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Statement by the Chinese delegation at the Main Part of
the Fifth Committee of the 74" Session of the UN General Assembly
Agenda Item 138: Pattern of Conferences
25 October, 2019

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, the Chinese delegation wishes to thank Ms. Austin, Chair of the
Committee on Conferences, Mr. Abelian, Under-Secretary-General for
General Assembly and Conference Management, and Mr. Terzi, Chair of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for
introducing their respective reports. This delegation endorses the statement
made by Palestine on behalf of the “Group of 77 and China”, and would like to
add the following points:

First, on quality of conference services. The Chinese delegation supports the
DGACM taking measures to provide high-quality conference services, and
appreciates the efforts by the Chinese language professionals to improve
translation and interpretation quality and commend the progress achieved.
We hope that the DGACM continues to strengthen quality control and
enhance accountability to further raise the quality of services provided by the
language professionals, in particular in contractual translation and freelance
interpretation.

Second, on the use of United Nations premises. The Chinese delegation
expresses its serious concern over the policies in UN Office at Geneva and
some other duty station, which permit non-governmental organizations to
apply directly for the use of UN premises for meetings. We believe that
non-governmental organizations should submit their applications through the
sponsorship of a Member State or a UN entity, as required in the
Administrative Instruction at Headquarters in New York, so as to avoid any
risk and ensure accountability. We urge the UN Office at Geneva and some
other duty station to amend and update their respective information circulars
with due reference to the newly promulgated ST/AI/2019/4, and align the rule
on the procedure for application and use of the UN premises with that
adopted at Headquarters in New York.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.






