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' Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina

‘UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

‘ Fax 022928 90 50
. v ‘vi;'ul . R .

to the United Nations
at Geneva

"The Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the United Nations at Geneva

presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations High Commxssmner
for Human Rights and with regard to the request sent by OHCHR on January 17

2008 referring to the Draft resolution A/C.3/63/L.66 entitled “Report of the Human
Rights Council on the preparations for the Durban Review Conference” adopted by

(the General Assembly on November 20" 2007, has the honour to enclose responses to

the questionnaire for the first substantive session of the Preparatory Committes
provided by the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

|The Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the United Natwns at Geneva
.avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations High
' Comm1551oncr for Human R1ghts the assurances of its highest conmdcraﬂom—:;{

| Geneva, February 155 2008

OFF ICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

22, Dis, Tue Lawarting, 1203 Gantve, fel, ++ 4122345 88 dd; fax. ++ 44 22345 88 89
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. Quiestion 1: Can you assess the implementation of the Durban Declaration and

| Programme of Action in your country?" ;

o : !

A '

i Biosn;ia-Herzegovina, as a member of the Organisation of United Nations and the

. State Party to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

Discrimination (entered into force on 16 July 1893) successfully presented the Initial
Report under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

. Discrimination before the competent UN Committee on 22™ and 23" February 2005.

L e .
!

- Raoial discrimination, as well as other forms of discrimination, is directly prohibited by
i+ the Constitutions of B+ and its two Entities and is incriminated through several
i characteristics of crimes within the criminal legislation of Bosnia-Herzegovina, its two
! Entities and District Breko. This clearly expresses determination of the BH authorities

i for the respect of human rights of all citizens residing in it, of aliens residing initona

o g'gj;mangm ground, and of aliens with temporary stay granted at the territory of

| Bosnia-Herzegovina, respecting the principle of tolerance.
) Y REER) ; :. ‘ ) |

- BosniaiHerzegovina is carrying ‘out the policy of elimination of racial discrimination

‘ib:ot'hji ‘through general legal framework and through promotion, recognition and
- enjoyment of equal position ' for all, expressed through legislative, judicial,
" administrative and other measures; the right to retum and praperty repossession by

- Law) in Bosnia-Herzegovina. -~
. The Councit of Ministers of B-H.adopted the Report in the legal procedure at its g1*
.séss}ion} held on 12 April 2005. ° :

Tﬁe; UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination considered and
adopted the mentioned Report submitted by Bosnia-Herzegovina at its session held

on 22-23 February 2005. The ‘Committee submitted its detailed recommendations
ithin the Concluding remarks to the authorities of BH. The authorities of BH are

' ﬂwﬁliﬁgd't’ql respond to the recommendations in the course of the preparation of the
ec‘qnq Egriotjig Report of B-H on implementation of the subject Convention,
n1a|;lerzegowné is _oblfgeé to submit the Second ;Périédic Report to the
petent UN Committee (adopted by the Council of Ministers of B-H and transiated

the UN working 1a§ng;;}:jagés) by July2008. |

mention that‘;dpd‘erway is preparation of the Second Periodic Report by Bosnia-

na on implementation of the intemational Convention'on Elimination of All

S0 Rj_acié[@isérir’hinatjor’z_'.f As regards the preparations intensive cooperation
carried out both with'all authorities (State, Entity and Cantonal level) and

ernmental ‘s]epto'n i i' o o o

AR ool i i I ll

(AR . C i

: oitizens; organising cultural activities and the position of Roma as the most numerous -
- and most vulnerable national minority (out of 17 national minorities enumerated in the
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iQL'I?StIOQZ Can you assess contemporary manifestations of racism, racial
! discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance as well as initiatives in this

‘ re'f;ar'd w'lth a view to eliminating them in your country?

I i
i ' ; i o
o il . I
. i

A ;jaigregfqdﬁ“/; :mentic}nied, the Constitution of Bosnla-Herzegovina, as the highest legal

document} i directly : prohibits discrimination by its provision, which reads: "The

er{:jdymé‘nt of the rights and fréedoms provided for in this Article or in the international
| agreements listed in Annex | to this Constitution shell be secured to all persons in
i Bbsnia-Herzegovina without discrimination on any ground such as sex, race, colour,
- language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with

a national minority, property, birth or other status". 5

! | . : :
1 The wappean Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
... i Fréedoms guarantees maintenance and realisation of human rights and fundamental
(TR f‘rgédoms, and its Article 14 reads: "The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set
oo 1' forth'in this Convention shall be' secured without discrimination on any ground such
R ais@sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
- origin, association with & national minority, property, birth or other status". It has been
© I incorporated into the Constitution of Bosnia-Herzegovina, securing thereby direct
N ;‘jap"pl_ifcatibn' of the subject Convention in legal system of Boshia-Herzegovina and in
~ i this way it has been given priority over all other domestic law. |

i

Herzegovina. - .+ . °. :
SN L dy gy Gl f i s .
nstitution.,of_‘B.osnlafHeanggowna has determined the position of constituent

pl’éféf“(Bcéﬁﬁiéké; Serbs and Croats) and other citizens with 8 view to guarantee

nstitusricy and realisation of all rights at the entire territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina

I without .any form of disérimination. A problem of ethnic exclusion-minorisation of
f 'l_c,i:g_r'tgin":;ethnic'grdu;ns or Bosniaks, Croats, Serbs or others in relation to numerical
- fepresentation in legisiative, executive and judicial authorities has pretty long been
5 "p(gﬁent;'aﬁer a tragic conflict In B-H. All mentioned has resulted in the Decision of the
| .Constitutional Gourt of B-H caoncerning compulsory amending of the Entity and

‘:Ipénitoha’alv_ Constitutions and their harmonisation with the Constitution of B-H.

he Pafrﬁg! Decision of the Constitutional Court of B-H on Constituency of Peoples
fficial Gazette of B-H, No, 23/00) provides interpretation of the Preamble of the

AR - i it

nstitution of B-H in which Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats have been specified as
onstituent peoples, Moreover, the Decision states that Articie 11/4 of the Constitution

Q-H;};phqhipité ,dig;riminatjonj on any grounds such as, inter alia, affiliation with
",é}ti’o_nal‘-i'nihoritj’y, presupposing.thereby the existence of groups specified as national

Pl .
inoritie

e

T

orities: 1t also states that the.text of the Constitution of B-H makes clear distinction
stween, constituent peoples jand national minorities, aimed at recognition of
ontinuity of  Bosnia-Herzegovina as democratic multiethnic state. Constitutional
mendments have made significant step towards both consolidation of political-legal
the State and formal lsgal guaranteeing of equality to members of all ethnic
d to al 1gitizeqs.'1;hi§i presents basis for elimination of discrimination, and

t

ol ‘ _ o
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- Ii';tlty éhd},‘;Canto;nal]cdns‘tltutizbné‘hé;ve been harmonised with brlnclmes of protection .
of human rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Bosnia-
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o Qllléstioﬂ 2: Can you assess contemporary manifestations of racism, racial
 discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance as well as initiatives in this
regard with a view to eliminating them in your country? .
i 1 : ]

i

i i

8 o N ‘ i
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~ 'As already mentioned, the Constitution of Bosnia-Herzegovina, as the highest legal
| document, directly prohibits discrimination by its provision; which reads: "The
feqjoqunt of the rights and freedoms provided for in this Article or in the international
.- agreements listed in Annex | to this Constitution shall be secured to all persons in
3 Bosn{arﬁfgmegovina without discrimination on any ground such as sex, race, colour,
‘ lal guage, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with

" | aationgl minority, property, birth or other status". ;

i . : . . ;1 ) |

| The European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
- Freedoms guarantees maintenance and realisation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and its Articte 14 reads: "The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set
forth in this Convention shall be sscured without discrimination on any ground such
g5 séx, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social

. | oligin, association with & national minority, property, birth or other status”. It has been

f iqchrporated into the Constitution of Bosnia-Herzegovina, securing thereby direct

. application of the subject Convention in legal system of Boshia-Herzegovina and in
_ this way it has been given priority over all other domestic law.

i ‘| wod I 1 . . )
! Enfity and Cantonal constitutions have been harmonised with principles of protection

. of hiiman rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Bosnia-
- Herzegovina. .

fi]‘,'qtfig,gcpn"stitu'tion; of Bosnia-Herzegovina has determined the position of constituent

peaples. (Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats) and other citizens with a view to guarantee
qonétituan(:y,ainq realisation of all rights at the entire territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina
without, any form, of discrimination. A problem of ethnic exclusion-minorisation of

rcertalql 'ithniq‘jg‘;o‘dps of Bosniaks, Croats, Serbs or others in relation to numerical
34 :lg{g,‘_;eige“ntqtiqn' in legislative, executive and judicial authorities has pretty long been
- present after a tragic conflict in B-H. All mentioned has resulted in the Decision of the

Constitutional Court of B-H! cancerning compulsory amending of the Entity and

Cantonal Cpnstitmi@ns and their harmonisation with the Constitution of B-H.

[P f : P , : : |

‘The! Partial Decision. of the Constitutional Court of B-H on Constituency of Peoples
(Official ‘Gazette of B-H, No. 23/00) provides interpretation of the Preamble of the
‘Constitution of B-H in which Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats have been specified as
nstituent peoples. Moreover, the Decision states that Article {1/4 of the Constitution
];;?];xzﬁfHIF?Tthbitsé discrimination,on any grounds such as, inter alia, affiliation with
o national minority, presupposing thereby the existence of groups specified as national
" ’minorities. It also states that the text of the Constitution of B-H makes clear distinction
tween' constituent peoples jand national minorities, aimed at recognition of
ntinuity. of Bosnia-Herzegovina .as democratic. multiethnic state. Constitutional
amendments have made significant step towards both consolidation of political-legal

I

L i s‘ystemf in the State and formal legal guarantesing of equality to members of all ethnic
. .groups and to all citizens. This presents basis for elimination of discrimination, and

i)

P. 3/1%
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dlscnmlnatory attltude towards mdnvnduals and minority groups due 1o ethnic, religious
| and poiltlcal identity.

‘ |

. v By “prewous solutions of the: Constatutlon of B-H members of national minorities,
h namely "Others" have not been formally legally prevented to run and to be appointed
h ,depuhes in the Parhamentary Assembly of B-H, either as individuals or on the lists of

¥ pélmcal paities.

i After” ‘many month . discussions, at the end March 2006, leaders of seven

‘i,;parhamentary parties, which together have majority in both Houses of the
X Parhamentary Assembly of B-H sugned the Agreement on Amendmg the Constitution
of BOSnia-Helzegovma This Agreement has put an end to many month talks of local
' P plqtical lfactors, with' mediation: of representatives, first of all of the American
0L emocrattc Institute, and subsequently of representatives of the European Union and
‘7t_e UsA ad‘mqnlstratlon ;

‘The; agnbed amendments to the Constltutlon proposed to the Parltamentary Assembly
f BiH 'should have increased ° efﬁclency in decision-making of the authorities of

Bosn'la-Hé'rzegovma Also, they should have eliminated in the text on human rights,

o to be built into the Constitution, provisions which in some interpretations could pose
SRR discnmmatlon of those who do not belong to constituent peoples .

i

The Agaeement on acceptlng of this and other amendments to the Constitution of
: BosnlauHevzegovma has been s1gned by seven parties. However, since two-third

| Assembly of B-H is needed for amending the Constitution, the proposed
endments to the Constxtutlon have not been adopted.

Ae per assessment of the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of B-H, agreed

. ‘.:‘ 0' i

f: solutlons concernmg members ,of national minorities will be contained in future

H

,\,y

sym bolei (ﬂag, coat of arms and anthem) since they do not represent constituency of
pepp es. at the entlre temtory of Bosnia-Herzegovina, provndmg in this way greater
ect for diversitues o i
M,‘,‘...-. : ,, :
Hj"’rzegovma has commltted itself to the principle of respect of human rights
ndamental freedoms (European Convention on Human Rights is an integral
Constntutlon of B- H and is applied directly in the legal system of Bosnia-
F ‘ _a‘) through strengthemng of democracy, multicultural dlalogue and respect
- of n cultural and l'ellgIOUS diversities, and suppression of all forms of

dllscnmmation and mtolerance agamst members of any part of the society.

Just to mentlon that a umque approach to the defence of human rights at the entire
a temtory of Bosnia- Herzegovina has not been achieved yet. In April 2006 the Law on
o the Amendments to the Law on the Human Rights Ombudsman of B-H was enacted,
g al‘ med ‘at’ the merglng of the Institution of the Ombudsman at the State level.
P ;rdlnfonunately, there was no 'merge by the set deadline (31 December 2006) since
. Republic. Srpska has not enacted the Law on the Cessation of the Validity of the Law

of{ he Human Rights Ombudsmen of RS, which it was bound to do. The mentioned

f majority of 42 deputies in the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary -

P. 4/15
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z*f draft ]Law was not accepted by the Committee for Petitions, Proposals and Social
Momtonng of the National Assembly of Republic Srpska. Hence the draft Law has
been wuthdrawn from the parllamentary procedure by the proposer ~ competent

h[

s The Federatxon of Bosnia~Herzegovma enacted on 1 August 2007 the Law on

Ih
s Cessation of Work of the Institution of the Ombudsman and the Transfer of

1’ Competenc:es to the lnstltutlon of the Ombudsman of B-H.

! i
F om the above-mentloned reaeon, functioning of a unique Institution of Human
Rights Ombudsman 'of B-H has not been secured, aithough it has been one of the

ndamental tasks | for the accessnon of Bosnia-Herzegovina to the Euro-Atlantic

5 lntegrat|ohs which has been determmed in the Dayton Peace Agreement (Article I,

ih'em 5 of the Constitution of Bospla-Herzegovma) Therefore, in December 2007 the

d Hoc'Commission was- established in accordance with Article 3 para 4 and Article
13 of the Law on the Human Rights Ombudsman of B-H (Official Gazette of B-H,
Nos. 19/02 and 32/06). The Ad Hoc Commission has taken a decision on announcing

' vacancies for the appomtment of the three Human Rights Ombudsmen.

We would also like to mention that Bosnia-Herzegovina, as a country of the so-called
2 contmental law tradition which rests on institutes of "Roman law" applles the equality

' of citizens before the law regardless their national, soclal or ethmc origin, religious or

‘ 'polmcal beliefs.

The cnmlnal legislation of Bosma-Herzegovina guarantees prohsbmon of

d;s'cnmmatlon of suspscted persons through the principle "nuflum crimen sine fege,
Uil poena sine lege

Qu estlon 3; Please ldentlfy concrete measures and mltlatives for combating

q’nd ehmlnating all mamfestatlons of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobhia

and:rela ated lntolerancel in order to foster the effective implementatlon of the

) better understand dlscnmlnatlon and intolerance in BH society we will use
the feld of educatlon empioyment and social welfare

, }

persons at the terntory of Bosma-Herzegovma enjoy human nghts and freedoms,
mcludlng the tight to, education through provision of equal access to education,
wuthout dlscnmmation through pnnc:ple of equality of educational papers, regardless
a part of ‘B-H they were acqulred and provision of undisturbed continuation of
educa’tlon under, appropnate programmes, ensuring possibility for teaching and
‘passmg of posssble addmonal subjects for other educationat programme

turnees frorn abroad are enabled to continue educatlon based on foreign
w:th pr|or rankmg/vahdatlon according to the regulatuons in force.,

No.7785—P. §/15——
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| All principles determined by the Framework Law and worked out in details at the
' lower levels are In the function of realisation and protection of rights on education of
. all chkldrefn,' inctuding children of refugees and retumees:

"‘ l"‘ [ ' S

| l|;s”§jiL:e_z,\::vr,e’xplicitly ‘prescribss that schools are obliged to.provide all possible
??jié?????e' pertaining to enrolment to school, attending classes and continuation of
further education, to provide conditions for realisation of this' right, particularly for
children refugees, displaced children and returtiees. ‘

e : S

' With Ea view of protecting national and cultural identity of childr;en; B-H citizens living
; abroad, support is provided for drganisation of supplementary classes ,the national
- group” o‘f'subjects. S f

el S i

Displaced - ‘children’ and - i
a

{
:

aced en’ and childrén living in the collective centres are rendered
l‘s‘isls!,t‘éa‘rilcw‘ef_;'bybl authorities depending on capabilities (textbooks free of cost, free
meal). Numerous NGOs are very active in this area. Revision of the textbooks has
en Sé';‘ll"f;éd out and inappropfiate contents have been removed from them.

L P g ’ i

|- T

| The: Gouncil of Ministers B-H has established the Commission for Elaboration of

A{aiiona_i. ‘Curriculum for. Supplementary Classes for Children Living Abroad.
" According to the latest information the Commission has completed its work on
‘ ql,a'.b?ratignv of the national curriculum. f

v

'\ subjects in the areas where the number of students is below the pedagogy

I standards; there is stil practice (which is not yet eliminated) that pupils are

i r';ansporft‘ed 1o the schools outside their area - with the aim to be in one-nation school,
“the ‘school. boards structure regulations have not been fully implemented yet; the

| collective and transit centres sl exist, and it is diffioult to include thelr school
. population  into regular educational process; procedures for recognition of foreign
school gilqcumengs; are still complex and without uniformity, .

R T R L O B o L A T T R I
y!npllqof §tlllj;5resent {dis_.crimination of pupils in practice’ (including children
3 ‘and returnees) is existence of the many so-calied “two schools under one

I

I

vel ithere \is neither framework law’ covering work and employment

portfbilo‘Mltnlstry;;The Ministry of Civil Affairs is responsible for
on of activities; for harmonisation of pfans of the Entity authorities and
intemmational strategy for the fleld of work and employment.

TrtY

an
i

AN S L B A A T R : . o
' BH:citizens face tﬁe problem 0(§ynemployment due to deyast%tqd economy, lack of
| job vacancies, hugé number;of high-qualified persons registered as unemployed at
‘tpé:empilgyment';burea‘us. P
;‘];‘:I‘? IR :

persons .regardless thelr pre-war place of residence. The Law defines that an

i) 1 qgmpibyed person realises his/her rights during unemployment with an employment
bureau according. to the place of residence; while an unemployed person who Ieft
u . , . ’ .
v P
| T 5
1' i »
" ! { i b
B
L
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The system has not been established yet for continuous studying of national group of

Procediires in realisation of émﬁ:lo‘yiment rights are the same for all the unemployed

|




’c of resrdence due to the war realises his/her rights durmg unemployment

bioyment bureau aocordmg to the tempaorary place of residence.

(

il i
A qc)rdingt to the Law on Medrat;on In Employment and Soclal Security of
Uhemployed Persons no person can be put into less favourable position on the

ground ofirace, colour sex, lanquage, belief, political or other opinion, national or
social ongm, property condltrons birth or other cwcumstance& membership or not

If{
|

be!onglng to the pohtncal party; to trade union, or physical and mental impairments,
Moreover, all workers in Bosma-Herzegovma have been equally remunerated for
| work of equal value, and there is no discrimination betwesn men and women,

‘\ Lt
v }.,
ol "

Drsplaced persons and refugees in Bosnia-Herzegovina are entitled to social
I protectlon under the same conditions as other citizens of B-H, Main obstacles in

z

. ;;a reahsatlon of the above-mentioned rights of displaced persons which are regulated
b}mlaw |n ‘the field of social protection are as follows: functional operations of the

system of soclal protectuon in' both Entities are not balanced; preference is given to
I certaln groups and special categories (for example: soldiers, disabled persons, and

i srmllar), [provndmg them privileged :status regarding the drsplaced persons; lack of
- :§; fi nancmg of the social proteotron which, together with insufficiently effective
ERRE ooordmatron means there s ng. harmonization between Entities on the issue of

oetegonles of benefcnanes as well as the scope and level of compensationg for the-

cung by Entities. S
X émple. with change of their residence l.e. return to the former place of

dené‘e the dlsplaced person ehould cancel his/her reglstratron in the current place

o of re dence ‘what causes Iosmg of social protection and register at the place of

Ll [

i retum In order to. have access to socra! protectlon at the place of return, the person
! must be reglstered at the ‘new”. address in the period from 6 to 12 months,
dependmg on the Entrty or Canton. ‘

v Dlsplaced persons and returnees are exposed to the specrf c circumstances, as

T follows ‘daily, weekly or monthly “seasonal working migrations”, change of

composrtion of household and Iarge number of so called women and old man’s
o‘u’seholds mstablllty of earmngs and weak accessibility to the mechanisms of the
protectlon in regards to the rest of population. ,

stﬁ" 6;] menﬁoned and other factors it is hrghly likely that dnsplaced persons and

eels \rv il} be m the state of socral need than the other popu!atlon

’u

3 |

e ontext of full sustamabrhty of return and remtegratron of retumnees, special
s ould be pald to: recopstruotron of social, health and cultural infrastructure

a8 rec”ns}r\qctlon of the mosques, churches and otherfrehgrous ObjeCtS what

iori )'lof the Mlmstry for Human nghts and Refugees.

1"? Bosma Herzegovma was conducted in Apnl 1991, in accordance
on Censqs of ﬁ’opu!atron, Households, Dwellings and Agricultural

1991 (Official :Gazette of SFRY, No. 3/90) and the Law on the

N il
n and Performance of tne Census of Populatlon, Households Dwellings

! l

S0 ons. nrthe need of socrai protectlon limited funds for socral protection or weak

No.7785—P. 7/15—,
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;:'a"(d Aghaicultural Holdlngs in 1991 and Resources for the Census Funding (Official
azette of SFRY, No 22/90) i
‘v‘ L H _i>l[‘ :
. ,Bgsma-Herzegovma has been famtllansed with the pnncupie ie. the UN
| ‘:reoommendation that censuses of population be conducted each 10 years in a year
dlng wrth Oort. However, the last census in Bosma-Herzegovma was conhducted
in|April 1991. - ,., S
. B il . il i " ““ )
beer h ew censusf'of population In Bosnia-Herzegavina since the last
15 to" ‘ate,‘hence there‘ are no new statistical data known
o
u‘est would youra Government assess the effectlveness of the
exmtmg Durban follow—up mechamsm and other relevant United Nations
rnechamsms dealing with the . issue of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobua and ralated mtolerance in order to enhance them?
1 Estabhshment of mternatlonal bodles for the protection of human rights, including the
s bodles of the Council of Europe (ECRI) and the OUN (CERD Committee) for

; J:.)

£

BN v combatmg racism, intolerance and prevention of all forms of discrimination, as well as

’a optlon of the Durban Declarationt and Programme of Action contribute in a high-

L IIquahty rnanner to. strengthening mechanisms for the protection of human rights

il

I ull\_l,qerslltues equahty before the Iaw, realisation of rights to equal access to courts, right
i the freedom of ! consclence “and religion,. right to educetton etc. Follow-up
i echamsms of the lnternatlonal bodies for the protection of human rights have
‘ ‘ntnbutedl in a hlgh-quallty manner to implementation of international agreements
) :s vchar’ters covenants) at the territory of States Parttes

; { )
i l

5: ‘Wha are the steps taken by your Government to ratify and/or
mplert ent“fthe lntematlonal Conventlon on the Ellmlnation of All Forms of
ﬂacial Duscrnminaﬂon and g:ve proper consideration of the recommendations
o of the Oommittee on the Ehm|n1at|on of Racial Dlscrlmmatlon?

b ""l{ ‘i Q"i‘ " i i' 1 ' : i

Re'spons’e"t‘o Questlon Sis contamed in the Response to éuestion 1, since the
lnternatnonal Covenant on Ellmmatlon of All Forms of Racial Dnscnmmatlon entered
- mto force and became: bmdmg in BH jurisdiction as of 1 July 1993. After that Bosnia-
f; Herzegovina submrtted its Inmal Report on mplementatron of the mentioned
Con\’/enqon to the .competent 'UN Committee in February, 2005. Underway is
preparatlon of the Second Periodic Report of B-H on implementation of the CERD.

i walt be snbmltted for con5|derat|on by competent UN bodies by July 2008.

i t!]rough 'aWareness ralsing of target groups aimed at strengthening tolerance, linking

P. 8/15
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Questron 6 Please |dentlfy and share good practices achieved in the fight
agemst racrsm, racral drscnmlnatron, xenophobia and related intolerance in
] your Fountry?

v F . P f
i t e ' . : |
| .

;rllustratlve example of "good practice” in B-H we mention strengthening
|e 'nce of BH society towards members of national minorities,. patticularly to Roma,
most numerous and the; most vulnerable minority at the territory of Bosnia-

Al b f i ’ l

Leqrdir;g 1o the 1991 censue there are 17 national mrnormes in Bosnia-
rzego’ma it rs vrsuble from thls review of 1991 census there are minorities which
y; be called "tradmonal" and ncondmonally said, "new" minorities which are the
. res ‘of; the drssogutron of thé e!x-common state (Montenegnns Macedonians and
‘;Sove;mens) Regardless therr origin, their numerousness (from 133 to 10, 048
sa liates) Artrcle 3 of the Law on the Protection on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
Gy Natropal Mmorrtres deﬁnes that a national minority, in the sense of this Law is "a part
' ofith populatlon-crtrzens of B-- lthat does not belong to oné of three constituent
les of B—H (Bo's'nraks Cro}az‘sf Serbs) and it consists of the people of the same

_rmlar ethn/c origin, same or simitar tradition, customs rel;gron, culture, and

‘rrr

enacted and entered into force in May 2003 ("Official Gazeite of B-H * No: 12/2003).

. atlonal{ Minorities was published in three officiel languages of B-H in "Official
Gaz_ette !of B-H", thus made available to all organs and institutions of authorities in B-
/a8, well to other entitles using publications of such kind and contents. Then it was
tr nslated mto English and Romani languages. We consider the first franslation of a
w m B H mto Romani 1anguage extremely important for emenc;pation of Roma
tional! mmorrty n B-H; we consider ita posutave example of recognitron of Roma. It
een pubhshed ina specral booklet in 1000 copies, also. 'distributed at various
es ‘”es Therefore any authorlty in B-H has neither justrf' ication nor alibi for

r
rble 1gnorance of the cont]ems of the Law. g

‘the Mmrstry for Human Rrghts and Refugees of B-H
e Council of Ministers of B-H for national minority
, namely Repl. bhc Srpska and the Federatlop of B-H started at the
d-20 $ on adoptlon cf th|e|r respective Laws on the Protection of Rights of
Person i Belonglng ‘to, Natlonal] Minorities. They were bound to do this activity in
P eccordance with the State-level Law on the Protection of Rrghts of Persons
P Belongmg to Natronal Mmontres‘ 'The National Assembly of Repubhc Srpska, as the
‘ hlghest executlve organ at’ the end December 2004 enacted the Law on the
P tectron of Rrghts of Persons Belongmg to National Minorities in RS ("Offlcra!
me‘ ette of RS" No. 2/2005).; - This Law concretised and worked out in detail certain
B “p owsrops from the, State—level Law, The Parliamentary Assembly of the Federation
1 oﬁ»B H; etill has not fi finalised this activity, although there have been intensive efforts
e owards this aim. Neither Canton has enacted fts law on national minorities as a
Iaw which at a certaun ‘extent makes difficult solving’ ‘of problems faced by

na ‘ttheurterrntones and under their competence.

N

[~ ]
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The Law on the Protectron of nghts of Persons Belonging to Natlonal Minorities was

Aﬁerr belng adopted the Law on the Protection of Rights of Persons Belongmg to -
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- Lew'« on the Amendments te the Law on the Protection of Rights of Persons
: elepgmg to Natlonal Mirorities was adopted in October 2005 ("Ofﬂcia{ Gazette of B-
: "i No:: 76/05) has foreseen e’stabhshment of this body more precnsely and in exact
qeadlme of 80 days from the date of adoption of this Law. Finally, the Decision on the
Esiabl:shment of. Council of ; Nat;onal Minorities of B-H within the Parliamentary
Assembly of B-H. was adopted and. publlshed in May 2006 (Offctal Gazette of B-H,
ijl 38/06),‘statmg that the mentloned advisory body is fo be constltuted as soon as
posetble The Council of Natlonal Mingrities of B-H with the Parhamentary Assembly
B—H {has been appomted by the Mouse of Representatwes Underway Is

nﬂrmatlo of the members of the Councll by the House of Peoples

t

e conSIder the establlshment of the Council will contribute to awareness rising on
i Sl nit" cance of establishment of a body for the prometion and protection of rights and
addresemg of open questions of all national minorities and Roma gven more, since
the most numerous and most vulnerable hational mlnonty at the territory of

l
P

; : , :
[ last two-three years in B hl there has been continued lnformmg of citizens on
be' lof natlonal mmontles !nformatlon on minority commumues problems, their

¢ "1 lture. ,cx’xétoms, partlculantles of individual minority communities, activities of NGOs

1.

f ‘Republtc Srpska has reguiar weekly broadcast dedicated to minorities,

[
!

HH-i&“'Ef , i
LR LRI :
Wise, lethm the general polloy enabled is more mtenswe Eceuperatlon of NGOs
and Iother mlnorsty essoouatlons W|th their kin states. Overseas communication Is
cemed out W|thout formahtnes or ‘other legal barriers too. In other words, all minority
commumtues except Romani one have established contacts and realise cooperation
‘contacte with their kin states without any conditions and barriers. Particularly
181V 'ooperetlon is that of NGOs of Slovenians, Czechs, Ukrainians, ltalians,
qganans‘ Macedonlans and others in the field of culture, educatlon mother tongue
mgI mformlng, etc Actlve nopgovernmental orgamsatlons have succeeded in
Wlﬂca"tylon of thecq needs and have developed various modalltnes of cooperation in
Illng tthe needs in the mentloned fields, through cooperat:on with Embassies of
f,kln tates. | . ; y,f : o f
us! assomatlons are; actnve, at the territory of B-H 'm the framework of
bvemmental secter They contr ibute to promotion and protectlon of human rights
Jomm 1tt“ee,. Ceptre»,for;Human Rights, Link Diversity, ete), as well as to
thnical and ;cul tural heritage ‘of the minority. communities ("Czech
‘ Czechs in Republic Srpska; ,"Teras Schevcenko" w

ns in Repubhka Srpska; "Lira" - Cultura! Association of Jews,

Q)=
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These ’tou'r'xd tabies, w1th pairtucnpatxon of representatives of minority communmes
NF}OS deahng w;th the protectlon of minority rights, representatwes of international

‘ Iy i
il 1t
|

i
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g im lnormes have' regularly been presented in public TV broadcasts. Radio-

H :‘a d Televnsnon Hof the Federation of B-H occas;onally prepare topic ‘

R VAR e—
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'O ganlsatlons and competent State Entlty, Cantonal and mumc;pat mmlstnes have
covered by the medla at' a high professional level, 'whxch has certainly

Sk
L) ¢ '?; lbuted to nmprovement of the climate of tolerance and understandung of the
y ;;p qit pn oflmlnorttles in Bosma Herzegovma

b N

!

1

X

f%ct tlfnat ‘propclusals for meptuoned changes of the Constztution of B-H relating to
psrpqn of mlqontles were accepted with the least diffi cultles, and accepted in

Jblic ,asj& aI necessary mlnlmom enabling political affirmation and adequate
ey <H ‘s ntation’ of mterests ot monty groups in Bosma-i-tet’zegovlna has to be
i nlei ;jeted in the hght ofa generali potlcy towards mlnontles ;

Although xt has been stated above that there has been mproixement of posmon of
natlonal mmontles as a whole posmon of Roma community is; it very difficult and
unsatlsfactonly General pollcy of authorities is support to all mmonty communities,
; partlcularly Roma However needs ‘of Roma in the field of Housing, employment,
‘ [ health care and social welfare*are huge and exceed capabilities of impoverished and
L conﬂlct—broken B- H Problem in these fields is poverty, not duscnmmatzon by majority

. groups o'r commumty as a whole

b
‘i‘- J | : R
Mol ernmg educatlon of membera of national minorities in B~H. it is important 1o

1 Go
] hasise as a measure of the authorities of B-H that they, adopted in February

i fil
uE 12@04 with mediation of the MISSton of the OSCE In B-H, the Action Plan for Fulfiling

Iucatlolna/ Needs of Roma and} Members of Other Natzona! Mmontles in B-H. It has

! ‘
9349' ;atlom vithe B-H Councul of Roma the Ministry, fqr Human Rights and
gees;: prepared the document entitled “The B-H Strategy for Solving Roma
¥ After months of dlSCUSS!OI‘I in Entity and Cantonal govemments, as well as
tatlons wuth Roma and’otner NGOs involved in mmonty (ssues, the Strategy
adopted by the B H: Councu of Ministers, whereupon it was published in the
@fﬂclal Gazette of B-H" No:! 67/05 of 27 September 2005, The adoption of this
do ent !mplles the |mplementat|on of 15 separate programs gn various areas of life

q.t |s ex epted to shb]stantlatly lmpr'ove the overall condition of the Roma population

m B-t—l (un terms of educatlon’ emploWent housing, social secunty and health care,
creatlon of census data on Roma populatwn etc). The Strategy is the first serious
) 1 a_nd J‘."Ot‘ll'lprehensweIdocument in the State of B-H and its Entmes in which Roma
5 lssues are addressed ‘and which. proposes solutions for their articulation and solution.
o ;,;he’ scope and nature of actlwues defined therein cannot be found in the Draft Work
n .of. .the Board of Roma from 2002 or in the Platform for Roma in B-H drawn up by
Roma Councnl as ‘an umbrella orgamsatuon of nongovemmental Roma

Twns in B H h

unde rway and yleldsiresults ‘l

Jl
an

Councll of Roma wnthm the B H Council of Mmlsters paséed on 27 September
T 05 the, Conclusxon that the Strategy be published in the form ‘'of booklet in the three
: 6fﬁ fal languages of B H. (Serblan Bosnian and Croatian) and to be translated and

”;'u‘bt,‘éhﬁ i’ nghsh!and Romani Ianguages

No.7785—-P.

i b tteen verified by 31gnatures of portfolto Ministers of Education. lts implementation is
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‘ 'i' 27 28\June 2006 the B H | Council of Roma orgamzed[ in Banja Luka the
A emb!y ‘of Roma Nongovemmental Organisations and Associations " Participants ;
in the?f\esembly were representat ves from Romani NGOs and assocratuons from the ;
-Bosma-Herzegovlna. and | ta new membership of the *Roma Council was 5
elected. Members of the Councn| are local nongovernmental Roma organizations, f
1whuoh took ' part 'in’ the Inaugural Assembly and others who - ‘have signed the |
declaratron and who respect and: protect the interests of the Roma Council in B-H. '
i Decnslons on the appointment of new members are made by the Council’s bodies: |
the Assembly and the Management Board. The Management Board has 9 members. ,
The appornted members of the Council are required to protect the interest of the =

, Rorlnam population, ‘and to represent and defend the interests of the Council

. orgamzatrons members unless they are contrary to the BrH constitution and

it . §

el appli(:able laws.

' The mptementatron of the “Actron Plan on Educational Needs of Roma and Other
I Natronal Minorities in B-H", which was adopted In February 2004, is being actively

R pursued 'In the school year of 2005/2008, most of the Romani students as well as
L those from other national mmorrtres have enrolled educational programs on all levels
o of, schoolls and universities (often under the principle of “positive discrimination”).
i Within the oapacltles of the' relevant municipalities, Cantons, and Entities, the
udents were proyrded wrth textbooks school gear and frnancral support for

i f}major. conferences meetings, and educatronal projects dealing
of natlonal mmormes |n partrcular Roma: ;
.Semlnar‘ on the lmplementation of the Framework EConventron for the -
Protectron of Natronal Mrnorities, organised by the Mmlstry for Human Rights ;
" and Refugees and supported by the Council of Europe (Sargjevo, 5-6
Deoember 2005) I r
.l ! ! s 1- ! ' ‘

' Conference on the lmplementetxon of the Action Plan on Educational Needs of
' Roma and Other National Minorities, organised by the Ministry for Human
‘Rights and Refugees of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Advisory Board of Roma
W|thm the B-H Councit of Ministers, and financially supported by the OSCE
‘ Mussron in B H; (Vogosca 5 Juty 2005)

Ehar on meetlng the educatronal needs of Roma, organrsed by the Ministiry

"S_em
of,,Educatlon and Culture of Republrc Srpska; (Ban;a Luka 22 November

t‘.“e“H n‘ the preparation of Actlon Plans for the 1mp|ementat|on of the
‘ tegy for. Solvmgn Roma Issues’, organized by the B-H Ministry for
':Raghts and Refugees, UNHCR B-H and the; Council of Europe -

1‘ J; (Mostar 19-20 June 2006)

l
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B H Councn of Roma maugurated and organised the Assembly of Roma
Nongovernmental Orgamsatlons and Associations.” in Banja Luka, 27-28 June
1 2006 : 3‘ RN o 5

Trammg in monltonng and ,evaluatlon techniques orgamsed within the project
qual Rights and Treatment of Roma in South-Eastern Europe” in
the Counon of Europe (Sarsjevo, 4-6 December 2006)

1l ”

“Enough!” in autumn

Practtce

}

and n'1any others

e : ,
Ad'dption of the Law on the Proteotlon of Rights of Persons Belongmg fo National

{

o Mmont:es .B-H has formally expanded the possibility for realisation of rights of

netlonal minorities, particutarly after adaption of adequate implementing legislation
and - access;on to basic international documents pertaining to the protection of

‘;:wdatgonal minorities. ‘The Framework Convention for the Protection of National

Mlnormes, the European Conventuon ont Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

R b and the European Charter on Regmnal or Minority Languages (under ratification) are

of partlm%nar Importance in ‘this regard

y‘ et to mentlon there is the Gender Equalrty Agency of B-H and Gender Centres in

N

th_‘j;BH Entmes wrllich oontnbutes to strengthening promotion ¢ of human rights in the
ﬁ_Tl'd' - ender‘equall i b
Sy

: t‘he Ro

a; Commlttee ith the Council of Ministers of B-H, as an advisory

y

‘omp' sed both of represen(tahves of authorities and representatives of Romani
OClatIOtiS (as a‘ part of NGO sector) which' contributes to implementation of the

rovisiol ‘f,th_e Framework Conventlon for the Protection of National Minorities, and
which P otes mter ts.of Roma 'national minority as one of 17 national minorities

o ; at ithe’ temtory of Bosma—Herz'egovma (rights of national r‘mnontles have been
I

Ip;rqtected by the Law on the R|ghts of Persons Belonging to Nat[onai Minorities).
‘ ln ;cooperation wuh nongovernmental sector and with support of development
) e‘gencnes Sida (Swedish Implementation Development Cooperation Agency) and
I Wﬁ)l;ld \/lsuon the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of B-H, after the Actian
‘Planl_f'o‘r‘ the Educational Needs ‘of Roma, started activities on ‘preparation of Action

‘é or iiHousing, 'Health Care and Employment of Roma. ‘The final versions of
Plans have been submntted for opinion by Cantonal and Entxty Governments,

hich they wnll be submntted for adoption by the Council of Ministers.

re mind there is the Councll for Children B-H as an adwsory-coordmatmg

J‘j' S 1_
o] ody Numerous nongovernmental organisations dealing wrth the protection of the

ights’ 'o'futhe child' have been included into the work of the' Councll. It has been
‘ Mmlstry for Hujman Rights and Refugees B-H, so to enable to work

12
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protechon of the rights of the child stipulated by the UN Convention on the
o_f&he Chl]d P .

f‘:"~
&

== g

ail

We rf'fen'tuon that the Mimstry for Human Rights and Refugees of B-H, In cooperation
wi hr the! UN!CEF is prepanng 'reports on the Optional Protocols to the International
nventlcm on the Protact;on of the R:ghts of the Child, namely

I8 l |\“v
i »xh‘

, Chlldren in Armed Conﬂlcts and

| i; Sale of Chlldren Chlld Plrost:tuhon and Child Pornography

',"1:;:‘ " , i [ | i

C Ml ﬂeover,l e‘;lnform you that Bosma-Herzegovma has commtI?nced preparation of

' the Report, on'the Ilnternai;onal Sonvention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and
'm‘bers of Therr Famllles Its presentation before the compe’tent UN Commlttee is

pected by the'end of 2007. 1| |
! : RIS x‘;:._ -I-_ I o t
+ B , H! :'riegovin‘ia has been 'dei'hcated to compat against traff|ckmg in persons and
! elimination of all forms of traffi ckmg i women and children. For, that purpose the BH

R

?-;:- i ‘a‘dthorltles have estabhshed thle @Dfﬁce of the State Coordmator for the Prevention of
LT raﬂ?ckmg in Persons and lllegal Immlgratlon The BH authorities have implemented

thé pro;ect so-called the "Safs' House", through which adequate assistance is
provlded to victims of violence and VlCtlmS of trafficking in persons as a form of

cﬁ‘?tlelmporary slavery _ t;, i :

3 Bosma-Herzegovma has commntted itself to the principle of respect of right to the
Tr dom!of r’ehglon and free expression of beliefs (European Convenhon on Human
ig s'|s*an mtegral part of the Constitutxon of B-H).

IL\'d er th'e Conshtutlon of B-H Bosnna-Herzegovma is homeland of three constituent
goples I(Bosmaks. Serbs. and Croats) and 17 national mmormes (under the Law on

{

a‘ Protection of Righta ‘of Persons Belonglng to National Mmori‘ues) This fact points

to wide vanety of cu!tu‘ral hentagé as natlonal treasure of B-H. | |

d ‘Herzegovma there are four monothelshc reI|g|ons Besides Jerusalem,
pnal of B-H is the only exarple in the world in which in a range of
s here are the Catholic Cathedral, the Orthodox Church the Gazi
q‘ue and the Synagogue 1
Orta ,to’I mentlon here is the Inter-Religious Caunc:/ of B-H, which
es wnh, lts work both“ to fruth and reconciliation and_linking diversities
~ towards: joint eXIstenqe wuthlmhtual respect and cooperation. The Inter- ~Religious
- Gounc of B-H is composed of; the Islamic Communlty in B- ,—l ‘the Serb Orthodox
. Church, the Cathollc Church and the Jewish Community in B-H.
it IS mtqrgs)t'ng to mpntxon that the Inter-Religious Council of B-H printed in 1999 the
’ "’Glossary 'of Rehgrous Terms" towards contribution to better understanding of co-

|stance at the temtory of Bosma—Herzegovma

i 1

i

,‘ar-Rellglous Counc:l of B-H has condemned all actsiof violence against a
? oel‘ng, §mce v1o!at|on of human rights is violation of God s laws too0.

Dt i G
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i elarl er mclusuon mto European integratlve processes.
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ia Herzegovlna the freedor’n has been guaranteed té all religious and church
,'1;0 carry 'olut their mission undisturbed at the entire térritory of B-H. Each
enabled to realise the rig ;to religious teaching, on his/her own choice. Acts
,based on ethnic or relilglc?us dlversmes have been condemned

! I a‘ il . '

With a 'vaew‘ of real:satuon of rléhts to the freedom of consFuence and religion,
guarapteed by the Constitution ‘of B-H and the highest international standards,
'Bo snia-Herzegovma adopted in March 2004 in the parliamentary procedure the Law
} on, Freed m pf Religion and Legal Status of Churches and Religious Communities in
i' B n(a-Herzegovma aimed at contribution to promotion of mutual understanding
V8 ultaneously respectmg onas’ own heritages and traditional values of tolerance
oex stence present in the. many-century character of Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Q‘

'ignmg of the Dayton Peace Agreement brought peace to Bosnia-Herzegovina,
1 a ar |dm s'Célrted w1th its recovery, strengthemng tolerance and respect of diversities

! through development of moderq demogratic state which shows aspiration for as

15/1%




