-sharing work-
shop in relation to the processes and outcomes of
the ocean economy and trade strategy project.

Donor and partners

The project was funded through a grant from the
United Nations Development Account (11th tranche).

It is implemented by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in cooperation with
the Division.

Participation

The project’s intended beneficiaries are coastal develop-
ing countries, in particular small island developing States.
For the first project cycle (2018-2022), there are three
beneficiary States: Barbados, Belize and Costa Rica.

Donors seeking to fund additional cycles of the OETS
project are invited to contact the Division.

For more information, please visit the capacity-
building website of the Division (www.un.org/ocean-
capacity) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.

C. PROBLUE multi-donor
trust fund ocean governance
capacity-building training
programme

Building regional capacity in ocean governance for
sustainable ocean economies

At a glance

The PROBLUE multi-donor trust fund ocean governance
capacity-building training programme, comprising online
and in-person workshops, is aimed at enhancing partici-
pants’ understanding of relevant aspects of international
law of the sea and facilitating the development and imple-
mentation of national legal and ocean governance frame-
works with a view to sustaining blue economies, including
by mobilizing public and private financial resources for
sustainable development.

About

The ocean governance capacity-building training pro-
gramme brings together a number of partner entities
with a view to conducting a multi-component training
programme on various aspects of oceans and the law
of the sea under the aegis of the PROBLUE multi-donor
trust of the World Bank. The programme is scheduled
to run from 2021 to 2023.

Partners in the training programme have complemen-
tary missions with respect to capacity development
for ocean governance and therefore have agreed to
cooperate to design and deliver a training program on
international law related to ocean governance and the
legal framework for the blue economy, including rele-
vant regional conventions, drawing on each Partner’s
respective areas of expertise. The World Bank is acting
as the overall project coordinator.

The Division is the lead for training on the Convention,
including national implementation, ocean governance
frameworks, multilateral fisheries agreements, dispute
settlement, marine scientific research and maritime
security, as well as the blue economy and sustainable
development.
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Activities

The programme is intended to be delivered through
three main activities:

(@) Online workshops, designed to provide an intro-
duction to the legal framework for the ocean and
seas, in particular the Convention and related
instruments, and ocean governance in a number
of core modules, with an opportunity to develop
knowledge in more specialized areas in the elec-
tive modules. The workshops include class prepa-
ration materials, pre-recorded lectures and other
asynchronous activities, which are provided on a
learning platform, and interactive live sessions;

(b) In-person workshops, for participants who have
successfully completed the online workshops;

(c) Self-paced e-learning course, to be publicly avail-
able and designed primarily for participants who
do not attend the online and in-person workshop.

In 2021, the training programme was delivered virtually
through online workshops, in the Pacific subregion (in
English) and in Africa (in English and French).

Donor and partners

The project is funded through the PROBLUE multi-donor
trust fund of the World Bank, which supports the devel-
opment of integrated, sustainable and healthy marine
and coastal resources.

It is delivered in partnership with the Environment
and International Law Practice Group of the Legal
Vice Presidency of the World Bank, the International
Seabed Authority, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the University of
Melbourne Law School and the Centre de droit mari-
time et océanique of the Université de Nantes.

Participation

The project is aimed at government officials, staff
members of partner or collaborating organizations,
relevant stakeholders whose work directly concerns
issues pertaining to ocean governance, oceans policy,
fisheries, marine pollution, conservation and biodiver-
sity, maritime transport and shipping, marine scientific
research, activities in the Area, or related thematic
areas. Participants must be nationals of, or have a
direct working relationship with, a developing State.

Calls for applications, including details relating to
regional workshop delivery and dates, as well as appli-
cation procedures, are circulated through relevant
networks.

For more information, please visit the capacity-
building website of the Division (www.un.org/ocean
capacity) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.
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D. Training programme on
marine scientific research
under the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea

Enhancing the capacity of small island developing
States and others to advance marine science and
marine scientific research

At a glance

The training programme on marine scientific research
under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Seais aimed at promoting and facilitating the development
and conduct of marine scientific research in accordance
with the Convention. It seeks to achieve that objective
by increasing the awareness among developing coastal
States and researching States of the relevant provisions
of the Convention, and by strengthening the capacity of
developing coastal States to implement the provisions on
marine scientific research provisions of the Convention
and other relevant instruments.

The training programme was launched by the Division
and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) as part of the commitment to the
SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway.

About

Marine science and marine scientific research play a
critical role in sustainable development, as the General
Assembly has consistently recognized in its annual
resolutions on oceans and the law of the sea, as well
as in the 2030 Agenda, in particular target 14.a of the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Research, and the tools required to conduct it, are
essential for the sustainable development of the
oceans and the seas and their resources. They sup-
port informed decision-making on the conservation
and sustainable use of the marine environment and

its resources, and they help to understand, predict and
respond to adverse natural events and climate change.

The capacity to implement the relevant marine sci-
entific research provisions of the Convention and
other relevant instruments is essential for coastal and
researching States alike. A limited awareness and
capacity for implementation of the relevant rights and
obligations set out under the Convention hampers the
full realization of the benefits that can be derived from
marine scientific research and, in some cases, can
create obstacles to marine scientific research itself.



Activities

The Division, in partnership with the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, has developed a train-
ing programme to deliver customized, regional and
subregional courses covering the legal, technical and
scientific aspects of marine scientific research in the
context of the implementation of the relevant provi-
sions of the Convention, in particular with respect to
the practice of the consent procedures, to reinforce
the participants’ knowledge of the rights and obliga-
tions of coastal and researching States.

The multidisciplinary approach of the courses pro-
vides a unique opportunity for information sharing

on marine scientific research national policies, laws
and practices, as well as practices under relevant
international instruments. Additionally, specialized
break-out streams allow for in-depth training for each
category of participants according to their roles and
functions in the implementation of the marine scien-
tific research provisions of the Convention.

The training teams include people who are recognized
experts in their respective fields and other experts to
be drawn, as necessary, from relevant United Nations
entities, competent international organizations, rele-
vant regional organizations, governments, research
institutes and academia. To the extent possible, the
training teams include experts who are from, or famil-
iar with, the particular region or subregion where the
course is being held. Course content and materials are
adapted according to specific regional needs and in
consultation with the relevant partners and experts.

With the generous support of the Korea Maritime
Institute, the training programme was delivered to
small island developing States from 7 to 11 December
2015 in Busan, Republic of Korea, in collaboration
with the Pacific Community, and from 2 to 5 May
2017 in Castries, Saint Lucia, in cooperation with the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and
the Sub-Commission for the Caribbean and Adjacent
Regions of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission. A third training programme was delivered
from 6—10 May 2019 in Oostende, Belgium, in coop-
eration with the OceanTeacher Global Academy, with
priority given to participants from North African and
European countries.

Partners

The training programme was launched by the Division
and the Commission as part of their commitment to
the SAMOA Pathway, which was formally adopted by
the third International Conference on Small Island
Developing States in 2014. The SAMOA Pathway
reaffirmed that international law, as reflected in the
Convention, provides the legal framework for the
conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their
resources, and called for, inter alia, the promotion of
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and support for national, subregional and regional
efforts to assess, conserve, protect, manage and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and their resources
by supporting research. It also identified the need to
provide technical assistance in the field of marine
scientific research.

Participation

The training programme is aimed at individuals from
developing coastal States and researching States
responsible for and/or involved in the implementation
of the provisions of the Convention on marine scien-
tific research, in particular those individuals who have
arole in the consent procedure under the Convention.

Application procedures will be announced well in
advance of the delivery of the programme.

For more information, please visit the capacity-
building website of the Division (www.un.org/ocean-
capacity) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.

E. Customized capacity-build-
ing programmes in ocean
affairs and the law of the sea

Needs-based and demand-driven capacity-building
programmes in ocean affairs and the law of the sea

At a glance

The Division develops and delivers customized, needs-
based, demand-driven capacity-building programmes
at the national, subregional and regional levels that are
needs-based and demand-driven, on request and subject
to the availability of resources. On the basis of consulta-
tion with beneficiaries and donors, the programmes may
provide capacity-building activities on oceans and the
law of the sea in general and/or offer specialized training
on such issues as maritime boundary delimitation, the
work of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf, marine scientific research, legal and institutional
aspects of ocean governance, the development of sustain-
able ocean-based economies (the “blue economy”) and
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, in particular with regard to Sustainable
Development Goal 14.

Activities
Recent and ongoing activities are described below:
(@) Kingdom of Saudi Arabia training programme

At the request of the General Commission for
Survey of Saudi Arabia, the Division will assist in
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the training of Commission personnel in the field
of ocean affairs and the law of the sea in early
2022.

The Division delivered a training programme to
provide an overview of the legal and institutional
framework for the sustainable management of
the ocean, namely: the Convention, related legal
and institutional frameworks at all levels, and their
interaction of these with the 2030 Agenda to build
sustainable ocean-based economies. The training
also focused on specific technical aspects, includ-
ing maritime boundary delimitation and dispute
settlement.

The course was delivered in Riyadh by the
Division, with the assistance of subject matter
experts, in January—March 2022.

The United Nations Development Programme,
through the office of its Resident Representative
in Saudi Arabia, assists with the administration
and implementation of the training programme.

Somalia programmes of assistance

In November 2013, the Federal Government

of Somalia requested the Secretary-General

to arrange for the provision of technical assis-
tance with regard to the implementation of the
Convention. In response, the Division developed
a project, funded by the trust fund to support ini-
tiatives of states countering piracy off the coast
of Somalia, namely: project 61 on building the
knowledge and capacity of Somali legislators and
technical officials regarding the rights and duties
of the maritime zones set out in the Convention
(2 September 2014-28 February 2018).

The project built the knowledge and capacity of
Somali legislators and technical officials regard-
ing the rights and duties in the maritime zones set
out in the Convention, including in relation to the
repression of piracy, in order to assist Somalia in
developing an overarching legal framework for the
effective governance of its maritime domain and
the sustainable development of its resources in
accordance with the Convention.

Outputs included briefings for Somali parliamen-
tarians, delivered in October 2014 and September
2017; an in-depth training programme for mid-to-
high-level government officials, delivered in July
2015; the preparation of a substantive gap anal-
ysis and ocean governance study; and strategic
fellowships for Somali officials.

Following the successful completion of project
61, and pursuant to a request made by the Federal
Government of Somalia in June 2018, the Division
developed an advanced training programme

to reinforce the outcomes of project 61 and to
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address critical capacity gaps in ocean affairs
with the civil service of Somalia, namely project
89 on providing assistance to Somali legislators
and technical officials to facilitate the develop-
ment of an effective legal framework for the gov-
ernance of the maritime zones of Somalia and the
sustainable development of its marine resources
in accordance with the Convention and related
instruments, in furtherance of the country’s
national interests and priorities (June 2019-July
2021).

The project further reinforced the understand-

ing and capacity of officials from the various
government entities that are actively working on
ocean issues and of relevant technical officials
drawn from all the regions of Somalia, with regard
to the international legal framework under the
Convention and other relevant international legal
instruments for the repression of piracy as well as
the management and sustainable use of marine
resources and activities.

Outputs included an online training course, deliv-
ered from 15 May to 30 June 2021; and a technical
training programme for maritime law enforce-
ment authorities, delivered virtually from 10 to 25
November 2020.

Both projects were funded by the trust fund to
support initiatives of States countering piracy off
the coast of Somalia and received logistical and
administrative support from the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Somalia.

Partners

The Division partners with relevant experts and inter-
governmental organizations, selected on the basis of
identified needs, to deliver the programmes.

Participation
Eligibility for participation in each programme is deter-
mined in consultation with beneficiaries and donors.

For more information, please visit the capacity-
building website of the Division (www.un.org/ocean-
capacity) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.
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Part Il
Fellowships
and training

The Division coordinates several fellowship programmes and provides
training courses on a wide range of issues relating to ocean affairs and
the law of the sea. The United Nations — Nippon Foundation capacity-
building programmes include a series of fellowships and training activi-
ties, as well as a vibrant alumni network. In partnership with, and funded
by the Nippon Foundation, the programmes are implemented by the
Division and academic host institutions. In addition, the Division man-
ages the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Law
of the Sea, which provides support to qualified persons specialized in the
law of the sea and ocean affairs. Other training activities of the Division
include ad hoc briefings and contributions to training programmes spon-
sored by national, intergovernmental, and non-governmental organiza-
tions in the field of oceans and the law of the sea.

For more information, please visit the capacity-building website of the
Division (www.un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.



A. United Nations-Nippon
Foundation capacity-building
programmes

At a glance

Activities carried out under the United Nations—Nippon
Foundation capacity-building programmes currently
include two Fellowship Programmes, as well as other
activities coordinated under the auspices of their exten-
sive alumni network, with a view to ensuring long-term
and continued capacity development. The programmes
are conducted and implemented by the Division, in part-
nership with and funded by the Nippon Foundation and in
collaboration with academic host institutions.

About

The purpose of the various training activities operating
under the umbrella of the United Nations — Nippon
Foundation (UNNF) capacity-building project entitled
“Human resources development and advancement

of the legal order of the world’s oceans” is to develop
the capacity of States, in particular developing

States, to sustainably manage their ocean resources
and to effectively implement the law of the sea, as
reflected in the Convention and related instruments.
That purpose is achieved through targeted training
programmes, which are building an increasingly large
core of ocean professionals in developing countries,
and in particular least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries and small island developing
States, who are able to support and drive their national
institutions in implementing necessary actions.
Themes covered during the training programmes
include:

(@ Maritime zones, their definition and the require-
ment that they be given due publicity, including
lines of delimitation and the outer limits of the
extended continental shelf, in particular with a
view to providing legal certainty;

(b) Maritime security, including cross-sectoral
approaches to law enforcement;

(c) Sustainable fisheries;

(d) Sustainable development of non-living resources,
as well as renewable energy resources;

(e) Protection and preservation of the marine envi-
ronment, including marine biological diversity,
and addressing the impacts of pollution, including
marine debris, plastics and micro-plastics;

(f) Marine scientific research, integrated assess-
ments, and science-policy interfaces;
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(g) Human dimension of the law of the sea, including
gender considerations in all sectors;

(h) Integrated management tools, including area-
based management, disaster risk reduction and
multi-hazard management;

(i) Peaceful settlement of disputes.

In addition to covering those themes, the training pro-
grammes build capacity in respect of integrated ocean
governance frameworks that support sustainable
ocean-based economies, and that are climate-respon-
sive and resilient, and that would comprehensively
address the above and other challenges, at all scales
and in all sectors.

The consistent and accelerating evolution of ocean
affairs engenders additional and evolving capacity
needs for ocean professionals. The programmes,
therefore, also support the development of an exten-
sive alumni network, through which previous partici-
pants can continue to develop their skills and engage
in global collaboration to ensure long-term and contin-
ued capacity development.

Activities

In partnership with, and funded by, the Nippon
Foundation, the following programmes are imple-
mented by the Division in collaboration with the
Nippon Foundation and academic host institutions.

1. United Nations-Nippon Foundation
Fellowship Programme

This Fellowship provides advanced training and
research opportunities in the fields of ocean affairs,
the law of the sea, and related disciplines, including
the science-policy interface, to government officials
and professionals in those fields who are from devel-
oping States. Its aim is to provide the necessary
knowledge and skills for developing States to formu-
late comprehensive ocean policies and implement the
Convention and related instruments, and to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals.

The United Nations-Nippon Foundation Programme
lasts nine months and is structured as follows:

(@) Three months of training on ocean affairs and the
law of the sea and research upon an agreed topic
in the Division;

(b) Six months of training at a participating academic
institution, where fellows are able to conduct
supervised research and prepare theses on their
topics.

At present, 14 awards are made under the Fellowship
Programme each year. Since 2004, 179 awards have
been made to nationals of 74 countries.
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2. United Nations-Nippon Foundation
Strategic Needs Fellowship Programme

This Fellowship provides needs-based capacity
assistance in the implementation of the Convention
and related instruments, as well as the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals. It is aimed at
addressing strategic and specific needs identified by
the participants and their Governments.

The assistance is provided to government officials
from developing States, in particular, small island
developing States and least developed countries, who
are filling key positions but have limited experience in
ocean affairs and the law of the sea.

The Strategic Needs Fellowship Programme lasts
four months, during which fellows are provided with
in-depth highly customized training on ocean affairs
and the law of the sea, with a focus on those areas
in which States have identified strategic capacity
barriers.

At this time, 11 awards are made for the Strategic
Needs Fellowship Programme each year.

3. Fellowships and training programmes
previously conducted under the auspices
of the United Nations-Nippon Foundation
capacity-building programmes

Under the United Nations-Nippon Foundation
Sustainable Ocean Programme, which ran from

2018 to 2021, additional fellowships and training pro-
grammes were implemented by the Division in partner-
ship with the Nippon Foundation.

Critical Needs Fellowship Programme (2018-2021)

The aim of the Critical Needs Fellowship Programme
was to enable the most vulnerable States, in particu-
lar least developed countries, landlocked developing
countries and small island developing States, and to
better address strategically important and time-sensi-
tive issues facing them in ocean affairs and the law of
the sea. This Fellowship has been subsumed under the
Strategic Needs Fellowship Programme (see above).

Fourteen awards were made under the Critical Needs
Fellowship Programme to nationals of fourteen States.

In addition, between 2015 and 2017, three awards were
made under the Strategic Fellowship Programme,
which was the precursor to the Critical Needs
Fellowship Programme.
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Thematic Fellowship (2018-2021)

The Thematic Fellowship, which was focused on

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda through the
Convention and ocean governance frameworks, was
aimed at increasing the capacity of States to formulate
and implement ocean policies and regulatory frame-
works for sustainable development and in support of
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

Thirty-four awards were made under the Thematic
Fellowship Programme to nationals of thirty States.

Training Programme to Reinforce Capacity in the Context
of the Intergovernmental Conference on an International
Legally Binding Instrument under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation
and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (2018-2021)

The Training Programme to Reinforce Capacity in the
Context of the Intergovernmental Conference on an
International Legally Binding Instrument under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological
Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ
Training Programme) was aimed at reinforcing the
capacity of representatives from developing countries,
in particular the least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries and small island developing
States, to effectively engage in the Intergovernmental
Conference. To that end, the BBNJ Programme pro-
vided participants with the opportunity to:

(@) Increase awareness of the purpose, history and
procedural aspects of the Intergovernmental
conference;

(b) Increase knowledge of the substantive issues
being discussed during the Intergovernmental
Conference;

(c) Enhance capacity to participate in and negotiate
at the Intergovernmental Conference.

The BBNJ Training Programme consisted of mod-
ules on: (a) the historical development of the process
dealing with the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction and other related processes; (b) the rele-
vant provisions of the Convention and other relevant
legal instruments and frameworks; (c) “the package of
issues” under consideration, namely the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity

of areas beyond national jurisdiction, in particular,
together and as a whole, marine genetic resources,
including questions on the sharing of benefits, mea-
sures such as area-based management tools, includ-
ing marine protected areas, environmental impact
assessments and capacity-building and the transfer
of marine technology, as well as cross-cutting issues;
and (d) procedural aspects.
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There were 182 individuals who participated in the
BBNJ Training Programme.

Participation

The United Nations-Nippon Foundation capacity-build-
ing programmes are aimed at government officials
and other mid-level professionals in ocean-related
fields from developing States. A total of 208 individu-
als from 91 countries have been trained in the various
capacity-building programmes since their inception in
2004.

Candidates must:

» Be nominated by their Government, employer or
competent organization;

» Be a mid-level professional working directly on
ocean issues;

> Possess a first university degree in a related
discipline;

> Be between the ages of 25 and 40;

> Bein a position to obtain all relevant visas, includ-
ing transit visas;

» Be able to accept the Fellowship for four consec-
utive months in the case of the Strategic Needs
Fellowship or nine consecutive months in the
case of the United Nations-Nippon Foundation
Fellowship.

When a call for applications has been made, the appli-
cation process is simple:

(@) Complete the application form, including the nom-
ination form;

(b) Submit your application by the deadline posted on
the website.

For more information, please visit the United Nations-
Nippon Foundation pages on the capacity-building
website of the Division (www.un.org/oceancapacity/
UNNF) or contact the Division at doalos@un.org.
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B. Hamilton Shirley Amera-
singhe Memorial Fellowship
on the Law of the Sea

At a glance

The Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship
on the Law of the Sea assists candidates from develop-
ing countries in acquiring additional knowledge of the
Convention, in order to promote its wider appreciation
and application, and to enhance specialized experience
in those fields.

About

The Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial
Fellowship on the Law of the Sea was established

by the General Assembly in 1981 in its resolutions
36/79 and 36/108, in recognition of the contribution
of the late Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe to the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea

as its President. The Fellowship is an activity car-
ried out within the framework of the United Nations
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International
Law and implemented by the Division.

The Fellowship is intended, primarily, for government
officials as well as research fellows or lecturers who
are involved in ocean law, maritime affairs or related
disciplines, either in government or educational insti-
tutions and bodies. The purpose of the Fellowship is
to assist candidates to acquire additional knowledge
of the Convention, in order to promote its wider appre-
ciation and application, and to enhance specialized
experience in those fields.

Activities

The Fellowship normally comprises a three-month
practicum within the Division, followed by a six-month
academic placement at a participating institution of
higher learning.

The Fellowship covers:

(a) An economy-class ticket purchased by the
United Nations for the fellow for travel from their
place of residence to New York, then to the place
of their academic placement, and back to their
place of residence;

(b) A monthly stipend to cover all living costs while
in New York and at the place of their academic
placement.

For the conditions of the Fellowship, including regard-
ing travel, stipend payments, visas, medical clearance,
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insurance and housing, please see the Fellowship web
page at www.un.org/oceancapacity/HSA.

Participation

Candidates must have a degree in Law or Marine
Sciences, Political Science, or Ocean Management

or technical training in Ocean Management,
Administration of Ports or in related disciplines; they
must have at least five years work-related experience;
and they must be between 25 and 40 years of age.

Calls for applications will be posted on the dedicated
web page, as well as distributed to States and other
institutions.

Applications may be submitted by governments,
institutions or directly by individuals. The applications
include the following:

(@) The Personal History and Proposed Research
Study Programme Form, which must completed
legibly by the candidate, with each question
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answered clearly and completely in order to
ensure that the application is processed,;

(b) The Nomination Form (optional), which must be
completed and signed by an official of any govern-
ment or governmental agency or other institution.

Application forms are available at www.un.org/ocean-
capacity or by contacting the Division.

For more information, please visit the Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship page on
the capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity/HSA) or contact the Division
at doalos@un.org.
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Trust funds and
assistance fund

The Division administers a number of trust funds and an assistance fund,
to facilitate the work of United Nations bodies and processes in the field
of oceans and the law of the sea, to ensure the participation of develop-
ing countries in such bodies and processes and to support the implemen-
tation of the Convention and related instruments. The Division assists
Member States with respect to their voluntary contributions to the funds
and their applications for assistance under the funds, and also adminis-
ters awards and related reporting procedures for each fund.

For more information, please visit the capacity-building website of the
Division (www.un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.



A. Trust fund to defray the cost of participation of members
from developing countries in the meetings of the Commission
on the Limits of the Continental Shelf

At a glance

CLCS voluntary trust fund for members assists with
defraying the cost of participation of the members of the
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf from
developing States in the meetings of the Commission.

About

The General Assembly, in its resolution 55/7,
requested the Secretary-General to establish a volun-
tary trust fund for the purpose of defraying the cost of
participation of the members of the Commission from
developing States in the meetings of the Commission
and invited States to contribute to the fund.

In its resolution 75/239, the General Assembly
authorized the use of the trust fund by the Secretary-
General on an exceptional basis to reimburse the

full cost of the premium paid for the Headquarters
medical insurance scheme by the members of the
Commission from developing States, subject to

the availability of funds following the allocation of
the required funds to cover the costs of travel and
daily subsistence allowance of the members of the
Commission from developing States for the sessions
of the Commission during the annual insurance cov-
erage period (1 July—30 June); and authorized by

the Secretary-General in case the full costs of the
Headquarters medical insurance scheme have not
been reimbursed, as an interim measure and subject
to the availability of funds following the allocation of
the required funds to cover the costs of travel and
daily subsistence allowance of the members of the
Commission from developing States for the sessions
of the Commission in 2021, to reimburse those mem-
bers for the costs of medical travel insurance and
short-term medical insurance from the trust fund on
a session-by-session basis and subject to a reason-
able limit that the Secretary-General shall determine,
based on the information regarding medical travel
insurance available.
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CLCS Trust Fund
(Members)

2015-2016 10 2017-2018 7 2019-2020

beneficiary beneficiary
States States
10 7 6
beneficiary beneficiary beneficiary
States States States

2016-2017 2018-2019

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the trust fund for the
following:

(@) Aneconomy-class roundtrip ticket to New York
City purchased by the United Nations;

(b) United Nations daily subsistence allowance to
assist with living expenses;

(c) Reimbursement for the premium paid for the
Headquarters medical insurance scheme, or
medical travel insurance and short-term medical
insurance (subject to conditions set out in General
Assembly resolution 75/239).

Eligibility
Assistance may be provided to members of the
Commission from developing States upon the request

of their nominating State through their Permanent
Mission to the United Nations.

How to apply

All applications for financial assistance must be made
through an official communication from a State’s
Permanent Mission to the United Nations, requesting
assistance for a member of the Commission from that
State, specifying:

(@) The sessions of the Commission for which assis-
tance is being sought (assistance for up to all
three sessions for a given year may be requested
in one communication);

(b) The type of assistance being sought (air travel,
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daily subsistence allowance, and/or reimburse-
ment for travel medical insurance/Headquarters
medical insurance scheme);

(c) What assistance, if any, being provided by the
State.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

B. Trust fund to facilitate the preparation of submissions
to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf,
and compliance with article 76 of the United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea

At a glance

The CLCS voluntary trust fund for submissions assists
developing States, in particular the least developed coun-
tries and small island developing States, with the prepa-
ration of submissions to the Commission on the Limits
of the Continental Shelf.

About

In its resolution 55/7, the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General to establish a
voluntary trust fund to provide training for tech-
nical and administrative staff, and technical and
scientific advice, as well as personnel, to assist
developing States, in particular the least developed
countries and small island developing States, for
the purpose of desktop studies and project plan-
ning, and preparing and submitting information
under article 76 and annex Il to the Convention in
accordance with the procedures of the Scientific
and Technical Guidelines of the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf.

The initial terms of reference were set out in annex

Il to that resolution, and later amended in the annex
to resolution 58/240, the annex to resolution 70/235,
and the annex to resolution 73/124.

Part lll - Trust funds and assistance fund

CLCS Trust Fund
(Submissions)

2015-2016 9 2017-2018 8 2019-2020

beneficiary beneficiary

States States
7 7 5

beneficiary beneficiary beneficiary
States States States

2016-2017 2018-2019

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the voluntary trust
fund for the following purposes:

(@) Training of technical and administrative staff;

(b) Desktop study or other means to make an initial
assessment of the nature of the continental shelf
and its limits;

(c) Working out of plans for the acquisition of neces-
sary additional data and mapping projects;

(d) Preparation of final submission documents;

(e) Airtravel and daily subsistence allowance for
up to three members of a delegation when the
Commission or relevant subcommission has
invited that delegation to attend its meeting or
session, except in cases where a joint submission
of three or more States is being considered, for
which a maximum of six members total of such a
joint delegation may receive assistance;
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(f) Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the
above points.

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements for
travel funded under this trust fund, and in all cases
assistance will be provided for travel in economy class
which follows the most cost-effective route, arriving
the day before the proceedings and departing the eve-
ning of the last day of the proceedings, or the following
day if necessary for travel-related reasons.

Eligibility

An application for financial assistance from the fund
may be submitted by any developing State, in partic-
ular the least developed countries and small island

developing States, that is a State Member of the
United Nations and party to the Convention.

How to apply

All applications for financial assistance must clearly
specify whether the application is for reimbursement
or a grant, and include an application form with the
information specified below for each purpose:

Training of technical and administrative staff;

(@) Specification of the goal of the training and
which positions the trainees are intended to fill
afterwards;

(b) Information on the training institute(s) in question;
(c) Copy of the training course(s);

(d) Curriculum vitae of the trainees, including their
date of birth;

(e) Itemized statement of the estimated costs for
which assistance is requested.

Desktop study or other means to make an assessment
of the nature of the continental shelf and its limits:

(@) Short description of the aim of the study;
(b) Overview map of the area in question;

(c) Overview, as complete as possible, of the data-
base already available to the State;

(d) Outline of how the work will be done and what
tools are available (software and hardware);

(e) Specification of what will be done by the State’s
own staff, and what will work will be contracted to
other parties;

(f) Itemized statement of the estimated costs for
which assistance is requested.

Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary
additional data and mapping projects:

(@) Summary of the status of knowledge of the con-
tinental margin, preferably based on a previous
desktop study;
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(b) Preliminary assessment of the needs for specific
additional data and/or information in accordance
with the requirements of article 76 and annex II
to the Convention, and annex Il to the Final Act of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law
of the Sea;

(c) Itemized statement of the estimated costs for
which assistance is requested.

Preparation of final submission documents:

(@) Specification of what kind of assistance is
needed;

(b) Itemized statement of the estimated costs for
which assistance is requested.

Air travel and daily subsistence allowance when the
Commission or relevant subcommission has invited a
delegation to attend its meeting or session:

(@) Copy of the communication from the Commission
inviting the State to attend its meeting or session;

(b) Communication from the requesting
Government(s) nominating the delegate(s)
which will attend a meeting or session of the
Commission or subcommission, and indicating
the dates during which each of the delegate(s) will
be required to attend such meeting or session;

(c) Copy of the passport information page and advice
of the telephone number and email address for
each delegate nominated to attend a meeting or
session.

Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the above
points:

(@) Copy of the contract between the Government
and the technical or scientific expert in question;

(b) Itemized statement of the costs for which assis-
tance is requested.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the voluntary trust fund, please visit
the capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.
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C. Trust fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries, in
particular least developed countries, small island developing States
and landlocked developing States, in attending the meetings of

the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on

Oceans and the Law of the Sea

At a glance

The Informal Consultative Process (ICP) trust fund assists
developing States, in particular least developed countries,
small island developing States and landlocked developing
States, in attending meetings of the United Nations Open-
ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the
Law of the Sea.

About

In 1999, the General Assembly decided to establish
the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative
Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea in order

to facilitate the annual review by the Assembly, in an
effective and constructive manner, of developments in
ocean affairs and the law of the sea by considering the
report of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law
of the sea and by suggesting particular issues to be
considered by it, with an emphasis on identifying areas
where coordination and cooperation at the intergov-
ernmental and inter-agency levels should be enhanced
(resolution 54/33).

By operative paragraph 45 of its resolution 55/7 on
oceans and the law of the sea (adopted on 30 October
2000), the General Assembly requested the Secretary-
General to establish a voluntary trust fund for the pur-
pose of assisting developing countries, in particular
least developed countries, small island developing
States and landlocked developing States, in attend-
ing the meetings of the United Nations Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law
of the Sea (the “Consultative Process”).

In operative paragraph 140 of its resolution 62/215

on oceans and the law of the sea (adopted on 22
December 2007), the General Assembly decided that
those representatives from developing countries who
are invited by the co-chairpersons of the Consultative
Process to make presentations during the meetings of
the Consultative Process (“panellists”) should receive
priority consideration in the disbursement of funds
from the voluntary trust fund established by resolution
55/7 in order to cover the costs of their travel, and
should also be eligible to receive daily subsistence
allowance subject to the availability of funds after the
travel costs of all other eligible representatives from
eligible countries are covered.

Part lll - Trust funds and assistance fund

ICP Trust Fund

2015-2016 6 2017-2018 ARETS

beneficiary beneficiary
States States
7 4
beneficiary beneficiary
States States

2016-2017 2018-2019

Assistance

Assistance may be provided by the trust fund for the
following:

(@ Aneconomy-class round-trip ticket to New York
City purchased by the United Nations;

(b) United Nations daily subsistence allowance to
assist with living expenses for panellists only,
subject to the availability of funding.

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements for
travel funded under this trust fund, and in all cases
assistance will be provided for travel in economy class
which follows the most cost-effective route, arriving
the day before the proceedings and departing the eve-
ning of the last day of the proceedings, or the following
day if necessary for travel-related reasons.

Eligibility

Developing States, in particular least developing
States, small island developing States and landlocked
developing States may nominate one representative as

a delegate or propose a panellist for selection by the
Co-Chairs of the Informal Consultative Process.

How to apply

The nominating State must request the Division for
financial assistance from the voluntary trust fund
through its permanent mission, for the delegate
who will attend the meeting, clearly indicating the
following:

(@) The name, date of birth and detailed contact infor-
mation for the delegate;
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(b) The dates during which the delegate will be
required to attend the meeting;

(c) What assistance with respect to travel, if any, will
be provided to the delegate by the Government.

Additionally, a completed application package must be
submitted with the following:

(@) Completed and signed application form;

(b) Copy of the delegate’s official passport biodata
page;

(c) Completed and signed F.249 form, together with a
copy of a bank statement or a voided cheque;

(d) Valid visa or Electronic System for Travel
Authorization (ESTA), as appropriate, for travel to
the United States of America.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

D. Trust fund to assist States in the settlement
of disputes through the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

At a glance

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)
trust fund assists States in the settlement of disputes
through the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.

About

This trust fund was established in 2000 by the Secretary-
General in accordance with General Assembly resolution
55/7 and pursuant to the Agreement on Cooperation

and Relationship between the United Nations and the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (Tribunal) of
18 December 1997 (resolution 52/251, annex).

In its resolution 55/7, the General Assembly noted with
satisfaction the continued contribution of the Tribunal to
the peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with
Part XV of the Convention, and underlined its important
role and authority concerning the interpretation or appli-
cation of the Convention and the Agreement relating to
the implementation of Part XI of the Convention.

The General Assembly further encouraged States
parties to the Convention to consider making a writ-
ten declaration choosing from the means set out in
article 287 for the settlement of disputes concerning
the interpretation or application of the Convention
and the Agreement, and invited States to note

the provisions of annexes V, VI, VIl and VIl to the
Convention concerning, respectively, conciliation, the
Tribunal, arbitration and special arbitration. In para-
graph 9 of that resolution, the Assembly requested
the Secretary-General to establish a voluntary trust
fund to assist States in the settlement of disputes
through the Tribunal, and to report annually to the
Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on the
status of the fund.
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According to its terms of reference, the purpose of
the fund is to provide financial assistance to States
parties to the Convention for expenses incurred in
connection with cases submitted, or to be submitted,
to the Tribunal, including its Seabed Disputes Chamber
and any other Chamber. Under the terms of reference,
assistance should be provided only in appropriate
cases, principally those proceeding to the merits
where jurisdiction is not an issue, but in exceptional
circumstances may be provided for any phase of the
proceedings.

The terms of reference also provide for a list of offers
of professional assistance which may be made by
suitably qualified persons or bodies.

Assistance

Assistance may be granted from the trust fund for the
following:

(@) Preparing the application and the written
pleadings;

(b) Professional fees of counsel and advocates for
written and oral pleadings;

(c) Travel and expenses of legal representation in
Hamburg during the various phases of a case;

(d) Execution of an Order of Judgment of the Tribunal,
such as marking a boundary in the territorial sea.

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements for
travel funded under this trust fund, and in all cases
assistance will be provided for travel in economy class
which follows the most cost-effective route, arriving
the day before the proceedings and departing the eve-
ning of the last day of the proceedings, or the following
day if necessary for travel-related reasons.
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Eligibility

Assistance may be provided to States parties to the
Convention who have, or are about to submit cases to
the Tribunal, including its Seabed Disputes Chamber
and any other Chamber, and primarily where cases are
proceeding to the merits and where jurisdiction is not
an issue. Exceptionally, States may be provided with
assistance for other phases of proceedings.

How to apply

The State must request the Division for financial assis-

tance from the voluntary trust fund through its perma-
nent mission in New York.

(@) It must submit a completed application form, pro-
viding information on the case and details on the
expenditures for which assistance is requested

(including copies of estimates or receipts docu-
menting each of these);

(b) A commitment to supply a certified final state-
ment of account of the expenditures. This is a
prerequisite to the disbursement of assistance
from the trust fund. The United Nations cannot
disburse funds without receipt from the request-
ing State of an audited statement of account.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

E. Trust fund to support the Regular Process for Global Reporting
and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including

Socioeconomic Aspects

At a glance

The Regular Process trust fund provides support to experts
from developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, small island developing States and landlocked
developing States, so that they may attend the meetings of
the Ad hoc Working Group of the Whole.

About

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002, States
agreed to establish a regular process under the
United Nations for global reporting and assessment
of the state of the marine environment, including
socio-economic aspects, both current and foresee-
able, building on existing regional assessments.

In 2008, in paragraph 157 of resolution 63/111, the
General Assembly established an Ad Hoc Working
Group of the Whole to recommend a course of action
to the Assembly at its sixty-fourth session.

The trust fund was established by the General
Assembly in 2009 in its resolution 64/71, paragraph
183, in order to support the operations of the regular
process by providing assistance to the experts from
developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, small island developing States and land-
locked developing States, so that they may attend the
meetings of the Ad hoc Working Group of the Whole.

Part lll - Trust funds and assistance fund

Regular Process Trust Fund

2015-2016 13 2018-2019

beneficiary
States
13 7
beneficiary beneficiary

States 2016-2017 States

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the trust fund for the
following:

(@) Aneconomy-class round-trip ticket to New York
City purchased by the United Nations;

(b) United Nations daily subsistence allowance to
assist with living expenses (subject to the avail-
ability of funding).

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements for
travel funded under this trust fund, and in all cases
assistance will be provided for travel in economy class
which follows the most cost-effective route, arriving
the day before the proceedings and departing the eve-
ning of the last day of the proceedings, or the following
day if necessary for travel-related reasons.
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Eligibility
Assistance may be provided to an expert from a devel-

oping country accepted into the pool of experts for the
Regular Process.

How to apply

Completed applications for assistance, and proof of
relevant visas, must be received by the respective
deadlines.

A completed application consists of:

(@) Completed application form;

(b) A copy of the biodata page of the passport;

(c) A copy of relevant visa(s), including transit visas,
as may be required.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

F.  Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Law
of the Sea Trust Fund (voluntary trust fund for the United Nations
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
Wider Appreciation of International Law)

At a glance

The Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship
on the Law of the Sea trust fund assists candidates from
developing countries in acquiring additional knowledge
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
in order to promote its wider appreciation and application,
and to enhance specialized experience in those fields.

About

The Fellowship is intended, primarily, for government
officials, as well as research fellows or lecturers who
are involved in ocean law or maritime affairs, or related
disciplines, either in government or educational insti-
tutions and bodies. The purpose of the Fellowship is to
assist candidates to acquire additional knowledge of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
in order to promote its wider appreciation and applica-
tion, and to enhance specialized experience in those
fields.

It was created in 1981, in memory of the late Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka, the first President
of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea (1973-1980), in recognition of his contribution
to the development of the law of the sea. Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe had been Chairman of the Ad
hoc Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-
Bed and Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdiction from 1967 to 1970 and, subsequently,

of the Standing Committee for the Peaceful Uses of
the Sea-Bed and Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction, from 1970 to 1973.
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The Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Fellowship was
established by the General Assembly in 1981 in its res-
olution 36/108 on the United Nations Programme of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
Wider Appreciation of International Law and in its res-
olution 36/79 on the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea.

The Fellowship is an activity carried out within

the framework of the United Nations Programme

of Assistance in the Teaching, Study and Wider
Dissemination of International Law (TLA trust fund).

Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe
Memorial Fellowship

2015-2020

ben5aries
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Assistance

The Fellowship normally comprises a three-month
practicum at the Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea, followed by a six-month academic
placement at a participating institution of higher learn-
ing. Assistance may be provided from the trust fund
for the following:

(@) Aneconomy-class ticket purchased by the United
Nations for the fellow for travel from their place of
residence to New York, then to the place of their
academic placement and back to their place of
residence;

(b) A monthly stipend to cover all living costs while
in New York and at the place of their academic
placement.

For more information on eligibility and applications,
please see section I.B on the Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe Fellowship.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

G. Trust fund to assist developing countries, in attending the
meetings of the preparatory committee and an intergovernmental
conference on the development of an international legally binding
instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological
diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction

At a glance

The BBNJ trust fund assists delegates from developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries and small island devel-
oping States, in attending the meetings of the BBNJ
Preparatory Committee and the BBNJ Intergovernmental
Conference.

About

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69/292

of 19 June 2015, a special voluntary trust fund was
established for the purpose of assisting developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries and small island
developing States, in attending the meetings of the
preparatory committee and the Intergovernmental
Conference by providing for economy round-trip air-
fares for delegates.

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/249 of
24 December 2017, the trust fund includes daily sub-
sistence allowance in addition to defraying the costs
of economy-class travel, limiting requests for assis-
tance from this trust fund to one delegate per State
for each session.

Part lll - Trust funds and assistance fund

BBNJ Trust Fund

2016-2017 22 2018-2019

beneficiary
States
42 44
beneficiary

beneficiary
States NEIES

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the trust fund to one
representative per delegation for the following:

(@) Aneconomy-class round-trip ticket to New York
City purchased by the United Nations;

(b) United Nations daily subsistence allowance to
assist with living expenses.

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements for
travel funded under this trust fund, and in all cases
assistance will be provided for travel in economy class
which follows the most cost-effective route, arriving
the day before the proceedings and departing the
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evening of the last day of the proceedings, or the fol-
lowing day if necessary for travel-related reasons.

Eligibility

The purpose of the trust fund is to provide financial
assistance to representatives of developing countries,
in particular least developed countries, small island
developing States and landlocked developing States
to participate in the Intergovernmental Conference.
Assistance is limited to one representative per delega-
tion designated by their Government and selected as
recipient.

How to apply

The application package, to be sent by Governments
through their permanent missions to the
United Nations, must contain the following:

(@) Communication from the Government request-
ing financial assistance from the voluntary trust
fund for the delegate who will attend the meeting,
clearly indicating the following: the name, date

of birth and detailed contact information for the
delegate; the dates during which the delegate will
be required to attend the meeting; and what assis-
tance with respect to travel, if any, will be provided
to the delegate by the Government;

(b) Completed and signed application form;

(c) Copy of the passport biodata page and any
required visas for the delegate;

(d) Completed and signed F.249 banking form for the
delegate and verification of bank account infor-
mation (e.g., voided check).

(e) Application forms can be obtained by contacting
the Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.

H. Assistance fund under Part VIl of the Agreement

for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating
to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks

and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

At a glance

The Fish Stocks Part VIl assistance fund is administered by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
and assists developing States in implementing the 1995
United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement.

About

Part VII of the Agreement for the Implementation of
the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to
the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (Agreement)
addresses the requirements of developing States.

Within Part VII, article 25 of the Agreement requires
States parties to cooperate, either directly or through
subregional, regional or global organizations, to
enhance the ability of developing States, in particular
the least-developed among them and small island
developing States, to conserve and manage straddling
fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and to
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develop their own fisheries for such stocks, to enable
them to participate in high seas fisheries for such
stocks, including facilitating access to such fisheries
subject to articles 5 and 11 of the Agreement, and

to facilitate their participation in subregional and
regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements.

Article 25 of the Agreement further provides that
cooperation with developing States for the purposes
of that article shall include the provision of financial
assistance, assistance relating to human resources
development, technical assistance, transfer of technol-
ogy, including through joint venture arrangements, and
advisory and consultative services. Such assistance,
pursuant to article 25 (3), shall inter alia be directed
specifically towards improved conservation and man-
agement of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks through collection, reporting, verification,
exchange and analysis of fisheries data and related
information, as well as stock assessment and scien-
tific research and monitoring, control, surveillance,
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compliance and enforcement, including training and
capacity-building at the local level, development and
funding of national and regional observer programmes
and access to technology and equipment.

Under article 26 of the Agreement, States are required
to cooperate to establish special funds to assist devel-
oping States in the implementation of the Agreement,
including assisting developing States to meet the
costs involved in any proceedings for the settlement of
disputes to which they may be parties.

Created by the General Assembly in its resolu-

tion 58/14, in which the Assembly established an
Assistance Fund under Part VIl of the Agreement

to assist developing States in implementing the
Agreement, its terms of reference were most recently
amended in 2019 by the fourteenth round of Informal
Consultations of States Parties to the United Nations
Fish Stocks Agreement.

The revised terms of reference now allow for donors
to make contributions through donor agreements for
specific activities which meet any of the purposes of
the fund. These activities may be undertaken through
capacity-building projects or programmes to be imple-
mented by the Division or by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations.

Fish Stocks Part VIl Assistance Fund

2015-2020

ates

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the trust fund for the
following:

(@) Aneconomy-class round-trip ticket to attend
relevant regional and international meetings, pur-
chased by the United Nations;

(b) United Nations daily subsistence allowance to
assist with living expenses;

(c) Establishing new regional and subregional fisher-
ies organizations;

(d) Building capacity for activities in key areas such

Part lll - Trust funds and assistance fund

as effective exercise of flag State responsibilities,
monitoring, control and surveillance, data collec-
tion and scientific research;

(e) Facilitating exchange of information and experi-
ence on the implementation of the Agreement;

(f) Proceedings for the settlement of disputes
between States parties concerning the interpreta-
tion or application of the Agreement.

Note: the United Nations will make arrangements

for travel funded under this assistance fund, and

in all cases assistance will be provided for travel in
economy class which follows the most cost-effective
route, arriving the day before the proceedings and
departing the evening of the last day of the proceed-
ings, or the following day if necessary for travel-re-
lated reasons.

Eligibility
Assistance may be provided to a developing State
Party to the Convention and to the 1995 Fish Stocks

Agreement or a regional or subregional organization
applying on behalf of such a developing State.

How to apply

A complete application must be received at least one
month prior to the beginning of the meeting or pro-
gramme for which assistance is requested: no excep-
tions will be made. A completed application consists
of:

(@) An official communication, such as a letter or
note verbale, from a government entity requesting
assistance;

(b) A completed application form;

(c) Fortravel-related assistance: a copy of the
biodata page of the passport and a copy of rel-
evant visa(s), including transit visas, as may be
required.

Application forms can be obtained by contacting the
Division.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the assistance fund, please visit
the capacity-building website of the Division (Www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.
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|.  Trust fund for the UN-Oceans Focal Point and database
(of mandates of UN-Oceans members)

At a glance

The UN-Oceans trust fund for the UN-Oceans Focal Point
and Database provides support for the development and
maintenance of an online searchable database for an inven-
tory of the mandates of UN-Oceans members and priorities
approved by the respective governing bodies of the partici-
pating organizations of UN-Oceans, and for travel associated
with the performance of the functions of the Focal Point.

About

As set out in General Assembly resolution 68/70,
UN-Oceans is an inter-agency mechanism that seeks
to enhance the coordination, coherence and effective-
ness of competent organizations of the United Nations
system and the International Seabed Authority, in con-
formity with the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, the respective competences of each of its
participating organizations and the mandates and pri-
orities approved by their respective governing bodies.

UN-Oceans was established to: strengthen and pro-
mote coordination and coherence of United Nations
system activities related to ocean and coastal areas;
regularly share ongoing and planned activities of
participating organizations within the framework of
relevant United Nations and other mandates with a
view to identifying possible areas for collaboration
and synergy; facilitate, as appropriate, inputs by its
participating organizations to the annual reports of
the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the
sea and on sustainable fisheries to be submitted to
the Secretariat; and facilitate inter-agency information
exchange, including sharing of experiences, best prac-
tices, tools and methodologies and lessons learned in
ocean-related matters. The Legal Counsel/Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea is the Focal Point
of UN-Oceans.
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The General Assembly, in resolutions 69/245 and
72/73, urged Member States, international financial
institutions, donor agencies, intergovernmental orga-
nizations, non-governmental organizations and natural
and juridical persons, to make financial earmarked
contributions to the trust fund established by the
Secretary-General for the Office of Legal Affairs to
support the promotion of international law, and autho-
rized the Secretary-General to disburse funds from
such contributions to that trust fund for the purposes
of the development and maintenance of an online
searchable database for an inventory of the mandates
of UN-Oceans members and priorities approved by
the respective governing bodies of the participating
organizations of UN-Oceans, with a view to identifying
possible areas of collaboration and synergy, as well as
for travel associated with the performance of the func-
tions of the Focal Point.

Assistance

Assistance may be provided from the trust fund for the
following:

(@ The development and maintenance of an online
searchable database for an inventory of the
mandates of UN-Oceans members and priorities
approved by the respective governing bodies of
the participating organizations of UN-Oceans;

(b) Travel associated with the performance of the
functions of the focal point.

For more information, including on how to make
contributions to the trust fund, please visit the
capacity-building website of the Division (www.
un.org/oceancapacity) or contact the Division at
doalos@un.org.
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I.  Trust fund for the purpose of defraying the cost of participation
of the members of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf from developing countries in the meetings of the Commission

A. Mandate of the Trust Fund

1. By operative paragraph 20 of its resolu-

tion 55/7 on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, the
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General
to establish a voluntary fund for: the participation of
the members of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf from developing States in the meet-
ings of the Commission.

B. Voluntary contributions

2. The Fund is open to all voluntary contributions
from States and other interested entities.

C. Use of the Fund

3. The purpose of the fund is to assist the members
of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf from developing States in participating in the
meetings of the Commission. Assistance would
cover both travel expenses and daily subsistence
allowance. Applications will be considered in the

order in which they are received.

D. Financial Regulations and Rules

4. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations shall apply to the administration of the
Fund. The Fund shall be subject to the auditing pro-
cedures provided therein.

E. Implementing Office

5. The Legal Counsel shall be the Programme
Manager of the Fund.

F. Revision

6. The Secretary-General may revise the above, if
circumstances so require.

Il.  Trust fund for the purpose of facilitating the preparation of sub-
missions to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
for developing States, in particular the least developed countries
and small island developing States, and compliance with article 76
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

Terms of reference, guidelines and rules as set out

in Annex Il to General Assembly resolution 55/7, and
amended by the annex to General Assembly resolu-
tion 58/240, the annex General Assembly resolution
70/235, and the annex to General Assembly resolution
73/124

A. Reasons for establishing the trust fund

1. Promoting and developing the marine scientific
and technological capacity of developing States, in
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particular the least developed countries and small
island States, with a view to accelerating their social
and economic development, is essential for the effec-
tive implementation of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (“the
Convention”).

2. Coastal States intending to establish the outer
limits of their continental shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles from the baseline from which the breadth of

their territorial sea is measured are required by arti-
cle 76 of the Convention to submit the relevant data
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and information to the Commission on the Limits of
the Continental Shelf (“the Commission”). In accor-
dance with article 4 of annex Il to the Convention, the
particulars of such limits should be submitted to the
Commission within 10 years of the entry into force of
the Convention for that State. The earliest deadline for
submission for States was 13 May 2009.

3. Developing States, in particular the least devel-
oped countries and small island developing States,
may face difficulties in complying with the time limit
for submissions to the Commission. The Trust Fund
is intended to assist these States in complying with
the requirements relating to a submission to the
Commission.

4. Under article 3, paragraph 1 (b), of annex Il to

the Convention, the Commission may provide scien-
tific and technical advice, if requested by the coastal
States concerned, during the preparation of the data to
be submitted in accordance with article 76.

5. The Commission has adopted an outline for a
five-day training course in order to facilitate the prepa-
ration of submissions in accordance with its Scientific
and Technical Guidelines. The course is to be devel-
oped and delivered by interested Governments,
international organizations and institutions which
possess the necessary expertise and facilities. The
Commission has likewise prepared a basic flow chart
illustrating the preparation of submissions by coastal
States.

6. The delineation of the continental shelf of a
coastal State in accordance with article 76 and annex
Il to the Convention and annex Il to the Final Act of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea (“the Final Act”) requires a programme for hydro-
graphic and geoscientific surveying and mapping of
the continental margin. The complexity and scale, and
hence the costs involved, of such a programme will
vary greatly from State to State according to the dif-
ferent geographical and geophysical circumstances.
A first approach will always involve an assessment of
the particular case at hand, followed by planning of
appropriate projects for further data acquisition. Such
projects require the contracting of high-level scien-
tific/technical expertise and modern technology. By
nature, the costs in such data acquisition projects are
substantial. In addition to contributing to the Voluntary
Fund herein established, the international community
should make every effort to facilitate the full imple-
mentation of article 76 both financially and in any
other possible way or capacity.

7. Theinitial assessment and the project planning
itself will require qualifications in hydrography and
geosciences in addition to a full understanding of
the relevant provisions of the Convention. The final
preparation of a submission, including additional

information with respect to submissions and revised
or new submissions, to the Commission also requires
high-level expertise in geosciences and hydrography.

8. The United Nations has extensive experience in
providing assistance to countries for their industrial
and economic development. This experience could be
extended and utilized to assist States in implement-
ing their rights and obligations under article 76 of the
Convention.

B. Objects and purpose of the Trust Fund

9. The object of the Fund is to enable developing
States, in particular, the least developed coastal
countries and small island developing States, to make
an initial assessment of their particular case, make
appropriate plans for further investigations and data
acquisition, to prepare the final submission docu-
ments, as well as subsequent amended and/or revised
submission documents, to maintain the capacity of
developing States while waiting for their submission to
be assigned to a subcommission for examination, and
to meet with the Commission when it is considering
their submission upon the Commission’s invitation.

10. The data acquisition campaigns themselves are
not the object of the Fund.

11. Aninitial assessment of the nature of the con-
tinental shelf of a coastal State is often made in the
form of a desktop study, which is a review and compi-
lation of all existing data and information. Decisions
for further action and/or planning for further data
acquisition and mapping projects will be based on
such a study.

12. The purpose of the Fund is to provide, in accor-
dance with the terms and conditions specified in the
Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations:

(@) Training to the appropriate technical and admin-
istrative staff of the coastal State in question, in
order to enable them to perform initial desktop
studies and project planning, or at least to take
full part in these activities;

(b) Funds for such studies and planning activities,
including funds for advisory/consultancy assis-
tance if needed.

13. The preparation of the final submission doc-
uments, as well as subsequent amended and/or
revised submission documents, will have to meet

the requirements of article 76 and annex Il to the
Convention (and for some States, annex Il to the Final
Act) and the Scientific and Technical Guidelines of

the Commission. The training should take this into
account and aim at enabling the State’s personnel also
to prepare most of these documents themselves. The
preparation of the submission may induce costs that
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may be met by funds from the Fund (e.g. software and
hardware equipment, technical assistance, etc.).

C. Contributions to the Fund

14. The Secretary-General invites States, intergov-
ernmental organizations and agencies, national insti-
tutions, non-governmental organizations and inter-
national financial institutions as well as natural and
juridical persons to make voluntary financial or other
contributions to the Fund.

D. Application for financial assistance

15. An application for financial assistance from the
Fund may be submitted by developing States, in par-
ticular the least developed countries and small island
developing States, who are parties to the Convention.

16. The purpose of the financial assistance applied
for should be specified. Financial assistance may be
sought for the following purposes:

(@) Training of technical and administrative staff;

(b) Desktop study or other means to make an initial
assessment of the nature of the continental shelf
and its limits;

(c) Working out of plans for the acquisition of neces-
sary additional data and mapping projects;

(d) Preparation of final, amended and/or revised sub-
mission documents;

(e) Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the
above points;

(f) Air travel and daily subsistence allowance for
up to three members of a delegation when the
Commission or relevant subcommission has
invited that delegation to attend its meeting or
session, except in cases where a joint submission
of three or more States is being considered, for
which a maximum of six members total of such a
joint delegation may receive assistance.

17. Detailed information under each of these pur-
poses should be provided as follows:

(@) Training of technical and administrative staff
The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A specification of the goal of the training and
which positions the trainees are intended to
fill afterwards;

(ii) Information on the training institute(s) in
question;

(iii) A copy of the training course(s);

(iv) The curriculum vitae of the trainees, including
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their date of birth; and

(v) Anitemized statement of the estimated costs
for which assistance is requested.

Desktop study or other means to make an assess-
ment of the nature of the continental shelf and its
limits

The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A short description of the aim of the study;
(i) An overview map of the area in question;

(iii) An overview, as complete as possible, of the
database already available to the State;

(iv) An outline of how the work will be done
and what tools are available (software and
hardware);

(v) A specification of what will be done by the
State’s own staff, and what will be contracted
for; and

(vi) An itemized statement of the estimated costs
for which assistance is requested.

Working out of plans for the acquisition of neces-
sary additional data and mapping projects

The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A summary of the status of knowledge of the
continental margin, preferably based on a
previous desktop study;

(ii) A preliminary assessment of the needs for
specific additional data and/or information in
accordance with the requirements of article
76 and annex Il to the Convention, and annex
Il to the Final Act; and

(iii) An itemized statement of the estimated costs
for which assistance is requested.

Preparation of final, amended and/or revised sub-
mission documents

The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A specification of what kind of assistance is
needed; and

(i) Anitemized statement of the estimated costs
for which assistance is requested.

Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the
above points

The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A copy of the contract between the
Government and the technical or scientific
expert in question; and

(i) Anitemized statement of the costs for which
assistance is requested.
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(f) Air travel and daily subsistence allowance when
the Commission or relevant subcommission
has invited a delegation to attend its meeting or
session

The application shall be accompanied by:

(i) A copy of the communication from the
Commission inviting the State to attend its
meeting or session;

(i) A communication from the requesting
Government(s) nominating the delegate(s)
which will attend a meeting or session of
the Commission or subcommission, and
indicating the dates during which each of the
delegate(s) will be required to attend such
meeting or session; and

(iii) A copy of the passport information page and
advice of the telephone number and email
address for each delegate nominated to
attend a meeting or session.

18. In all these cases the application shall be accom-
panied by an undertaking that the requesting State
shall supply a final statement of account providing
details of the expenditures made from the approved
amounts, to be certified by an auditor acceptable to
the United Nations.

E. Consideration of applications

19. Each request for financial assistance shall be
considered by the Division for Ocean Affairs and
the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs
(“the Division”), which acts as the secretariat of the
Commission.

20. The Division may engage an independent panel to
assist in the examination of applications on the basis
of section 4 above and to recommend the amount of
financial assistance to be given. The panel shall be
composed of the Chairs of the United Nations Regional
Groups; each Chair may designate one representative
from their Regional Group to attend on their behalf.
However, no person from a State with an application
before the panel and no sitting Commission member
should serve on this independent panel.

21. In considering the application, the Division shall
be guided by the following, in order of priority:

(@) the need to assist States requesting assistance
with their initial submission to the Commission;

(b) the need to assist least developed countries and
small island developing States;

(c) the need to assist developing States to prepare
additional data requested by the subcommission
analysing their submission;

(d) the need to assist developing States to partic-
ipate in meetings with the Commission or one
of its subcommissions upon an invitation by the
Commission;

(e) the need to assist developing States to maintain
their capacity while waiting for their submission to
be assigned to a subcommission for examination;
and

(f) the need to assist developing States to prepare
revised and/or amended submissions.

The order in which applications are received, the avail-
ability of funds and the overall level of assistance pro-
vided so far to a State requesting assistance shall also
be taken into consideration. Assistance with revised or
amended submissions will be limited to one approved
application per developing State; in the case of joint
submissions each State involved in the joint submis-
sion may seek such assistance.

F. Granting of assistance

22. The Secretary-General will provide financial
assistance from the Fund for requests approved on
the basis of the evaluation and recommendation of
the Division on the advice of the Panel of Experts.
Payments will be processed by the Organization in
accordance with standard practices.

G. Application of article 5 of annex Il to
the Convention

23. Nationals of the coastal State making the sub-
mission who are members of the Commission and

any Commission member who has assisted a coastal
State by providing scientific and technical advice with
respect to the delineation shall not be a member of the
subcommission dealing with that submission but has
the right to participate as a member in the proceedings
of the Commission concerning the said submission.

In an effort to promote transparency and to give full
effect to article 5 of annex Il to the Convention there
should be full disclosure by Commission members,
Trust Fund recipients and training sponsors to the
Division of any pre-submission contacts.

H. Reporting requirements for full
disclosure

24. Interested Governments, international
Organizations and institutions who provide any train-
ing for which any costs are reimbursed by this Fund
are strongly encouraged to provide the complete list of
participants to the Division.

25. Commission members who participate in any
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activities pursuant to this Fund shall disclose this
information to the Division.

26. Upon submission to the Commission of its infor-
mation on the limits of its continental shelf pursuant
to article 76 of the Convention, a coastal State that
has received assistance from this Fund shall disclose
this information, including the involvement of any
Commission members.

I. Application of the Financial Regula-
tions and Rules of the United Nations

27. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations shall apply to the administration of the
Fund. The Fund shall be subject to the auditing proce-
dures provided therein.

J. Reporting to the General Assembly

28. An annual report on the activities of the Fund,
including details of the contributions to and dis-
bursements from the Fund, will be made to the
General Assembly.

K. Implementing office

29. The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs is the implement-
ing office for the Fund and will provide the services
required for the operation of the Fund.

L. Revision

30. The General Assembly may revise the above if
circumstances so require.

lll.  Trust fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries,

in particular least developed countries, small island developing
States and landlocked developing States, in attending the meetings
of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process

on Oceans and the Law of the Sea

A. Mandate of the Trust Fund

1. By operative paragraph 45 of its resolution 55/7
on oceans and the law of the sea (adopted 30 October
2000), the General Assembly requested the Secretary-
General to establish a voluntary trust fund for the pur-
pose of assisting developing countries, in particular
least developed countries, small island developing
States and landlocked developing States, in attend-
ing the meetings of the United Nations Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law
of the Sea (the “Consultative Process”).

2. Inoperative paragraph 140 of its resolution
62/215 on oceans and the law of the sea (adopted on
22 December 2007), the General Assembly decided
that those representatives from developing coun-
tries who are invited by the co-chairpersons of the
Consultative Process to make presentations during
the meetings of the Consultative Process (“panellists”)
shall receive priority consideration in the disburse-
ment of funds from the voluntary trust fund estab-
lished by resolution 55/7 in order to cover the costs of
their travel, and shall also be eligible to receive daily
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subsistence allowance subject to the availability of
funds after the travel costs of all other eligible repre-
sentatives from eligible countries are covered.

B. Voluntary contributions

3. The Fund is open to voluntary contributions from
States and other interested entities.

C. Use of the Fund

4. The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial
assistance to representatives of developing countries,
in particular least developed countries, small island
developing States and landlocked developing States.
The Fund will cover the costs of the economy round-
trip air fares from the capitals of the countries of the
representatives designated by their Governments and
selected as recipients. It will also cover daily subsis-
tence allowance for panellists from developing coun-
tries subject to the availability of funds after the travel
costs of all other eligible and selected representatives
from developing countries are covered.
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D. Applications for financial assistance

5. An application for financial assistance from the
Fund may be submitted by any developing country
which is a Member of the United Nations and/or party
to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea. The Permanent Mission of the requesting State
shall send a formal communication to the Division

for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office
of Legal Affairs (“the Division”) requesting financial
assistance from the Fund and providing the name, the
date of birth and detailed contact information of the
designated representative.

E. Consideration of applications

6. Each request for financial assistance shall be
considered by the Division, which is the secretariat
that services the Consultative Process.

7. In considering the application, the Division shall

be guided by:

(@) the need to give priority disbursement to panel-
lists from developing countries;

(b) the need to give priority to requests for assistance
to least developed countries, small island develop-
ing States and landlocked developing States;

(c) the need to finance the participation of one partic-
ipant per State;

(d) the need for equitable geographical
representation;

(e) thetimeliness of applications; and
(f) the availability of funds.

8. If the number of requests for assistance exceed
the availability of funds, the Division may engage an
advisory panel of experts composed of one represen-
tative from each of the regional groups to assist the
Division with the evaluation of the requests for assis-
tance and the selection of the recipients.

F. Financial regulations and rules

9. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations shall apply to the administration of the
Fund. The Fund shall be subject to the auditing proce-
dures provided therein.

G. Implementing Office

10. The Legal Counsel shall be the Programme
Manager of the Fund. The Division is the implementing
office for the Fund.

H. Revision

11. The Secretary-General may revise the above, if
circumstances so require.

IV. Trust fund to assist States in the settlement of disputes
through the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

A. Reasons for establishing the Trust
Fund

1. Part XV of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (“the Convention”) provides for the
settlement of disputes. In particular, article 287 spec-

ifies that States are free to choose one or more of the
following means:

(@ The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea;
(b) The International Court of Justice;

(c) An arbitral tribunal; and

(d) A special arbitral tribunal.

2. The Secretary-General already operates a Trust
Fund for the International Court of Justice (see
A/47/444). The Permanent Court of Arbitration has

established a Financial Assistance Fund. The burden
of costs should not be a factor for States, in making
the choices under article 287, in deciding whether

a dispute should be submitted to the Tribunal or in
deciding upon the response to an application made
to the Tribunal by others. For these reasons, it was
decided to create a Trust Fund for the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (“the Tribunal”).

B. Object and purpose of the Trust Fund

3. This Trust Fund (“the Fund”) is established

by the Secretary-General in accordance with

General Assembly resolution 55/7 and pursuant to the
Agreement on Cooperation and Relationship between
the United Nations and the Tribunal of 18 December
1997 (resolution 52/251, annex).
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4. The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial
assistance to States parties to the Convention for
expenses incurred in connection with cases submit-
ted, or to be submitted, to the Tribunal, including its
Seabed Disputes Chamber and any other Chamber.

5. Assistance, which will be provided in accordance
with the following terms and conditions, should only
be provided in appropriate cases, principally those
proceeding to the merits where jurisdiction is not an
issue, but in exceptional circumstances may be pro-
vided for any phase of the proceedings.

C. Contributions to the Fund

6. The Secretary-General invites States, inter-
governmental organizations, national institutions,
non-governmental organizations, as well as natural
and juridical persons, to make voluntary financial
contributions to the Fund.

D. Application for assistance

7. An application for assistance from the Fund may
be submitted by any State party to the Convention.
The application should describe the nature of the case
which is to be, or has been, brought by or against the
State concerned and should provide an estimate of
the costs for which financial assistance is requested.
The application should contain a commitment to sup-
ply a final statement of account of the expenditures
made from approved amounts, to be certified by an
auditor acceptable to the United Nations.

E. Panel of experts

8. The Secretary-General will establish a panel of
experts, normally three persons of the highest pro-
fessional standing, to make recommendations on
each request. The task of each panel is to examine
the application and to recommend to the Secretary-
General the amount of the financial assistance to
be given, the phase or phases of the proceedings in
respect of which assistance is to be given and the
types of expenses for which the assistance may be
used.

F. Granting of assistance

9. The Secretary-General will provide financial
assistance from the Fund on the basis of the recom-
mendations of the panel of experts. Payments will be
made against receipts showing expenditures made in
respect of approved costs. The latter may include:

(@) Preparing the application and the written
pleadings;
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(b) Professional fees of counsel and advocates for
written and oral pleadings;

(c) Travel and expenses of legal representation in
Hamburg during the various phases of a case; and

(d) Execution of an Order of Judgment of the
Tribunal, such as marking a boundary in the terri-
torial sea.

G. Application of the Financial Regula-
tions and Rules of the United Nations

10. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations will apply to the administration of the
Fund, including the procedures for audit.

H. Reporting

11. An annual report on the activities of the Fund,
including details of the contributions to and disburse-
ments from the Fund, will be made to the Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention.

[. Implementing office

12. The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs is the implementing
office for this Fund and provides the services for the
operation of the Fund.

J. Offers of professional assistance

13. The implementing office also maintains a list of
offers of professional assistance which may be made
on a reduced fee basis by suitably qualified persons or
bodies. If an applicant for assistance so requests, the
implementing office will make the list of offers avail-
able to it for its consideration and decision; both finan-
cial and other assistance may be extended in respect
of the same case or phase thereof.

K. Revision

14. The General Assembly may revise the above if
circumstances so require.
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V. Trust fund for the regular process for global reporting
and assessment of the state of the marine environment,

including socioeconomic aspects

A. Establishment

1. By operative paragraph 183 of its resolution

64/71 on oceans and the law of the sea (adopted 4
December 2009), the General Assembly requests the
Secretary-General to establish a voluntary trust fund
for the purpose of supporting the operations of the
first five-year cycle of the regular process, including
for the provision of assistance to the experts referred
to in paragraph 180 from developing countries, in par-
ticular least developed countries, small island develop-
ing States and landlocked developing States, attend-
ing the meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the
Whole in 2010, as well as a special scholarship fund to
support training programmes for developing countries,
and encourages Member States, international financial
institutions, donor agencies, intergovernmental orga-
nizations, non-governmental organizations and natural
and juridical persons to contribute to the funds.

B. Purpose

2. The purpose of the Fund is: (a) to support the
operations of the first five-year cycle of the regular
process; (b) to provide assistance to the experts from
developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, small island developing States and land-
locked developing States, so that they may attend the
meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group of the Whole in
2010; and (c) to provide a special scholarship fund to
support training programmes for developing countries.

C. Contributions

3. Contributions to the Fund can be made by
Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmen-
tal organizations, private institutionsand individuals.
Contributions may only be accepted by the Assistant
Secretary-General, Controller.

4. Contributions in cash to the Fund may be accepted
in United States dollars or other fully convertible
currencies.

5. Anyfinancial contributions which are accompanied
by an indicationof the specific activities for which they
are earmarked shall be assigned the appropriate elec-
tronic code for such activities.

6. Any interest income derived from contributions to
the Fund shall be credited to the Fund in accordance

with the applicable United Nations regulations, rules,
policies and procedures. In addition, any interest
income derived from financial contributions ear-
marked for specific activities shall be earmarked for
the same activities.

7. TheController has designated the following bank
account in which the resources of the Fund shall be
kept:

J.P. Morgan Chase
International Agencies Banking
1166 Avenue of the Americas
New York, USA

10036-2708

United Nations General Trust Fund Account
Account Number: 485-001969
ABA Number: 021-000-021

Swift Code: CHASUS33

Earmarked for Trust fund for the regular process for
global reporting and assessment of the state of
the marine environment, including socio-economic
aspects

D. Authority

8. The Fund shall be administered in conformity
with the United Nations Financial Regulations and
Rules and with the relevant policies and procedures.
Exceptions to such rules, policies and procedures are
not permissible, unless specifically authorized by the
Secretary-General or on his behalf by the Assistant
Secretary-General, Controller, or by the Assistant
Secretary-General or OHRM, as appropriate.

E. Administration and Implementation
Arrangements

9. The Division for Ocean Affairs and Law of the
Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, is mandated by the
General Assembly to provide support for the Regular
Process Global Reporting and Assessment of the
State of the marine environment, including socio-eco-
nomic aspects, and shall be the implementing office
for the Trust Fund.

10. For the purpose of ensuring proper financial con-
trols, the Under- Secretary-General, the Legal Counsel,
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shall be the Programme Manager of the Fund and the
Executive Officer of the Office of Legal Affairs shall be
Certifying Officer.

11. TheLegal Counsel shall beresponsible for ensur-
ing that the Fund is utilized for the purpose described in
paragraph 2, as read with paragraph 1.

12. The Certifying Officer shall ensure that expendi-
tures are incurred in accordance with the applicable
Financial and Staff Regulations, Rules, policies and
procedures, for the purpose intended and within the
funds earmarked for that activity, and shall draw to the
attention of the Controller any proposed commitment
or expenditure which, in his or her view, is inconsistent
therewith.

F. Reporting

13. The Controller will provide an annual financial
statement showing income and expenditures as at
31 December of each year with respect to the total
funds pledged and received for the Trust Fund for the
regular process for global reporting and assessment
of the state of the marine environment. The Office of
Legal Affairs will provide information on funds ear-
marked for specific activities.

14. All accounts and financial statements shall be

expressed in United States dollars.

G. Programme support costs

15. In accordance with United Nations Financial
Regulations, programme support costs will be charged to
the Fund at the rate of thirteen (13) per cent of the total
annual expenditures, unless otherwise agreed with the
Controller. Inaddition, the trust fund operating reserve
will be applied within the cash resources to meet final
expenditures of the activities covered from the fund.

H. Audit

16. The Fund will be subject solely to the external and
internal audit procedures of the United Nations.

[. Revision

17. The Secretary-General may revise the above, if
circumstances so require.

J. Termination

18. The Secretary-General shall decide the termina-
tion of the Fund and the disposal of its assets.

VI. Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Law
of the Sea trust fund for the United Nations Programme of Assis-
tance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation

of International Law

A. Object and purpose of the award

1. The Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Fellowship
on the Law of the Sea was established by

General Assembly resolutions 36/79 and 36/108 of
9 and 10 December 1981, respectively, in recogni-
tion of the contribution of the late Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea as its President. The Fellowship
is an activity carried out within the framework

of the United Nations Programme of Assistance

in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider
Appreciation of International Law. The Fellowship is
intended, primarily, for government officials as well
as research fellows or lecturers who are involved in
ocean law or maritime affairs, or related disciplines,
either in government or educational institutions and
bodies. The purpose of the Fellowship is to assist
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candidates to acquire additional knowledge of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, in
order to promote its wider appreciation and applica-
tion, and to enhance specialized experience in those
fields.

B. Qualifications

2. Candidates must have a degree in Law, Marine
Sciences, Political Science, Ocean Management

or technical training in Ocean Management,
Administration of Ports or in related disciplines; they
must have at least five years work-related experience;
and they must be between the ages of 25 and 40
years.
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C. Frequency of award

3. ltis anticipated that a minimum of one Fellowship,
or more than one if there is adequate income, will be
awarded each year, special consideration being given
to persons who may not otherwise have the means or
facilities for acquiring such special knowledge, train-
ing or experience through other means or in their own
countries.

D. Administration of Fellowship

4. The Fellowship will be administered by the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea,
Office of Legal Affairs, and will be funded from the
income received from contributions to the Fellowship
Fund which has been established for the purpose.

An annual report on the administration of the
Fellowship will be made to the Advisory Committee
on the United Nations Programme of Assistance

in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider
Appreciation of International Law.

E. Establishment of Advisory Panel

5. An Advisory Panel of eight eminent persons in
international relations, the law of the sea and its imple-
mentation will be nominated annually by the Under-
Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel,
for the purpose of evaluating the candidates and mak-
ing recommendations for the award of the Fellowship
or Fellowships. The Panel shall be composed of:

(@) representatives of Permanent Missions to the
United Nations;

(b) representatives of educational institutions or
organizations of an international character;

(c) individuals closely associated with the work of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea and with the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea and its implementation; and

(d) anominee of the Legal Counsel.

F. Application of Candidates

6. The annual award of the Fellowship will be widely
publicized and applications will be received within
the time period specified. Applications may be sub-
mitted by governments, institutions or directly by
individuals. The applications shall include information
concerning the candidate’s personal history, together
with a resume of his/her education and vocation, and
transcripts from colleges and universities attended.
Applications will also include a one-page description
prepared by the candidate as to their proposed area
of study. Candidates shall be required to provide

information as to their financial means and the
facilities available to them for the advancement of
their careers or vocations. Prior to the award of the
Fellowship, the selected candidate would be required
to provide confirmation and documentary proof, as
appropriate, of all educational qualifications and other
important information.

G. Method of selection of Fellowship
recipients

7. Onthe basis of the applications received, a short
list of eligible candidates will be established by the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and
will be submitted to the Advisory Panel for evaluation.
For this purpose, the Advisory Panel will be provided
with a summary of each candidate’s qualifications; the
sponsorship, if any, by any government or governmen-
tal agency or other institution; information concerning
the means or absence thereof for the advancement

of the candidate’s career or vocation or for acquiring
specialized training or experience in the candidate’s
country; an explanatory statement from the candidate
as to how he expects to benefit from the Fellowship
and how it would assist in the development of the can-
didate’s career or vocation.

8. Inthe selection of the Fellowship recipient(s), con-
sideration will be given, in principle, to assuring that all
countries and geographic regions would benefit from
the award of the Fellowship. No award will be made in
any year or in two successive years to candidates from
the same country.

9. The Legal Counsel will award the Fellowship(s) on
the basis of the evaluation and recommendations of
the Advisory Panel.

H. Secretariat for the Fellowship

10. The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, shall be the secretariat for
the award of the Fellowship and shall provide all ser-
vices required in connection with it.

|.  Duration of study

11. The duration of the Fellowship will be for a mini-
mum of three months (which may be extended at the
discretion of the Legal Counsel depending on available
income from the Fund) followed by a period of at least
one month’s internship with the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs.
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J. Institution of Study

12. Fellowship recipient(s) will, after consultation
with and acceptance by the universities or institutions
concerned, be provided facilities to pursue courses,
undertake research, receive further training or gain
specialized experience in one or more of the universi-
ties and educational institutions on the list provided
for the programme in any year. Due regard will be given
to the preference of a candidate for a particular uni-
versity or institution, the preferred areas of research
and the period during which the Fellowship will be
implemented.

K. Accommodation and functional
arrangements

13. Inview of the waiving of fees and levies by the
universities and institutions listed as participating in
the Fellowship, the United Nations will assume respon-
sibility only for all travel connected with the Fellowship
and the relevant accommodation allowances. During

the terms of their awards, Fellows will be paid specific
allowances which are intended to cover only normal
living expenses in accordance with policies and proce-
dures governing the administration of United Nations
Fellowships.

14. During the period of internship in the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal
Affairs, the Fellow will continue to be paid the above
allowances.

L. Dissertation by Fellow

15. Atthe end of the period of research study, the
Fellow shall be required to submit a dissertation or
study on an aspect of the law of the sea as may be
decided between the Fellow, the supervising professor
and the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea, Office of Legal Affairs. Such dissertation or study
will be considered for inclusion in the official publica-
tions of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of
the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs.

VII. Trust fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries,
in particular the least developed countries, land-locked develop-
ing countries and small island developing States, in attending the
meetings of the preparatory committee and an intergovernmental
conference on the development of an international legally-binding
instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological

diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction

A. Mandate of the Trust Fund

1. By operative paragraph 5 of its resolution 69/292
(adopted 19 June 2015), the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General to establish a volun-
tary trust fund for the purpose of assisting developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries,
land-locked developing countries and small island
developing States, in attending the meetings of the
preparatory committee (the “Preparatory Committee”)
and an intergovernmental conference (“the
Conference”) on the development of an international
legally-binding instrument under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of
areas beyond national jurisdiction.
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B. Voluntary contributions

2. The Fund is open to voluntary contributions from
States and other interested entities.

C. Use of the Fund

3. The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial
assistance to representatives of developing countries,
in particular least developed countries, small island
developing States and landlocked developing States.
The Fund will cover the costs of the economy round-
trip air fares of the representatives designated by their
Governments and selected as recipients.
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D. Applications for financial assistance

4. The Permanent Mission of the requesting State, or
in the absence of a Permanent Mission, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, shall send a formal communication to
the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
of the Office of Legal Affairs (“the Division”) request-
ing financial assistance from the Fund and providing
the name, the date of birth and detailed contact infor-
mation of the designated representative. If more than
one delegate is designated, the State shall indicate the
order of priority in which designates should be consid-
ered for funding.

E. Consideration of applications

5. Each request for financial assistance shall be
considered by the Division.

6. In considering the application, the Division shall
be guided by:

(@) the need to give priority to requests for assistance
to least developed countries, small island develop-
ing States and landlocked developing States;

(b) the need to finance the participation of one partic-
ipant per State;

(c) the need for equitable geographical
representation;

(d) the timeliness of applications; and
(e) the availability of funds.

7. If the number of requests for assistance exceeds
the availability of funds, the Division may engage an
advisory panel of experts composed of one repre-
sentative from each of the United Nations regional
groups to assist the Division with the evaluation of
the requests for assistance and the selection of the
recipients.

F. Financial Regulations and Rules

8. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations shall apply to the administration of the
Fund. The Fund shall be subject to the auditing proce-
dures provided therein.

G. Implementing Office

9. The Legal Counsel shall be the Programme
Manager of the Fund. The Division is the implementing
office for the Fund.

H. Revision

10. The Secretary-General may revise the above, if
circumstances so require.

. Amendment

11. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution

69/292 of 19 June 2015, a special voluntary trust

fund was established for the purpose of assisting
developing countries, in particular the least developed
countries, land-locked developing countries and small
island developing States, in attending the meetings of
the preparatory committee and the Intergovernmental
Conference by providing for economy round-trip air-
fare for delegates. Pursuant to resolution 72/249 of 24
December 2017, the trust fund will include daily subsis-
tence allowance in addition to defraying the costs of
economy-class travel, limiting requests for assistance
from this trust fund to one delegate per State for each
session.

12. Each request for financial assistance shall be
considered by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs. In considering
the applications the Division shall be guided by: the
need to give priority to requests for assistance from
least developed countries, land-locked developing
countries and small island developing States; the need
to finance the participation of one participant per
requesting State; the need for equitable geographical
representation; the timeliness of applications; and
the availability of funds. If the number of requests

for assistance exceeds the availability of funds, the
Division may engage an advisory panel of experts
composed of one representative from each of the
United Nations regional groups to assist the Division
with the evaluation of the requests for assistance and
the selection of the recipients.
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VIII. Assistance fund under Part VIl of the Agreement for the Imple-
mentation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation
and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory

Fish Stocks

As revised at the fourteenth round of Informal
Consultations of the States Parties to the Agreement,
New York, 2 to 3 May 2019.

A. Background and scope

1.  Article 25 of Part VIl of the Agreement for

the Implementation of the Provisions of the

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks (hereinafter referred to as “the
Agreement”) requires States parties to cooperate
either directly or through subregional, regional and
global organizations to enhance the ability of devel-
oping States, in particular the least-developed among
them and small island developing States, to conserve
and manage straddling fish stocks and highly migra-
tory fish stocks and to develop their own fisheries for
such stocks; to enable their participation in high seas
fisheries for such stocks, including facilitating access
to such fisheries subject to articles 5 and 11 of the
Agreement; and to facilitate the participation in subre-
gional and regional fisheries management organiza-
tions and arrangements.

2. Article 25 of the Agreement further provides that
cooperation with developing States for the purposes
of that article shall include the provision of financial
assistance, assistance relating to human resources
development, technical assistance, transfer of tech-
nology, including through joint venture arrangements,
and advisory and consultative services. Such assis-
tance, pursuant to article 25(3), “shall inter alia be
directed specifically towards” improved conservation
and management of straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks through collection, reporting,
verification, exchange and analysis of fisheries data
and related information as well as stock assessment
and scientific research and monitoring control, surveil-
lance, compliance and enforcement, including training
and capacity-building at the local level, development
and funding of national and regional observer pro-
grammes and access to technology and equipment.

3. Under Article 26 of the Agreement, States are
required to cooperate to establish special funds to
assist developing States in the implementation of the
Agreement, including assisting developing States to
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meet the costs involved in any proceedings for the
settlement ofdisputes to which they may be parties.

4. Contributions to the Assistance Fund will be used
to support the purposes of the Fund as enumerated

in paragraph 16, including through project(s) and pro-
gramme(s) implemented by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAOQ) or the Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs of the
United Nations (UN/OLA/DOALOS), acting on behalf of
the United Nations, as provided for in paragraph 13.

B. Establishment of the Assistance Fund

5. The Assistance Fund established pursuant to
General Assembly resolution 58/14 will be adminis-
tered by FAO.

6. The purpose of the Fund is to provide finan-
cial assistance to developing States parties to
the Agreement to assist in the implementation of
the Agreement in accordance with Part VIl of the
Agreement.

7. This Fund is one component of assistance to be
provided in accordance with Part VIl of the Agreement
and supplements other sources of assistance.

C. Implementing office

8. FAO will administer the Fund and act as the imple-
menting office for the Fund in accordance with its
Financial Regulations and other applicable Rules, and
in collaboration with UN/OLA/DOALOS.

9. Inthe administration of the Fund, FAO and UN/
OLA/DOALOS will take into account experience
and best practice in the management of other trust
funds established within the framework of the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

D. Collaboration between the

United Nations and the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization

10. FAO and UN/OLA/DOALOS will collaborate with

each other and will make available to each other all
information and assistance as may be required in
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relation to the administration and operation of the
Fund. In particular, they will, as appropriate, seek to
achieve mutual benefits from any arrangements under
this Fund with similar activities, including in relation

to the promotion and implementation of the 1993 FAO
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International
Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing
Vessels on the High Seas and the 1995 FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.

11. UN/OLA/DOALOS will receive applications, ensure
that the agreed procedural requirements are met, and
then forward them expeditiously to FAO for review

and decision, in accordance with these Terms of
Reference. In the case of applications for assistance
under paragraph 13 (projects and programmes) which
are to be implemented by UN/OLA/DOALOQS, and
paragraph 16(g) (proceedings for the settlement of
disputes under the Agreement), UN/OLA/DOALQOS will
review and decide on these applications in accordance
with these Terms of Reference.

E. Contributions to the Assistance Fund

12. FAO and UN/OLA/DOALOS will invite States, inter-
governmental organizations, international financial
institutions, national institutions, non-governmental
organizations, as well as natural and juridical per-
sons, to make voluntary financial contributions to the
Fund. Such contributions will be deposited in the Fund
referred to in paragraph 7.

13. In addition to general voluntary contributions to
the Fund, contributions may also be made through
donor agreements for specific activities which meet
any of the purposes of the Fund set forth in paragraph
16. Such donor agreements between a donor, FAO and
the UN/OLA/DOALOS, will set out all activities to be
undertaken, as mutually agreed upon by them. Such
activities will be implemented by FAO or UN/OLA/
DOALOS.

F. Applications for assistance

14. (a) An application for financial assistance from
the Fund may be submitted by any developing
State Party to the Agreement. Such an application
may also be submitted on behalf of the Party by
an appropriate subregional or regional organiza-
tion or arrangement;

(b) An application for financial assistance by a
developing State Party to the Agreement will be
submitted by way of an official communication
from the relevant national authority of the appli-
cant. An application for financial assistance on
behalf of a developing State Party by an appro-
priate sub-regional or regional organization or
arrangement will be accompanied by an official

communication from the relevant national author-
ity of the developing State Party confirming that
the application is submitted on its behalf;

(c) All applications for financial assistance for
travel will be submitted to UN/OLA/DOALOS

at least one month in advance of the date of

the event or activity for which assistance is
requested. Applications for assistance for other
types of activities will be submitted at least four
months in advance of the planned activity.

15. The application should specify how it relates to
the implementation of the Agreement and include

a description of the desired outputs of the project/
expenditure and an itemization of anticipated costs.

G. Purposes of assistance

16. The purpose of the financial assistance applied
for should be specified and may be sought for the fol-
lowing purposes:

(a) Facilitating the participation of representatives
from developing States parties, in particular the
least-developed among them and small island
developing States parties to the Agreement, in the
meetings and activities of relevant regional and
subregional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements.

Such assistance may include such costs as travel
costs and, if appropriate, daily subsistence allow-
ances for delegations participating in relevant
regional and subregional fisheries management
organizations or arrangements, including techni-
cal experts.

(b) Assisting with travel costs, and if appropriate
daily subsistence allowances, associated with the
participation of developing States parties, in par-
ticular the least-developed among them and small
island developing States parties to the Agreement,
in relevant meetings concerning high seas fish-
eries of relevant global organizations, such as
the United Nations Development Programme, the
Food and Agriculture Organization and other spe-
cialized agencies, the Global Environment Facility
and other appropriate international and regional
organizations and bodies.

Applications for this purpose will include details of
how the meeting in question relates to implemen-
tation of the Agreement.

(c) Supporting ongoing and future negotiations to
establish new regional or subregional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements
in areas where such bodies are not currently in
place, to renegotiate founding agreements for
such organizations and arrangements and to
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(f)

(9)

(h)
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strengthen existing subregional and regional
fisheries management organizations and arrange-
ments in accordance with the Agreement.

A condition for such support is that reference to
implementing the Agreement is made in found-
ing documents and/or work programmes of the
regional or subregional fisheries management
organizations or arrangements and in the national
fisheries policies and/or management plans of
States parties.

Enhancing the ability of developing States parties,
in particular the least-developed among them and
small island developing States parties, to develop
at the national level a legal basis for the imple-
mentation of effective flag State measures, in
conformity with the provisions of the Agreement
and in accordance with international law.

Building capacity for activities in key areas such
as effective exercise of flag State responsibilities,
monitoring, control and surveillance, enforcement,
data collection and scientific research relevant to
straddling and highly migratory fish stocks on a
national and/or regional level.

Facilitating exchange of information and experi-
ence on the implementation of the Agreement.

Assisting developing States parties to the
Agreement, in particular the least-developed
among them and small island developing States,
with human resources development, technical
training, and technical assistance in relation to
conservation and management of straddling and
highly migratory fish stocks and development of
fisheries for such stocks, consistent with the duty
to ensure the proper conservation and manage-
ment of such stocks.

Assisting in meeting the costs involved in pro-
ceedings for the settlement of disputes between
States parties to the Agreement concerning the
interpretation or application of the Agreement

in accordance with Part VIII of the Agreement

or proceedings concerning the interpretation or
application of a subregional, regional or global
fishery agreement relating to straddling fish
stocks or highly migratory fish stocks to which
they are parties, including any dispute concern-
ing the conservation and management of such
stocks and complementary to any assistance
provided under the ITLOS Trust Fund established
by General Assembly resolution 55/7 or the Trust
Fund for the International Court of Justice estab-
lished by General Assembly resolution 47/444 or
the financial assistance fund established by the
Permanent Court of Arbitration.

H. Consideration of applications, granting
of assistance and conditions

17. Requests for financial assistance will be consid-
ered without delay in the order in which they have been
submitted. FAO or UN/OLA/DOALOS, will establish a
panel, which may be composed of the Chairs of the
Regional Groups of Member States for the month
during which the panel is being convened, or their
designate, or other independent and impartial experts
of the highest professional standing, to assist in the
review of the applications and to make recommen-
dations on the amount of financial assistance to be
givenin each case. In cases where applications for
assistance from the Fund are made against specific
activities for which funding has been made available
through a donor agreement in accordance with para-
graph 13, a representative of the donor(s) that have
entered into the saiddonor agreement will also be
invited to participate in the panel.

18. In cases of applications for assistance with travel
related expenses under paragraph 16, FAO may make
decisions on applications without referral to the panel.

19. Review of applications and decisions will be
guided by the purposes of the Fund, the provisions

of the Agreement, the financial needs of the request-
ing developing State Party(ies) and availability of
funds, with priority given to least developed countries
and small island developing States parties to the
Agreement. The financial assistance will be provided
on an impartial basis. Consideration of applications
will also include an assessment of whether any exist-
ing alternative sources of assistance are available. All
decisions on assistance from the Fund will take into
account the size of the Fund and the need for cost
effectiveness in its use.

20. In considering applications, FAO and UN/OLA/
DOALOS should also work together to inform relevant
regional fisheries management organizations and
United Nations bodies about applications under the
Fund in order that they may comment if they so choose.

21. FAO will disburse financial assistance from the
Fund in an expeditious manner in accordance with
paragraphs 17-20 of these Terms of Reference.

22. (a) Financial assistance provided from the Fund
will be applied by the applicant solely for the
purpose specified in the application for financial
assistance.

(b) If an applicant wishes to apply such financial
assistance for a purpose other than the purpose
for which it is provided, the applicant will submit
an amended application for financial assistance.
The amended application will be submitted and
considered in accordance with these Terms of
Reference.
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(c) If financial assistance provided from the Fund
is not applied by an applicant for the purpose
for which it is approved, the applicant will notify
FAO and UN/OLA/DOALOS as soon as possible
and take immediate steps to refund promptly the
financial assistance to FAO. Failure to comply with
these requirements may affect the decision con-
cerning any future application for assistance.

l. Reporting

23. Anannual report on the activities of the Fund,
including a financial statement of the contribu-

tions to, and disbursements from the Fund, will be
included in the report of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations on “Sustainable fisheries, including
through the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to
the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and related
instruments”. A report on the activities of the Fund to
date, including a financial statement of the contribu-
tions to and disbursements from the Fund will also be
presented at the Review Conference provided for in
Article 36 of the Agreement.

24. Additional reports on project(s) and programme(s)
referred to in paragraphs 4 and 13 will be presented to
the donor by FAO and the UN/OLA/DOALOS, in accor-
dance with any specific reporting requirements set

out in the donor agreement, and in accordance with
the donor agreement and the Rules and Regulations of
FAO and the United Nations, as may be applicable.

25. Recipients of assistance will be required to
provide a report on the purpose and outcome of the

approved expenditure to FAO or UN/OLA/DOALGOS, as
appropriate, for the above-mentioned report(s). FAO
and UN/OLA/DOALOS will share these reports. Failure
of the recipients to provide such a report promptly may
affect the decision concerning any future application
for assistance.

J. Revision and Review

26. These Terms of Reference may be revised if cir-
cumstances so require.

27. The States parties to the Agreement will peri-
odically review the activities of the Fund with a view
to assessing and evaluating the effectiveness of the
financial assistance provided pursuant to these Terms
of Reference.

28. Taking into account paragraph 19 of these Terms
of Reference, the States parties to the Agreement may
also make recommendations on priorities for the use
of the Fund.

K. Publicity

29. FAO and UN/OLA/DOALOS will maintain on their
websites details of the Fund, including details on appli-
cation procedures, assistance provided, and links to
other relevant websites. FAO and UN/OLA/DOALOS
should also explore ways to promote contributions to
the Fund and knowledge of the fund through regional
fisheries management organizations and arrange-
ments, multilateral donor organizations, and interna-
tional financial institutions.
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