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What' s the Problem?







KATRINA SANDY



CONFROMTING CLIMATE ¢ GEIN THE U.5. NORTHERST - NEW

NYC: Today's 100-Year Flood Could Occur Every 10 Years under the Higher-Emissions Scenarlo
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1. Enhance livability: Offer the widest
possible individual choices for living
healthier, more satisfying lives.

America abounds in drivable environments
that offer limited choices for living, working,
shopping, and entertainment. That model
might have worked universally in 1960,
when mass-market culture ensured that
everyone could find satisfaction by choosing
from a few defined options. But that doesn’t
work today. We live in a far more diverse
socliety and have the capacity to connect
with people of similar tastes and interests to
create smaller but viable . Today, livability
benefits strongly walkable environments
that offer ready access to a broad range of
life choices, and urban designers should
make creating such environments their top

priority.



2. Create community: Invite people from
all walks of life to engage each other.

For generations, most Americans of all races
and incomes found ready community in the
churches, schools, parks, and even
workplaces they shared. Ironically,
segregation, suburbanization, and

single-use zoning reinforced the
homogeneity that nurtured this sense of
community. As America increasingly
becomes a “nation of niches,” people
increasingly seek the experience of
community that American life no longer
provides as a matter of course. The work of
urban design 1s to nurture that sense of
community.




3. Expand opportunity: Make cities and
regions more economically competitive.

As knowledge industries grow more
important to the U.S. economy, thriving
cities become essential to regions hoping to
lure better jobs and the investment the
companies hiring for those jobs bring with
them. Cities can provide the dense, walkable
environments that attract talent, promote
culture, and nurture innovation. The trillions
of public dollars invested in regional
highways and sprawl since 1950 have
undermined cities’ ability to do these things,
in the process leaving them ill-prepared to
compete in a global knowledge economy.
Urban designers must equip cities to
compete by creating livable, community rich
urban centers.




4. Promote equality: Advance equitable
access to livability, community, and
opportunity.

A growing “opportunity gap’ has raised
income disparities to record levels and
pushed millions of poor Americans out of
center cities and further from access to
transit, jobs, healthcare, and education—
the very resources they need to succeed.
Displacement deepens the misery, longevity,
and social costs of poverty—which research
shows degrades quality of life across all
income and social levels. Urban design plays
a central role in creating environments that
help make society more equitable.



5. Foster sustainability: Pursue a full
agenda of environmental responsibility and
resilience.

A growing awareness of the costs of sprawl
andthe rapid acceleration of climate change
have set the stage for a new era of regional
cooperation. Governments will spend tens of
trillions of dollars to improve environmental
performance, reverse sprawl, and achieve
resilience. Urban designers have a
responsibility to ensure that investments in
resilience translate into improved livability,
community, opportunity, and equity.
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ENNEAD STRATEGIES
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