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My delegation is pleased to porﬁcipate'ih this year's Annual Ministerial Review’"of '
" the Economic and Social Council. | extend congrofrulc:ﬁons to yoUond to the
members of the Bureau dnd assure you of my delegcn‘idn’s full support and
coopero’non during this 2011 Substantive Session of the Council. The Bahdmas
aligns l’rself with the s’rcn‘emen’r mode by the dls’rmgwshed represen’ra’nve of

Argentina on behalf of the-Group of 77 and China.
Mr. President,

The Council's decision to focus. this year's Annual -Minjsféricl Review on
educdﬁoh is'dpploud’ed AS ‘noted in the report of the Secretary- -General

| (document E/ZO] 1/8) and rel’rerd’red by mony spectkers before me, educcn‘lon |
has a posn‘lve impact on pover’ry reduction and overaill humom developmem‘
ond ploys a cen’frol role in the c:ch|evemen’r of the Millennium Developmen’r
Goals (MDGs) and m the promotion of human rights.  The rlgh‘r fo educo’non
must be fully realized if we are fo prepare and better equip su_,cc‘essi\_/e
géneroﬂons to realize their full potential in pr.der' to make a. significant

confribution to society and to ’rhe'globcal economy.

I ‘roke ’rhls oppor’rum‘ry To rec}fﬂrm my Government's- unwovermg commn‘memL to
the MDGs in regurds to educohon Like mcmy of our sister CARICOM Member
~ States, The Bahamas has surpassed the goals of umversol prlmory education omd
gender parity in both primary and secondary enrollmenT With a h’rerocy rate of
'over 95 per cen’r, the Government of The Bchdmas has G|WOYS ocCorde,d the
highest priority to education and is committed fo providing quality, compulsory
edUcd’rion«freé of Chdrgé to its populace befwee‘n the ages of 5 to 16 years.

This- commitment is reflected in the current allocation for the fiscal year



2011/2012 to the Ministry of Education a significant increase oVer Thé 2'01 0/2011
budget year allocation. As a matter.of fact, educé;ri.on accounts fpr one of the
argest shares of ‘the Govemment's budget. ' Cognizant of the value of -

" education and the importance of its integration into nationial s’rrofegies,i The
" Bahamas Goyérﬁmenf has increased steadily and consistently its investment in

education over the years.

- M, President,
| We have heard the last two days that The building of por’mérships'is crucial in
| helping counfri_es achieve. educational objectives.  The Bahamas Ministry of
Education, in parfnerghip with the. Inter-American Development Bank (IDB}, re-
launched in August 20 10 an. innovaﬁve educational initiative colled"lNSPIRE’ -
Investing in STuden’rs ond Programme for the lnnovcmve Reform of Education.
The programme, which is aligned with the Government's 10 Yeor Education
Plan, seeké to Tr‘cthsforfn the educational system. of The Bahamas wh‘h the long- '
ferm gool of enhancing skilled human resource copacfry to meet the demands |
of the economy. If takes info account, @ No’rlonol Frc:mework for Technical and
| ‘VocoTiohal}Troinlng, Early Education and Inclusive Education Programmes; and
SecTof ManqgeménT with a focus on e-Education, Educational Management

information Systems and ICT.
Mr. P"residenf,

Preparmg our children omd young people for the future is crucial fo their success
and the overal development of sociefies. One of the recommendations of the
Secretary-General in his aforementioned repor’r refers to the need for a brooder.
vision of education” beyond that of basic prlmcry education and the

: lmpor’ronce of vocc’noncl ’rrclnmg inifiatives. | am pleased to report ’rho‘r my




AGovemmen’r hos .ihs’rirured plcms' to establish a Career Academy to s’rrengrhen'
the Career and Technical Education sector in Senior Secondary Education (SSE)
in order to improve lobour morkor opporruni‘ries for high school graduates ohd :
to ensure sufficient skilled _Iobour for The Bahamas ongoing economic and
~industrial development. It is desighed to improve graduation rates; to decrease -
drop-out rates; to increase industry-based ’rroining; ondb’ro éxpohd employment
capacity. Plans are olso underway to effect curriculum reform to improve the
quality of educo’rron and to expond training oppor’runl’rres for teachers, including
a, significant crlloco’rron for Teacher Education Cranfs. The Fu’rure Teachers of
The Bahamas Progromme (FTB), which was es’roblrshed in 1995, is yieldihg
posirive resul’rs Correnﬂy 201 teacher” code’rs are porrrcrpo’rmg in the

programme (23 per cent moles and 77 per. cent females).

However, Mr. President, despi‘re these positive initiatives, we confinue to face a
number of challenges. The- incredse in-school violence, truancy and drop-out
rates remain o concemn for my Govemmen’r In 2008, the Government, in .

oolloboro’rron wn‘h the Orgonrzo’non ‘of Amerrcon States ‘and UNESCO,

conducted a Regronol Workshop on School Vrolence Reduction aimed o’r:

~ addressing violence by and against school- oge youth.. In-terms of truancy, the
Ministry of Education has sﬂ‘reng‘rhened its School Attendance Unit ’rhrough the
implementation of ‘Street Patrols’ ’ro investigate children seen out of school.
Throu.gh this initiafive, over 95 per cent of the students investigated ore,re’ru_med :
tfo school. Male s’ruden’rs- at risk are offered positive alternatives through
;men‘rorrng conﬂrcr resolution and behovror modrfrco’rron progrommes My

Govemmem‘ is commr’r’red to oddressrng these chollenges



Mr. President

~

While, it is commendable to undertake lnl‘nu’nves in the area of education, We
must be forever mindful of the importance o ensure balonce equity and non-'
discrimination”in the purs.un’r of our goals. We need 1o change cultural and

affitudinal biases which perpetuate gender sfereotype in our eoiucoﬂondl

- system. Traditional roles must be expanded and more gender—sensmve s’rro’regnes -

and pollcnes must be lmplemen’red if we are To |mprove oppor’runmes for women

g Qnd glrls

In closing | rei’rerdTe the four “As" highlighted in the ECOSbC Spécictl Event on
_“chr’mermg with the phllon’rhroplc communl’ry to promo’re educo’rlon held in
. February last WhICh cclled for education to be Avalloble Affordable, Accessnble
and Accepfoble Let s sfrengfhen our resolve to moke educc’non for all o
‘r\eqh’ry. 'In -the word of Robln Cook "Education is more than a quury, lf is a

responSIbrhfy that society owes n‘self.

‘Thank you.



