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~ Mr. President,

It is 1ndeed a great pleasure seeing you in the Cha1r pres1d1ng

‘» over the 69t session of the General Assembly I would 11ke to'
vexpress my warmest congratulatlons to you on your elect1on to th1s
:;h1gh ofﬁce I know you are aware, as we are, you are assummg th1s f

};;respons1b111ty at one of the most cr1t1ca1 per1ods in the h1story of

thlS organlzatlon and that of mult11ateral1sm in genera_l Those of us

in the Eastern Afrlca reglon know ‘you Very well as a fr1end and }‘
- 'd1st1ngu1shed; d1plomat. 'We are ;conﬁdent- thatv you w111_ -us.e: your .

Wisdom and : experience to build consensus on arange of issues on

the agenda of th1s hlStOI‘lC sess1on of the Unlted Nat1ons General’

:Assembly and effectlvely gulde 1ts work

- Let me, therefore, assure you of the full support and

cooperatiOn :of<my delegation’ in. the successfu.l di‘scharge» of your :

heavy respons1b111t1es 1 also WISh to commend your predecessor for

v the excellent contr1but1on he made to ensure the success of the 68th
',Session of the_ General - Assembly.- Indeed, it was a :rer_narkable

'session which laid. the foundation for the-, m'ajOr task that lies

ahead.



Mr. President,
- ThlS vsession “i,s_be_ing_he_ld at an hjstoric‘ :perio,d When we have
e_m'bgarked} 'upon a majorundertaking to shape the future .,Welwant o

' for thevpresent and future ‘_generations. If We‘ did-what }\ve ,mvu_st,‘.f‘it }'

.could“be'remembered 1nhlst0ry a\s,a‘ fse_s:siori_.} that helped us turn
| -‘the:corn‘er 1 1n ensur_ing effective, custod1ansh1p of the .environment, "
econ.omic_'. justice : and ._.social“»res;})on'sibili‘ty'. What ::W'e-' ‘»agreed v."mo_:’re .
| j- than jtvv.o .years ago in Rio mUSt Be;'what-gaIVaniZes<"our common
effort. We sa1d then that “poverty erad1cat1on is the greatest global |
challenge facmg the world today and an’ 1nd1spensable requ1rement -

_ ,jfor sustamable development” ‘

Last month marked the Five Hundred days until the target :

date of MDGs Wh1ch we have agreed to achleve by the year 2015.In -

- Africa, _robu_st economrc' growth has “been reg‘rsteredv over the last’
decad,e,'and_ the'istere‘otypical 'narrative about the-‘ cont_inent 1s slo.vv'ly |
B changing.v Afrlca is now the“rising continent offerlng ‘tremendous

opportun1t1es for trade and mvestment Notable nrogress has also
vbeen made. towards ach1ev1ng the | MDGs, 1nclud1ng in my own
country Ethlopla there are- nonetheless many rema1n1ng challenges

such as with respect to reduc1ng maternal death.



It is therefore‘ necessaryA as we move »forward in the
negot1at1on to formulate the post 2015 Development Agenda not to

:overlook the fact that the MDGS are st111 unﬁmshed bus1ness The' |

~ Post 2015 Development Agenda Would be fulsome when it rests ona

isatlsfac_tory_ ou_teome in the 1mplementat1on of the MDGs '
A' : Accvo’r'd‘ingly’., the _.rem-almng vmonthsv -ish,ould be used to accelerate-
| g-the1r 1mplementat1on Moreover ‘the Post 2015 Development Agenda :
- would need to make prov1s1on for conelud1ng those aspects of the ,

MDGs that mlght have to be carr1ed beyond 2015

. Mr. ,Pres_ident,.

' What we have done so far in connect1on w1th 1ay1ng the

v groundwork for the Post 2015 Development Agenda both at 1nter-

go.vernmental .level and that of the : Secretanat has __been
| : encouraging. : v:Thef . Open» _:Work1ng Group';j on ‘}Sust_va»in‘_able
.Development Go‘als has 'succe_ss’.fully, completed its work. ahd,; the two
-Co;Chalrs vm‘ust be commended -for the- eontribution they; ‘have

' vmade. -lt would' be proper as -the 68&1 ,sessio'n of the General
) Assembly has dec1ded to use the Open Workmg Group’s proposal as

a bas1s for 1ntegrat1ng Sustamable Development Goals 1nto the

. Post—QOvlS ,-Development Agenda.



I should also express appreciation to the ’Secretary—(},ene,ral for
the effort he‘has madev in this regard»in COnformityv With the 'requ'e‘st

- contamed in the outcome document of the 2010 MDG Summ1t The

B work of the H1gh Level Panel of Em1nent Persons on the Post-2015 B

Development :Agenda ' has been 31gn1ﬁcant. 'We are. part1cu1'arly_
apprec1at1ve of the 1nvaluab1e contrlbutlon made by the UN System

. ~Task Team on: the Post 2015 UN Development Agenda

| ; We look forward to the synthes1s report by the Secretary
» ‘,’General Wh1ch we. trust vvould help facﬂltate effect1ve conversatlon s
. among member:‘ _..States | and productwe 1nter-governmenta1 |
nego‘tiation With‘vs-the VieWAato formulatlng a'APost-:.Z}O 15 ‘De\re-lopment. _
| Agendabynext year, an 'a'gen:da' Which,<_reﬁects the interests '.of-, 'th‘e' |
. present and future. gene'rativo_ns. | |

~‘W‘eﬁhav‘_ezvno" doubt that_ a‘Po.s;t;»QQ' 15 }De’x_r'e_lo,p,r’n}en.t Agenda that
}responds’ to the major ~Chéllenges. ’the ~world faces has ‘to rest. on
: readiness'to foster cooperationvhased- on vthe 'princi'pl_e .ot .common
| ‘__but d1fferent1ated respons1b1ht1es It is~ dlfﬁcult to imagine resolvmg |
. the dlfﬁcult but 1ndlspensable 1ssues ‘surroundmg means of b

: »‘1mp1ementat10n absent‘ﬂex1b111_ty on the questlon of CBDR.



One thlng is clear in all this.- The World has the capac1ty and
the resources to effect1vely respond to the pressmg needs we see to
~erad1cate poverty‘ and ensure Isustalnable developmen‘t for all. T-his _

| ,fhas been afﬁrmed by the report of the Inter—Governmental

‘ Comm1ttee of Experts on Sustalnable Development F1nanc1ng The

- Comm1ttee has not offered us: deﬁn1t1ve proposals but rather :

: 'recommendauons des1gned as they say, to st1mulate dlscuss1ons

llt has nonetheless.e‘xpressed hope for progress to be made on
] development ﬁnancmg at the Th1rd Internatlonal Conference on
":F1nancmg for Development to take place in Add1s Ababa in July
: 2015 Let me afﬁrm our commltment to do our best to ensure th1s )
B h1storlc and extremely crltlcal conference succeeds It appears to us. o
' ’;pretty obv1ous that the effect1veness of the Post 2015 Agenda
| 'f‘depends among other thlngs on the success of th1s Add1s Ababa ‘
’.Conference. At any: ,rate,_ 1t is W1th .that conVlctlon that we will be
-proceedlng to d1scharge ourr.esp.ons.ibkili‘ty as’ the'host country.
| | Mr President,
Th1s is | also the. time that we are str‘ivfng to ,achieve an
ambitious target that we 'h_ave set for ourselves to reach a globally

| bvinding climate agreement by 2015 so as to limit the rise of global



' ‘,temperature below 2 degree Celsms Let me once agam express my
,vapprec1at1on to Secretary General Ban K1 ~1oon for convenmg the
’Cl1mate Summ1t two days ago and I hope the outcome of the
‘Sum_r}mt will he_lp us to 'gmake , progress in va_c_hreymg.‘-» this

. _fundamental ohjectirre by cataiyéing 'actifon to reduce f‘gr'eenho.u‘se' |

.‘gas:e’.mis_.sions and strengthemngchmate resvil_ienc'c.' ' B

"_Nee‘dlzess'__to say that. we 1n Afr1ca ,afe; ‘al_ready: facing ‘the brunt |

. of olirnate change and this is ‘I_Jnd'errnining“our »ve_ffor_t‘s to :IhCet“ our |
'development asplratlons 1ncluding vthe' Millennium beveloprnent |

v‘Goals For us, m1t1gat1on and adaptatlon remam a pr1or1ty and we‘

,_need urgent 1nternat10na1 support for our efforts in th1s regard

N ‘} Although we have contrlbuted v1rtually noth1ng to global warmmg,

~ we ‘are 1ndeed playlng a. leadlng role in terms of m1t1gat1on by “
v scahng up our efforts in renewable energy and promotlng energyd‘
vefﬁmency It 1s only falr and proper that thls be adequately
: recogmzed and supported |

' The‘ cha_llenge, posed by clin1at_e changev no do_ubt r.equtres
leadership and‘ p01itic.a_1 cornrnitment at all levels. We have,no,choice |
but t_('): -ri‘se_; up to v-tv‘-his challenge by taking _concrete actions ‘-tov

vcontribute' to reducing emissions and demonstrating the necessary .



polit"ical will to achieve a globally. b_indin_g climate agreement loy _
| 2015, Fallure is not an op_tion.‘ | | | "
| Mr.-'President,

What vrre see here at. the Un1ted Natlons is read1ness among
- the States of our world to th1nk b1g and to focus on what unites us. |

" VTh'1s =1s what -underllnes the complex .negot1at1ons. on the Post—2-0'15 :‘

| Development Agenda In sharp contrast to this, What we . are
Wltnessmg today is a general deter1orat1on of the global securlty- '
s1tuat1on The world is passmg through a. turbulent per1od and th1s' -
'1s not an exaggerat1on The prohferatlon and 1nten81ty of. conﬂ1cte‘ '

B :hasn s_1gn1f1cantly' 1n_c_reased.

In our part of the world prOgreSs.'made over the pas.t- decade is

o be1ng undermlned by new cycles of V1olence and. conﬂlcts The CI'lSlS~

in South Sudan is an example -We in the IGAD reg1on are domg_
'everyth}mg we ,c_an to re_solve | the South 'Sudanes,e crisis thr_ough
peaceful.‘meansivwith the 's,u'_pport of the United Nations, _,vthe.Afv‘rlican'
Union . and, | international vpartners. But progress, »1et" ‘aj‘oﬁe' a
breakthrough, hasl not beenv easy to;. ‘come by. This rsituation
highlights van: often _encountered challenge. Pro_}gr_es,s'i_n peacvernaking'

can ’h‘ardly be contemplated when  there is lack of sufficient



' commltment toa peaceful resolutlon of a crisis by the partles to the
. conﬂlct But IGAD is deterrmned to exert every poss1b1e effort to f1nd |
a lastmg solut1on to the cr1s1s through an all 1nc1us1ve p011t1cal
dlalogue‘.

- In contrast to the Situation in South Sudan and to much of "

~the. Situations in 'many lparts of 'the.-.world' the ‘:situatio.n in Somalia '

has been 1mprov1ng in the course of the year Al—Shabaab may not o

have been ent1re1y removed as. a threat but 1t has been greatly»

| degraded The recent set back it suffered is bound to speed up 1ts o

: demlse. _

’f‘he m111tary galns made on the ground could not be sustamed :

-_ »however Wlthout progress in the pohtlcal track through the
estabhshment of local admlnlstratrons and the mamtenance of law |
and or_der in the vnewly 11berated areas. In this regard, we _;welcome
the estab'lishment_ of mtenm focai .administrations' in Central and
~ south vvest'Somalia in line with the provisional .,federazl constitution.
We need to continue'to support Somalia to rebui.ld itself and make a |

successful .'.tranSition by 2016.



Conflict, “Mr. President, _‘ 1s not an  exclusively | African
vphe'no’menon. What -is b‘ecoming ,obyious lately is ~hoyv much ‘th‘e
. global secur1ty s1tuat10n is becoming a source of concern. Never |
~since the. end of the cold war has the global securlty s1tuat1on been
‘ as_ »fraglle: as‘vit‘ is ;today.-j_ The threat.of‘ terrorism- has affe,cted ‘e'v,er
greater a and wider areasbf',.th'e world; At no time-:}oye-r_the .‘-last:many
}decades has the need for effective cooperation at the 1nternational. |

. and regional levels been as pressmg and as urgent as it is today

'That the 1ssue of “Foreign Fighters has become a source: of major A_ SR

' -'c}oncern to many is Very obv1ous What is requlred to make progress :
‘->1.n addressmg the challenge- 1s'read_1ness- to forge: coo.p_eration which'
: brooks no double standards We },neeﬁd | to ,be'v-re}sglute 1n our
b determlnation to Work together |
: - Mr. Pres‘ident,

All this _,msans,. that .at no time in recent ‘memor‘y has
‘multilateralism beenv as immensely,critical for- the future of v'the o
world', as itisvtoday.. The fact that nations are driven'byithe pursuit
of national interest has always bee‘n self-evident. But “at _this ,
juncture in world history andv_in light of the so many common
ch allenge s we all facef we have more realistic option than

-9



~commitment to enlightened national interest which can “be

' promoted only within the ‘fram.ewor.‘k“ of multilateralism.

~This in our view 'should,bel the ,s'entiment we all share at the ‘

- beginning of the ‘6_9_.t'h 'sess_‘ion of the General As.sembly. We cannot

lfbe' -oblivious to the ‘nexus 'between -our sustainab‘le deveIOpmeni-t |

agenda and the global 31tuat1on of peace and secur1ty Del1ver1ng on-

| 'and 1mplement1ng a transformatwe post 2015 development agenda _

,_»wh1‘ch"1s ;the_theme of th1;s sess.lon, requu'es _a,peaeeful and _s_tab_le

R gl.obalv environment.

It 1s also in thls ‘context that the threat of the spread of the

: . Ebola V1rus should be v1ewed ThlS is both a humamtanan and :

‘ se_cunty 'challenge._ _C,ontatmng the spread of this deadly“ V1ru_s‘

‘should be—_a matter of utmost priority.

o Let me reiterate how it is so critical that we collectively |

. address the myriad of Peaée and SCC.U-l'itYV -ehallenges-‘faeing'-our -

‘world in order to faeilitate progres_s in the ‘,irrl_plement‘ation of the

-Millennium Development Goals in the rernaining period and lay a

solid foundation for the realization of our't‘ransfo‘rmative‘ agenda in

'v;the post-2015 era as well as achieve a vmeani’ngfnl climate

~agreement.

10




Mr. President,

1 -Wish ‘to concl,ude by str:es‘sing.-. Eth,lopia’s. commitment “to
‘ mult1lateral1sm and to Jommg hands w1th all - 11ke m1nded to -
: ,contr1bute to reg1onal and 1nternat1ona1 peace and secunty and to o
.the successful realization of the major prOJect we. have 1n
, ,connect1on w1th the Post 20l5 ‘Agenda As a found1ng member of .
. .thi‘si_O‘rgamzauon and 'as. a vmemb.er}-of the .’Le_ague,} of._Nat1onS'-by
‘.whom itlwa‘sx -.nonetheless abandoned : ‘EthiOpia _atta'ches th‘e»"most
. '_h1ghest pr1or1ty to cooperat1on among peoples and countnes w1th a
view to addressmg common challenges It 1s our con\nctwn that
o m1ght does not make r1ght There 1s no- subst1tute for the pursu1t of E
mutual advantages as a s1gnpost for a- real1st1c and Just fore1gn‘ o
. pollcy. ,_ ’l‘h1s 1s our. g‘u1de.'for‘ all. fr1endshlps and partnerships we-:

: have, and W1ll continue to detielop.

I'thank you
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