THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

7 May 2007

Excellency,

I have the honour to inform you about a follow-up to the informal
thematic debate, ‘Partnerships to achieve the Millennium Development
Goals’, which took place in the General Assembly on 27 November
2006. At that debate the Government of the State of Qatar kindly
offered to host a follow-up meeting, in Doha, Qatar. :

The follow-up meeting entitled ‘Financing Development to achieve
the MDGs’, will take place on 17 and 18 June 2007. The meeting is
part of the continuous efforts of General Assembly to foster
development worldwide. It has a special significance as we reach the
mid-point for the implementation of the Millennium Development
Goals. So far progress has been mixed. To achieve the MDGs by 2015,
concerted global action is required by all stakeholders.

The meeting could also serve as an input to the preparatory process of
the ‘Follow-up International Conference on Financing for
Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey
Consensus’, to be held in Doha in the second half of 2008.

In light of the importance to all Member States of achieving the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015, I trust Member States will
ensure full and active participation at this event, including as
appropriate, through the participation of Ministers, in particular
those responsible for international development, planning and
international cooperation. I would be grateful if you could
communicate to me at your earliest convenience the level of you
country’s participation, in order to facilitate the appropriate
arrangements. A preliminary agenda for the meeting is attached.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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H Rashed Al Khalifa

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York



CONCEPT NOTE

Financing Development to achieve the MDGs

The Government of Qatar is pleased to host a follow-up meeting in
partnership with the President of the General Assembly to facilitate country
progress towards achieving the MDGs. The focus of the meeting will be on
financing for the MDGs in the lead up to the 2008 Financing for
Development conference. The meeting with cover domestic resource
mobilization, increased external financing, and innovative sources of private
financing. The meeting will focus on the following Specific areas:

= How to translate existing commitments into action to increase the flow of
predictable development assistance to developing countries;

» Review developing country efforts to prepare and implement scaled up
strategies to achieve the MDGs, including increasing domestic resources
for the MDGs; and,

* Innovative financing sources for the MDGs and other internationally
agreed goals.

One year after the World Summit, the President of the General Assembly
convened a day long event in November 2006 to bring together
governments, the private sector, civil society and the UN system as the key
partners in implementing the MDGs. Participants discussed progress to
achieve the MDGs in different parts of the world and explored options to
accelerate progress, including by sharing examples of successful Quick
Impact Initiatives that could provide lessons for scaling up, and presenting a
ambitious development strategies aligned with the MDGs.

In 2000 the member states of the United Nations signed the Millennium
Declaration, which led to the adoption of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) to eradicate poverty, fight hunger and disease, promote
gender equality and access to education, stimulate investments in basic
infrastructure, and combat environmental degradation. Five years later at the
UN World Summit in 2005 countries reaffirmed their commitment to the
MDGs. Despite these commitments, there has been mixed progress
regionally and across the Goals.



Achieving the MDGs requires concerted action from national governments,
development partners, civil society and the private sector. Based on
commitments made at the UN World Summit in 2005, many countries are in
the process of developing practical strategies to achieve the MDGs.
Implementation will depend on several factors including whether or not
adequate financial resources are available for scaling up, especially in low
income countries. The Financing for Development Conference in Monterrey,
Mexico, held in 2002 adopted an operational framework to increase
resources available for development. This included a focus on increasing
domestic resources for the MDGs as well as greater development assistance
in keeping with international commitments. The next Financing for
Development meeting is scheduled to be held in Qatar in 2008.

Since Monterrey, a number of important commitments have been made with
regards to development finance. In early 2005, the members of the OECD
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) adopted the Paris Declaration
on Aid Effectiveness, which sets concrete benchmarks for improving the
quality and coherence of official development assistance. A few months later
all member states of the European Union resolved to reach the
internationally agreed target of 0.7 percent of GNI in official development
assistance by 2015 with an interim target of reaching 0.51 percent by 2010
(0.33 and 0.17 percent, respectively, in the new member states). And, at the
Gleneagles Summit in July 2005 the Group of Eight committed to doubling
official development assistance to Africa by 2010.
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