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the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and
the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)

I ntroduction

The devastation caused by deadly and violent Typhtaiyan in the Philippines on 8 November calls for
an urgent response by the international commurity.the United Nations and the international
community rushes to provide assistance to tentiaisands of people in affected areas, the Economic
and Social Council is convening a Special Meetind.6 December to bring this issue to the atterion
the Council and to enhance coordination in respomkdivery, rehabilitation, reconstruction and
development efforts in the aftermath of Typhoonydaiin the Philippines. The Council will review how
the UN system is being mobilized, assess the peepass for this disaster at the national and global
levels, and determine what further actions are e#@¢d meet the immediate needs in an effective and
efficient manner, and to ensure a smooth transitiom managing the consequences of disasters to
development.

Background

Since 1900, the Philippines has witnessed overt&&fical cyclones. Last year, Typhoon Bopha killed
1,900 people, damaged nearly 233,000 homes anctedfever 6.2 million people despite preparedness
measures, including early warning, pre-emptive eations: As of 2 December, Typhoon Haiyan has
affected 14.4 million people, displacing more ti3a® million. According to estimates 2.5 million e
require food aid, and in four assessed regions; 48eper cent of health facilitates are closed tiue
damage, and 628 schools have been danfaged.

The national response is being led by the Govertimedational Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council with local authorities. The ¥©difNations system has already mobilized response
efforts in support of the Government’s efforts. Thaited Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has brought togethemanitarian actors to ensure a coherent response to
this emergency. Ahead of the disaster, a UN Disasteessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team was
deployed to work closely with the Government arglaeal authorities to assess the needs of thetaffec
communities and to help formulate response planereMhan 125,000 people were preemptively
evacuated. At the request of OCHA, the Digital Haitexian Network activated their volunteer base to
assist with media monitoring and mapping for infation about damage and impact of the typhoon.

On 12 November, the Action Plan for Typhoon Haiyas launched requesting US $301 million—which
was revised to $348 million on 22 November—for tingent activities in support of an efficient inter
agency response for the next six months, througjegts in 15 sectors, with priorities in food, sbeland
water, sanitation and hygiene. As of 2 Decembdy; 49.4 per cent of the Typhoon Haiyan Action Plan
was funded. In addition, $25 million from the CahtEmergency Response Fund has been allocated to
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provide time-critical funds. It is important thdt efforts are made to ensure this humanitariapoese
addresses the emergency needs of people in terfoedyfshelter, clean water, and sanitation andtlhea
services in the short-term. At the same time, doattbn of the UN system country-level support and
strong partnerships of national and internatio#brs would be key to assisting the country’s titaors
from relief to development.

But while coordinated response and relief work igriarity today, the international community should
recognize that the reduction of future disastde mgist be at the centre of all our efforts, in patar as
we now move into the recovery and reconstructioasph While the strength of Haiyan was extreme,
current models tell us that similar disasters haseurred in the past, with winds of this strengittirtg

the region with a return period of 50 years.

This is not a trend that is specific to the Philiygs. While the number of people killed due to raltu
disasters has declined over the last forty yetsworld has witnessed an increase in the numizkr an
intensity of natural disasters and the number opfeeaffected. The estimated cost of the damagelsas
increased drastically over this period. Economid ancial consequences of disasters go beyond the
damage to property, sectors, such as energy, haattheducation, often incur major losses from a
disaster. Furthermore, it is expected that clinchtnge will impact not only on the number and istign

of natural disasters, but also on the resilienceoofimunities. While rising global mean temperatunes
expected to result in major floods in many regiofighe world, carbon dioxide concentration in the
atmospg)here and ocean acidity will adversely aféectl reefs that provide protection against floadd
storms:

As the work towards buildingthe Future We Wahtand elaborating a post-2015 development agenda
continues, the Special Meeting will discuss theiessof preparedness and relief in the case of the
Philippines, what the immediate needs of the peapés and what can be done to ensure effective
delivery of assistance, and smooth transition lacttevelopment, as well as addressing the underlyin
risk factors. The Council could reconvene in e@W4 to follow-up on this meeting and to discuss th
next steps.

Objectives of the special meeting of ECOSOC

This meeting aims to:

» Identify the impact of the typhoon on the Philipgén in particular on certain sectors, such as
education, health, energy, communications, tranapion and agriculture;

» Identify effective ways to meet the immediate negfdthe affected people;

» Assess the level of preparedness at the natiorthlgéobal levels in responding to this natural
disaster;

« Examine how the United Nations system, regional amdrnational organizations, civil society
organizations, the private sector and the scientifbmmunity can assist in the relief, recovery,
reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts of thev@®mment of the Philippines;

» Consider the role of technology in disaster preearénd risk management.

Expected Outcome
The outcome of the event will be a summary by tltesigent of ECOSOC.
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