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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, | would like to congratulate you on your election as a President of
the first session of the Preparatory Committee for the 2010 Review Conference
of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. We
are fully confident that your wide experience and sagacious steering will help in
proceeding this important meeting and will contribute to achieving the aspired
resolution . In this context, we affirm to you our fullest support during the
course of deliberations.

Mr. Chairman,

Syria was among the first States to adhere to the NPT, in which we believe that
it respresents the fundamental principle for comprehensive nuclear disarmament
aiming at attaining stability, peace and security throughout the world.
Regretfully, we still have not observed tangible progress in freeing the world
from this kind of weapons of which possession and ability to produce were
pursued during the Cold War.

Mr. Chairman,

Serious and willful cessation of both horizental and vertical proliferation of
nuclear weapons as well as elimination of the stockpile of nuclear weapons were
the main purpose of the NPT. However, the fact that this Treaty has neither
been able to cutoff the horizontal and vertical proliferation nor place a time table
for elimination of nuclear weapons.



Mr. Chairman,

Syria affirms that the IAEA is the competent authority to follow up
questions of verification and compliance through its Comprehensive
Safeguards system, which is considered the comerstone of the non-
proliferation regime. Furthermore, we affirm here that universality of NPT
will lead into universality of the IAEA Comprehensive Safeguards system.

The competence authorities in Syria maintain strict border control of land,
sea and air entry points in accordance with the national legislation and
regulations in force, with the goal of combating illegal trafficking in
radioactive and nuclear materials. Moreover, Syria implements reporting,
registration, licensing and monitoring mechanisms for imported or exported
nuclear and radiological materials and equipment designed for peaceful uses
of nuclear energy in accordance with international norms.

Mr. Chairman,

Syria places great importance on the need to deepen the essential role played
by IAEA in promoting and facilitating the transfer of nuclear science and
technology to Member States in accordance with its basic Statute and in a
way that strikes a balance between the Agency’s monitoring activities and its
activities related to the dissemination of nuclear technology and
applications.

Article 4 of the NPT states clearly, and with no room for reinterpretation, the
inalienable right of all parties to the Treaty in the use of Atomic Energy for
all peaceful purposes, and all the parties to the Treaty undertake to facilitate

all means of exchange of equipment, materials and scientific technological
information.

The act of restriction in nuclear technology or any advanced technology
transfer to the non-nuclear states party to the Treaty is considered an act
against the provision of the NPT.

Mr. Chairman,
Syria welcomes the signature in September 2006 of the treaty on a Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia as an effective step in promoting peace
and security in the region and in the world.



Syria reaffirms the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones by the
Treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Bangkok, and Pelindaba, as well as
Mongolia’s nuclear-weapon-free status, as positive steps and important
measures towards global nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.

Syria worked since 1987 to make the Middle East into a zone free of all
weapons of mass destruction, above all, nuclear weapons. In April 2003, on
behalf of the Arab Group, Syria proposed an initiative to the Security
Council in New York to rid the Middle East region of weapons of mass
destruction, above all nuclear weapons. At the time, Syria declared to the
international community that, along with its Arab brothers and the peace-
loving States of the world, it would contribute actively to transforming the
Middle East into zone free of all weapons of mass destruction. However,
international conditions at the time and the positions of certain influential
States in the Security Council did not favor the success of that initiative. In
December 2003, Syria resubmitted the same initiative to the Security
Council. It is still in blue for consideration. The security Council should, and
without further delay, foresight and adopt this initiative in accordance with
the provisions of article 7 of NPT,

Mr. Chairman,

Syria expresses again its grave concern over Israel’s manifest indifference
and intransigence and its refusal to accede, or even to express its intention to
accede, to the NPT and submit all its nuclear installation to international
inspection.

Syria reaffirms the need to place priority and prime importance to nuclear
disarmament in regions of tension and conflict. Therefore, It is imperative to
encourage the establishment of nuclear weapons free zone in the Middle
East as a step along the road to eliminating nuclear weapons completely, and
reducing the danger of arms races in conflict and under tension regions.
Furthermore, Israelis is still hesitant to emplane initiatives on peace and
security in the Middle East.

Syria expresses its concern over international indifference when it comes to
putting pressure on Israel to implement international resolutions. In this
context, Syria calls the international community to put an end to the
application of double standard that shed doubt as to the credibility and
universality of the treaty. :



opportunity to benefit from the various peaceful uses of
nuclear energy in implementation of article 4 of the Treaty.

(d) [t is imperative to support the authority and the role of the
IAEA in addressing nuclear proliferation issues, and to
firmly establish the principle of transparency in the
activities of States and their cooperation the IAEA so that
the Agency can carry out its obligations and implement the
tasks assigned to it with respect to non-proliferation issues
and progress towards establishing an effective nuclear

disarmament programme.

(e) It is imperative for nuclear-weapon States to fulfill their
responsibilities, which would contribute to universalization
of the NPT.

(H) It is imperative to implement the resolution on the Middle

East that was adopted by the 1995 NPT Review and
Extension Conference and was reaffirmed at the 2000
Review Conference.

() Allowing the Conference on Disarmament to agree on an
agenda that places nuclear disarmament at the top of its
concerns. '

(h) Adequate momentum should be given to implementing

nuclear disarmament resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly and to activating United Nations disarmament
mechanisms, including the First Committee, the Conference
on Disarmament and the Disarmament Commission.

(i) It is important that the international community recognize
the grave concern of the States of the Middle East over the
threat of Israeli nuclear capabilities which are developing
and increasing in the absence of any international control.

() It is imperative that the international community recognize
the importance of article 3 of the Treaty and its relevance to
issues involving the security and safety of nuclear
programmes and verification of their peaceful nature. There
must be a call by the international community to all States
parties, in particular nuclear-weapon States, to refrain from
exploiting these issues to impose limitations or restrictions
on nuclear technology transfer to other States parties,
especially those that have submitted to the IAEA Safeguards
System, on the pretext of applying them for the sake of the
security and safety of a nuclear programme.



