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Co-Chairs,
Distinguished Delegates,’

| 1 It is a great privilege for me to join yzau in this panel discussion
| n “The role of the United Nétiohs and the intérna’cionél.
- communlty in suppor’c:ng the capacnty of the Government of :
-South Sudan to manage the transition from relief to sustamable"

development.” This dlscusmon ts.tlmely.

2. The'i.ndepend'ehce of South Sudan preseht's new. challenges and
opportunities. 1 believe ’ché challenge of Iifﬁng the country
from relief to achieving sustainable Vdevelopr‘ne.n’c will require
the a_ct'i\'lfe support of the internationalr c‘ommunityrand _the. |
United Nations -sys’cém particularly the specializ.ecl agencies
such és the FAO, WHO, UNDP, the United Nations Economic
CommiSsibn for'Africa (UNECA) Habitat and UNEP, ther
World Bank, the United Natlons Developmen’r Asswtance

. Framework, a_mong others. United Nations partnerships wfch |

._ot'her in’cerna’tiohal. énd, national actors including. regional
| organizationﬁ (AU and IG}AD)I, donors and financial 'insti’cutibns |

are also critical to the transition process.




Considering that many development initiatives will begin from

scratch, the key task will be developing the human resource
base of the country. What will be required is needs
assessmen’f, 'strategic planning, resource mobilization and

implementation in support of national plans.

Co-Chairs,
~ Distinguished Delegates,

3. The education system will have to be virtually. built up and
will require considerable investment. Another challehge will
be building the health system to deal with the situation where
thousands of Southerners lose their lfvés due to preventable
diseases every year. The physical infrastructure especially roads
will have to be constructed to cover the vast country. Taking
into account the fact that eight i-n ten Southern Sudanese
depend on subsistence farming, equipping them with skills for
‘farming will be crucial. This would be an important way to
enhance their ability to not only feed themselves .bl‘.lt also

boost eérnin’gs from agriculture.

4. Thankfully, despite the enormous challenges, South Sudan has
abundant natural resources including vast mineral deposits and
great potential for growth in the agricultural sector.. In my
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| vi-ew, this is the Icountry’s‘. source of stfeng-t_h, vlvhic'h. rtw_s"r be
fully exploited. . o - |

5. 1 am confident the Goversnment of South Sudan is aware of the -
onerous task still facing the country. The transformation .
process Cannot' be completed in the short term. Consequently,
further construction will demand great effort. | hope the same

| courage'and stfength of purpﬁose with which-the “Cuovern.ment
ofSouth Sudah uh’dertoo‘k'the.reco_ﬁciliation process leading to
in'dep'éndence will help it accomplish all the work t'ha"c'still has

- to be'done.

6. You will recall the remarks of the UN Secretary-General, Mr.
| Ban Ki-Moon at the independence ceremony of South Sudan
on 9* July when he stated, “Alone, South Sudan cannot meet
the challengés it '_z"aces‘notf real_t'ze"its potential. Doing so will
_require paftnership, a full and on-going engagement with the

, intemaﬁohal corﬁmunity_ and, most especially, its own

- neighbours.”




Cd-Chairs,
Distinguished Delegates,

7.1 estimate, that the amount of resources and investment
required to establish the structural elements and the
institutional framework necessary for the functioning of an

effective nation state would be in excess of US$20 billion.

8. I believe the international commuhity and the United Nations
has an important role in supporting the capacity to further the
transformation of South Sudan. It is best placed to rally

'sUppdrt in terms of resources, capacity building and other
technical assistance. Nevertheless, we should not lose sight of
the fact that the international community and the United
Nations are not new in Southern Sudan. Their humanitarian
work is longstanding. However, in view of the transition
situation, it is neces'sary to review the context within which
certain work has been carried out in the past in light of the

change in focus to sustainable development.



9. As you are all a.Ware_, South Sudan is emerging from a situation.
that ‘has been .characterized for rmuch of her -hijstory‘-' by
confllct and ﬂnally reconallatlon Therefore efforts aimed at

| assisting the Government of South Sudan to manage the

*transition must take mto account the polltlcal complexntles

. mcludmg development activities, bmldlng state lnstltutlons and'.

sustaining peace.

10. ' lt is import_ant that our efforts focus on the. needs of the
Go\/e-rnment o'f|‘50uth. Sudan as our'lgoal in the transition
pro¢ess. In s'hort; the international communlty and the United
‘Nation‘s-- _must' 'be partners in the reconstruction and

- development of South Suda'n.' | Ultimately, the Government
will identify the critical areas of suppc)rt‘required. 1 .am
con\)i.nced right now is the time to launch 'capac‘i‘ty.initiatives
that can '_help .enhance,effort's on‘ the groun‘d.‘ We should

| maintain the momentum.' So'many 'ha\)e' placed their hopes
on South Sudan. | hope'this will serve as an e'xtrastimulus for_' |

“all of us to cont:nue to play a role in the transxtlon of South L
Sudan |




Co-Chairs,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

11.There are several programmes that have been initiated in a
number of sectors, which require strengthening. For instance,
UNDP in concert with Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) is providing support to the South Sudan
civil service by ava{iling 200 civil servants from the Inter-

- Governmental Authority and Development ’(IGAD) Member
States to be deployed across national ministries, commissions
- and state level authorities. 1 believe this will greatly enhance

direct trénsfer of skills. |

12. In my capacify as Minister for Public Service in Kenya, |
am overseeing a number of programmes aimed at enhancing
the cepacity of the Government of South Sudan in the-public

. sect'or. This relationship was established under the framework
of a Technical, Economic and Cultural Cooperation Agreement
in 2006. This is a testimony of Kenya's commitment to
supporting the capacity of the Government of South Sudan,

- wherever possible in the process of transition.



‘Co-Ch'ai,rs; |
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

13, Fina'll_y, it is my conviction that if the international
community and the UN coordinate their efforts in sufﬁpor’ring
the Capaci‘ty of the Government of South Sudan to manage the
transition we"w.ill be able to attain our collective objective. |

© must stréﬁs that although ‘theré is_gl'ob_'al aus’cerity,_this' 'sh"ould :
| hot detract us from our commitment to éxpeditiously‘assist ’ché

- people of the South Sudan. They expect this from us.:

‘Thank you.




