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Madam Chair,

The Chinese delegation would like to thank you, Madam Chair, the Bureau
members, Sharon VAN BUERLE and her team of the Fifth Committee
Secretariat and ACABQ for the preparation of the second resumed session
of the Fifth Committee. For the organizational work of this meeting, we
associate with the statement made by the Palestinian representative on
behalf of the Group of 77 and China, and we would like to add the
following comments:

First, UN peacekeeping operations are an important instrument of
maintaining international peace and security. China is a staunch supporter
and participant in UN peacekeeping operations. It is the second largest
financial contributor and a major troop contributor to peacekeeping
operations. At present, there are more than 2,500 peacekeepers from China
performing peacekeeping tasks in eight mission areas. My delegation would
like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to all UN peacekeepers.

Second, finance serves as the foundation of and an important element
underpinning the United Nations governance. Peacekeeping budget is the
material basis and important guarantee for the UN peacekeeping operations
to execute their mandates. The proposed 2019/2020 peacekeeping budget,
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which reflects the eight priority areas identified in the Declaration of Shared
Commitments on UN Peacekeeping Operations, is $6.637 billion in total, a
reduction for 4 consecutive years since the 2015/2016 financial year. China
believes that when reviewing the peacekeeping budget, we should follow
the principle of basing ourselves on facts and prudence, avoiding cuts for
the sake of cuts that can only get us into the "cutting traps" and ensuring
necessary financial resources for the peacekeeping missions to fully
implement their mandates from Security Council resolutions. At the same
time, there should be strict financial discipline, tightened budgetary control
and strengthened budgetary supervision so that budgetary performance can

be effectively improved and every penny by taxpayers of member states is
well-managed and well-spent.

Third, UN peacekeeping budget is faced with severe challenges. On the one
hand, insufficient cash flow in peacekeeping budget has, to a certain extent,
impacted the performance of the peacekeeping missions. On the other hand,
increased delays in reimbursement to the TCCs and PCCs  have further
exacerbated the financial burden borne by theses countries. The key to
casing the peacekeeping budgetary situation is the timely payment of
assessed contributions by Member States. As the second largest financial
contributor to the peacekeeping budget and a responsible developing
country, China has paid all its peacekeeping assessments in full. China calls
on all member states, especially those with the capacity to do so, to pay their
peacekeeping assessment in full, on time, and without conditions, and
support the UN cause with actions.

Madam Chair,

The Chinese delegation will actively work with other member states and
take part in the consultations on various agenda items in a constructive
manner. We look forward to concluding all agenda items on time and
smoothly.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
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