THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

30 June 2016

Excellency,

With reference to my letter regarding General Assembly agenda item 112 (a), I have the pleasure
to circulate a letter from the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United

Nations.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

/ Mogens Lykketoft

To all Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York



HocToaHnoe NPEACTABKTEILCTBO
Poccuiicxoli Depepanum
npu Oprauusanum
Otbepunennbix Hanmit

Phone: (212) 861 4900
Fax: (212) 628 0252

Permanent Mission
of the Russian Federation
to the United Nations

136 East 67" Street
New York, NY 10065

Nezggé /H

Heto-Hopxk, 30 urors 2016 roxa

Bamme IIpeBocxonnurenscrso,

ITpuasmu k cBemenuro HamepeHus Mranmum w Hupepiawos
o paszere cpoka pabotsl B CoreTe be3zomacHoCTH BCIIeICTBUE 1ATOBON
CUTYyalluM, BO3HUKIIEH B XOHe BBIOOPOB HEMOCTOSHHbIX HJIEHOB
28 miousg 2016 roma. Mcxonum w3 TOro, 4TO MaHHBIA Cirydald MMeeT
UCKJIIOUUTENIBHBIA XapakTep, He OyIeT co3JaBaTh — Ha HbIHEIIHEM
srane gesrenbHocTH CoBeTa — Npele/eHTa M He BBEAET NPAKTHKY
"npoOnaeHus" NBYXJIETHUX CPOKOB IIO JOrOBOPEHHOCTH, 9TO OyIeT
HEraTHBHO oOTpaxaThcsi Ha sddexrusHocts padotel  CoBera
M BBITIOJTHEHUST UM CBOUX (OYHKIIUIA.

MMeHnHO 3THM @pOAMKTOBAHO 3TO Hamle obpamenne. Ero
HE CTOWT paccMaTpuBaTh KakK HaIIPABJIEHHOE TIPOTUB CTPaH, YbH
KaHAUATypel CerofHs paccmarpuBaroTcs ['eHepanbHOU Accambieeti
Ha IToCJIeIHEeE U3 HelloCTOsiHHbIX MecT B CoBete besomacnoctr OOH.

B namem nonnmMaHuu YIIOMsIHYTast JOTOBOPEHHOCTL ABIIACTCA

JMCKIIXOYUTEIIBHO L[B}’C'I‘OpOHHGﬁ U HHKaK HE 3aTparuBacT ITOJTHOMOYHA

TOCYOapCTB-YJICHOB [IPpM I'OJIOCOBAHUH II0 KaHOuIaTam. O)I(I/IllaeM,_

Ero [IpeBocxonuresibcTBY
r-gy Morercy JlrokketodTy

ITpencenarenro

['enepanproit Accam6ien OOH

r. Heto-Hopx




ro

9TO HaM MOTYT BO3DPa3WTh, UTO C (POPMANBHOM TOYKM 3peHWs TakoH
war He OyHeT NPOTHBOPEUHTH IPaBIIaM MPOUENypEl | eHepanbHON
Accambiren 1 NpakTHKe NPeAbIIyINX JIeT.

Xorenu Obl OTMETHTE, UTO IOCJIEHUM pa3 pellleHue O pazjele
cpoxa pabdotsl B Cb mpuHHMaNock B JaJeKMX IIECTHIECATBIX IoNax,
6omee 50 jer mazax. Ilocme pacmmmpenus Coeta B 1965 rony
W BBEJEHUS TIPUHIUIA PErMOHAIBHOTO IIpeICcTaBUTeILCTBA II0J00H0e
He IIpaKTUKOBAJIOCH. B ciydae CIIOpHBIX CHTyallli, Kak paBuJIo,
nub0 OJUH U3 TPEeTeHAEHTOB Opall caMOOTBOM, NHOO BHIIBHIATACH
TPEeThs, 'KOMIIPOMUCCHAs'" cTpaHa.

VY aroro ects ocHOBaHuUS: 3a nocienuue 50 JeT UHTEHCUBHOCTE
paborsl Cosera bezomacHoctw muHOrokparao Bozpocia. Cb OOH
npoBoauT cBeime 400 3acemaHwil B roj W IPUHUMAET HECKOJIBKO
JIECATKOB  pe3oouuit  u  Apyrux  pemenuid. Kpome — Toro,
HEIIOCTOsIHHbIe ujleHbl CoBeTa BO3IVIABISIOT €ro BCIIOMOTATEIbHBIE
OpraHpl, B TOM UYHCJIE CAHKIHOHHBIE KOMHUTETBI. JTO Tpebyer
CEephE3HOM IOIArOTOBKH K OIPEIEIEHHOI0 BPEMEHM Ha 'BiMBaHHUE"
B JesresnbHocTs CB OOH.

Mcxonst w3 aToOro, 1ogaraeM, UTO pas3liefieHde  Cpoka
[IOJIHOMOYHUI He OTBedaeT 3aJadaM YCTOWYHWBOIO ¥ HEIPepbIBHOIO
bynxnrorupoBanuss CoBeta be3onacHOCTH W MOXKET HETraTHBHO
CKa3aThCs Ha ero CIOCOOHOCTH OIepaTHBHO #  3DPEKTUBHO
pearupoBaTh Ha KpH3HUCHL. BbIpaxaeM ceppezHOe pa3ovyapoBaHue
B CBSI3U C HECIIOCOOHOCTBIO ['pymITsl 3arma HOeBPOIIeHCKHX U APYIHX
rOCyIapCTB OIPEeNeNIdTs KOHCEHCYCHOrO KaHAuaaTa, 9To I[IPHBENO
K HBIHEIIHE! [TaTOBOU CUTYallHH.

VOexzaeHbl, 4Yro  aOCONIOTHBIM  NPHOPUTETOM  JOJDKHA

octaBathest o dexrnusrocts mearensnoctr Cosera BesomacHocTtn



M0 TIONJIEPIKAHUIO  MEXAYHApONHOTO Mupa u  0e30racHOCTH,
a HE BOTIPOCH! MPECTH)Xa U BHYTPHUIIOJIUTHYECKON TIOBECTKH HHS TeX
WM MHBIX rocypapcts. [lpussiBaeMm Kannunato B CoBeT NpOsSBUTH
OTBETCTBEHHBIM  MOJAXON W  PYKOBOACTBOBATLCS  HMHTEpeECAMU
Opranvzanug.

brumu 051 IpU3HATENBHE 33 PACIIPOCTPaHeHHe JaHHOTO ITHChHMa
B KadecTBe odunmansHoro nokymenta 70-ii ceccum ['enepanpHOU
Accambnen OOH mo mynkty 112 (a) ee moBecTkH JHS.

[Ipamute, Bame IlpeBocxoauTenscTBO, yBEpeHHsS B Moel

BLICOKOM YBaXXCHUU,

TT.nsuues

H.o. TTocTosHHOrO NpeacTaBuTens
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Unofficial translation

New York, 30 June 2016
Excellency,

We took note of the intention of Italy and the Netherlands
to split the term of work on the UN Security Council following
the stalemate during the election of non-permanent Members
on 28 June 2016. We assume that this case is exceptional and will not
set — at this stage of the Council’s activities — a precedent or introduce
a practice of agreed “fragmenting” of two-year terms, which
would have a negative impact on the Council's effectiveness
and functionality.

This is the motivation behind our letter. It should not be viewed
as directed against any country, whose candidacy is being considered
by the General Assembly for the final non-permanent seat.

We see the aforementioned arrangement as being solely bilateral
and having no impact on prerogatives of Member States during
the vote on the candidates. We expect that we may hear objections
and that from a formal viewpoint such a step would not
be in contradiction with the Rules of Procedure of the General
Assembly or previous practices.

We would like to note that last time the decision to split the term

was taken in a remote sixties — over 50 years ago. After the Council's

H.E. Mr. Mogens Lykketoft
President of the General Assembly

United Nations
New York
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enlargement in 1965 and the introduction of the regional representation
principle, such practice became outdated. Whenever there was
a dispute, usually either one of the candidates withdrew or a third,
“compromise” country was nominated.

This is not unfounded: over the last fifty years the intensity
of the Security Council activities has grown manifold. The Council
holds over 400 meetings a year and adopts several dozen resolutions
and other decisions. Besides, elected Members lead its subsidiary
bodies, including sanctions committees. This requires serious
preparation and certain time to “get up and running”.

Accordingly, we believe that splitting up the term does not meet
the goals of sustainable and uninterrupted operations of the Council
and can impact its ability to respond to crises in a prompt and effective
manner. We are deeply frustrated with the inability of the West
European and Others Group to decide on a consensus candidate, which
led to the current stalemate.

We are convinced that the absolute priority should remain
the effectiveness of the Council’s activities aimed at maintaining
international peace and security, and not the issues of prestige
or domestic political agenda for certain members. We call on
the candidates to the Council to show a responsible approach and act
on interests of the Organization.

We would appreciate the circulation of this letter
as an official document of the 70" Session of the UN General
Assembly under item 112 (a) of its agenda.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest

consideration.
i '/

Petr Iliichev
Chargé d’ Affaires, a.l.



