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| Mr President, |
E)ecellencies, ‘
.Disﬁngz_tisherl participants,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is rny great pleosure and honour to address yon at t'his ai“t'ernoo'n. se.sslion
and to share' views on the importance of the educatlon in’ order to . develop an
| , 1nclus1ve and socially responSIble society. Society, where people of dlfferent ages, sex,
V'mterests, life experlence, cultural and intellectual background live, learn, enjoy and
work side by side and can reahse their full potential over their hfetlme

“I strongly beheve Ithat'the exchange of ideas,.experiences and SOlutions on
'ralsmg efficiency for lmplementlng the 1nternatlonally agreed goals in educatlon will
help us to-develop a common platform for the future. I would like also to stress, that

: Latvm aligns with the statement of the European Union.



M r Presitlent,

The "political, economic andlgbsocial world has changed over years and
innov’ation has become the predominant engine for all "s'pheres of life. Therefore,
tradltional problem-solving and decision-lnaking methods no longer work as
expected. We cannot tackle all the clnllenges alone or from .a perspectlve of one
limited ﬁeld only. Educatlon helps us to rise above the “glass ceiling” in order to
‘ unlock every 1nd1v1dual’ potentlal and find . solutlons lookmg from a different
perspectlve It is also .crucial that we are fully aware of l‘lSkS, for example, that
technological innovation _could lead to widening the gap between ,those who can '
initiate and enjoy these developments, and,those who lag behind.

"Millennium Development Goals, as well as the seven years of the Decade for
Education for Sustainable Development have‘ provided us vsith a frameworh that can
be used to secure that e'ver'yone has a chance t’o benefit from.education, to. be‘t'reated
equally, inclusively, to be respected and to be given a ch01ce

A strong connectlon must be sustained not only with the . Mlllennlum
Development Goals, but also W1th other global initiatives which are already in place -
in particular, the Global Action Plan “Educat’ion for All” and UN International
Literacy Deeade. Each one of these initiatives has their own nole to play, outlining the
' content and the purpose of the education for the 21St century. In this context
UNESCO plays a partlcularly 1mportant role in a continuous dialogue w1th the
Member States, sustalmng their commltment maxnnlzmg resources and moblhsmg

°

their respon;ses to various challenges.

¢

In Latvia the awareness of and advocacy for ‘the implementation of

in‘ternationally agreed goals has been developed already since the second half of
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1990s. In the Baltic Sea Region strong influence has come from the Agenda 21 for the
Baltic Sea Region. |
. To reach the gbalé of the global action plan Education for All aﬁnd to

implement the UN Decade for Education for Sustéinable Development, the Ministry
©of Educatidﬁ and Science of Latvia ‘and the Latvian National Commission }for

UNESCO have concluded an agreement to continue to adjust the Latvian education

system corresponding to the 4diverse needs of the learners.

, The education requires all three colnc-epts of learning — life-long, life-wide and
life-deep learning. The approved Guideliﬁes for Lifelong Learning Policy of Latvia
include three pri(;rities for lifelong learning at all stages: provide availability of
lifel;)ng'leafning, fo_ ensure high quaﬁty education offer accordin‘g to the needs of
target groups an,& to improve resource administration. | |

Ih-tll'is context I would‘ lﬂ:;é to emphaéise Latvia’s strong a‘w'areness' on
teach'elfs’ réle in the education process. Latvia continues to invest i-n‘cont‘i‘mvling
training‘ ‘of teachgrs‘ "in orAder: to - keep them ui) | to dafe Wifh tecimological’
ad&ancements and innovation thus promoting'théir pel;sonal potential in f?:lVOlll' of

- léarning sqciety. |

‘There are also sevérai issues that we in Latvia keep high on égenda to prevent
exclusion and to foster more inclusive education and society:

First, we recognize diverse causes for being at risk of e-xc'lusion — these may bé
social, suéh as different income levels, cultural - s(uch. as background and tradiﬁons, :
linguistic, medic;cll, psych’ololgical, economic and even sdmetimes very personal.
Second, we must improve our undelistanding of the target groups for iﬁglusion and
providing the necessary assistance for them. | |

| One of‘ the success stories of Latvia has been the implementation of’ the

-bilingual education system that enables the minoritjr children .and adults to fully
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participate in the life of 'society while en”suring the sustaiﬁaﬁility of their ethnic
identities.

It is important to contim_lous!y’ keep in mind that learning starts before and
continues after formai school age. In this context we need to address the necds of
adults, as wéll as td pro?i_de early childhood'educaﬁon. At the same time'b.esides the
fox;mal education schools should open their doors to non-formﬁl educhtion proViding
.acceés for self-realizétion and value education. -

1 .w()uld like to emphasize extracuri'icqlar edupafion in Latvia as part of life
long learning that secures development of skilis an;i talents, as well as promotes
inclusion and participa_tion. In'this;way schools can .contribute zi_s placés of learning,
self-realisation and participatiop‘, as well as places where new learning approaches
are being sucéeésfﬁlly developed. X
| Latvia with its geographic.and social situation has ‘pr(-)ved itself as a good
example on how the educatidn system can respond to the different and éhanging
needs of the society and can serve as a 'good example to other‘countries and regions. .
At the same time, Latvia is ready to ‘coop‘erate with aild learn from othgr countrigs,
facing the glébal challénges' stch as‘migllation of students and workforce.

Mr. President,

in a situation where everyone is being confronted by @ew challenges I think
we realize that in Qrder to address.th'e"probl_ems of sustainability we not only need
economic solutions, but we must work together pursuing common values of the 2‘1“1
ceﬁtury, which will undei‘line and set trends for the sustainable and peaceful present,

<

_and therefore future.
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Latvia highlights the role that the UN and especially IUNESC.O as UN
specialised agehcy in educatioh must play so to keep education high on the
development agenda. both in the developing :is well as developed world. This is the
way how to continue to prorhot'e balance, changing focus from economical issues to
the development of human potentiai by being true owners of the platform of the
en‘ormous “smart povi'er”, taking full responsibility and mandate to stréngthen the
coordinatioil and implementation of existing policies, programmes and mechanisms
. for Education for All and other internationally a'gréed goals. -

I thank you véry much for your kind attention!






