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A major priority of the 70th President of the General Assembly, H.E. Mogens Lykketoft is 

to support prompt and inclusive implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It builds on the 

achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeks to address their unfinished 

business. The 2030 Agenda includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 

targets. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda complements and is an integral part of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Paris Climate Agreement was adopted in 

December 2015 in Paris and will be signed in New York on 22 April 2016. 

 

Given the broader framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 

strong interlinkages with the Climate Agreement, the President will convene a High Level 

Thematic Debate on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals on 21 April 2016. 

 

This event will serve to significantly increase international awareness and political 

momentum around the implementation of the SDGs. It will bring together global political, 

business and civil society leaders in New York to focus on kick-starting SDG 

implementation. It will also be a unique opportunity to address the synergy between the 

COP21 outcome and the 2030 Agenda. Leaders will be offered a platform to catalyse 

action, discuss concrete steps forward and mobilize potential implementation partners. 
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High-level Thematic Debate on Achieving  

the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 

 

Related events 

 

21 April 2016 

 

How to Make a Powerful Business Case to Achieve Sustainable Development 

 

Discussion will explore gaps, potential key messages, findings, and stories which could 

help this upcoming report stand out in a crowded space and make a real difference. 

 

 

Transforming Our Food Systems to Transform our World: The Zero Hunger 

Challenge and the Sustainable Development Agenda 

 

The round-table discussion will showcase pathways to transform and benchmark food 

systems, from production to consumption, through individual and collective action. It will 

consider how investments in food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture can pay 

dividends across the whole of the 2030 Agenda, beyond SDG2: actively contributing to 

ending poverty, delivering equality and safeguarding the planet. It will do so by bringing 

together stakeholders from different parts of the food and agriculture value chain, exploring 

the experience of effective and innovative multi-stakeholder stewardship models, and 

taking into account the importance of evidence-based frameworks that consider needs, 

policies and resources. The round-table will discuss how supporters, participants and 

champions of the Zero Hunger Challenge can mobilize political leadership and coordinate 

action to deliver sustainable, inclusive and resilient food and nutrition systems. 

 

 

Drivers of Change: Partnerships at Speed and Scale 

 

Partnerships between government, business and civil society will be essential in achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goals. This session will focus on the un-tapped potential of 

governments to enable innovative partnerships to be formed, accelerated and scaled. 

Participants will have the opportunity to discuss the role of governments in setting the rules 

of the game, enabling collaboration, and establishing frameworks for sustainable 

development. 
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Science, technology and innovation (STI): Realising the potential of STI for all to 

achieve the SDGs: opportunities and challenges for maximising the contribution of 

STI and key elements of necessary stakeholder action 

 

This Policy Dialogue Room will bring together high-level representatives from various 

stakeholder groups to a focused discussion around two key questions on how exactly STI 

will contribute to the SDGs. First, what are the main opportunities and challenges – at 

policy, organisational and individual levels – for maximising the contribution of STI to the 

achievement of the SDGs? Second, what are key elements that countries and international 

organizations may take into account in formulating action plans and/or roadmaps for 

science, technology and innovation for the SDGs? 

With an envisioned participation of 15-20 guests, this informal event will provide an 

opportunity to engage a small number of high-level experts and representatives to have a 

focused and concrete discussion on the outlined two guiding questions for the 2016 Multi-

stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation. The key recommendations 

from this event will inform discussions at the STI Forum on 6-7 June. 

 

 

Achieving Sustainable Energy for All by 2030 

 

Achieving SDG7, with its goals on energy access, renewable energy and energy efficiency, 

is an essential element of meeting the sustainable development agenda, as well as the 

climate objectives agreed upon in Paris. This High Level Dialogue will explore the cross-

cutting nature of SDG7 and the implications for the broader sustainable development 

agenda, profile recent action, and highlight priority areas for the next step change in 

advancing the SE4ALL objectives. 

 

 

Sustainable Consumption and Production for the SDGs 

 

This Policy Room will explore the potential for more closely aligning various sustainability 

agendas and partnerships which support the shift to SCP patterns and for enhancing the 

contribution of the 10YFP to a number of SDG targets. 

 

 

Dialogue between Latin American high-net-worth Individuals and Decision-Makers to 

align investment with the SDGs leaving no one behind 
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Communicating the Sustainable Development Goals – For Everyone 

 

This Policy Dialogue Room will bring together different actors to work together to 

communicate the SDG’s – bridging the gap between policy experts, campaigners and 

communication experts and build new partnerships for communicating, with the aims to 

inspire new communication means/tools for the SDG’s. 

 

 

Winning the Battle for Sustainable Development: Local Authorities and Partnerships 

for Habitat III and the New Urban Agenda 

 

This interactive roundtable will discuss the respective roles of local authorities and 

stakeholders in working with member states to develop and implement Habitat III 

outcomes. Among the topics to be reviewed will be: effective approaches to meaningful 

participation of local authorities and stakeholders in decision-making; the importance of 

decentralization and social inclusion in various contexts; the need for national urban 

policies and legislative and financing frameworks to achieve balanced territorial 

development. 

 

 

Tools for the Private Sector to Accelerate Implementation of the SDGs 

 

This Policy Dialogue will delve into how to accelerate the engagement of business and 

industry in the follow-up and implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development 

Agenda, including exchanging ideas on how the SDGs could be embedded into business 

strategies, including corporate sustainability strategies. The meeting will also serve as an 

opportunity to showcase different tools, developed by business and the United Nations 

which could be useful during the 2030 Agenda follow-up and review. These include: the 

SDG Compass, the Partnerships for SDGs platform and  the Business for 2030 online 

platform. 

 

 

Intensifying and Expanding International Tax Cooperation to Achieve Sustainable 

Development 

 

The overall objective of the Dialogue Room is to highlight a range of constructive 

responses and possible solutions to the challenges of international tax cooperation in the 

context of increased attention to domestic resource mobilization in the SDG agenda and the 

recent OECD work on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS). Its intended outcome is a 

wider and better informed constituency among delegations in New York, especially those 

from the developing countries, and revived public support from civil society organizations 

for new institutional arrangements to promote the higher level of international tax 

cooperation required for countries to undertake Agenda 2030 and their commitments under 

the Paris Agreement. 
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Role of capital markets in helping to deliver the SDGs 

 

The event will explore how companies can embed sustainable development in their 

operations through PRI and ESG reporting and long-term investing; and how these 

practices can be used to bring private capital into supporting the implementation of the 

SDGs and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. The discussion will explore the role of private 

sector actions and discuss their potential, as well as the need for regulatory frameworks, 

and how voluntary actions and regulatory frameworks can complement each other. 
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http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/events/2016/earlyactionandresults.shtml 

 

 

 


	1-sdg
	2-sdg
	3-sdg
	4-sdg
	5-sdg
	6-sdg
	7-sdg
	8-sdg
	9-sdg
	10-sdg
	11-sdg
	12-sdg
	13-sdg
	14-sdg
	15-sdg
	16-sdg

