1.

Oral Statement by the Secretariat in connection with draft

resolution A/C;2/65/70,ventitled “International Year for

Sustainable Energy for All”

This oral statement is made in accordance with rule 153 of the Rules-
of Procedure of the General Assembly.

In operative paragraphs 1 ahd 3 of the draft resolution, the General
Assembly would: :

(a) “Decide to declare 2012 as the International Year of Sustainable
Energy for All; and

(b)  Request the Secretary-General, in consultation with relevant
agencies within the United Nations system and the UN Energy, and
mindful of the provisions of the annex to the Economic and Social
Council’s resolution 1980/67, to organize and coordinate activities
to be undertaken during the Year 2012.”

Attention of the Second Committee is brought to the following
paragraphs of the annex to the Economic and Social = Council’s
resolution 1980/67, (a full copy of the resolution and its annex is
attached for reference):

(a) “A year . should not be >proclaimed. before basic arrangements

‘necessary for its financing have been made and.such financing should

in principle be based on voluntary contributions (paragraph 13);

(b) A year. should not be proclaimed before basic arrangements

_ necessary for its organization have been made (paragraph 14); and

{c) The proclamation of international years and activities connected
with them should not lead to a proliferation of posts in the United
Nations Secretariat or in the secretariats of other international
organizations; furthermore, expenditures should normally be met from
existing resources in the regular budget” (paragraph 21).

‘Mindful of the provisions indicated above, the Secretary-General

would organize and finance the activities in principle by voluntary
contributions (paragraphs 13 and 14) and expenditures incurred in
celebrating the - international year would be met from existing
resources in the regular budget (paragraph 21). Further, it is the
understanding of the secretariat that conferénce services for
meetings and documentation related to the celebration would be
provided on as available basis. Therefore, should the draft

‘resolution be adopted, no additional requirements would. arise under
the programme budget for the biennium 2010-2011. :
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1980/66. Operational activities for development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S8-VI)
and 3202 (S-VI)} of 1 May 1974, containing the Declar-
ation and the Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX)
of 12 December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S5-VII) of
16 September 1975 on development and international
econoemic co-operation,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 32/197 of
20 December 1977, and in particular paragraph 5 (d) of
section II, and section V, of the annex thereto,

Mindfid of the importance of implementmg fully and
without undue delay the recommendations contained in

. General Assembly resolution 32/197,

Recallzng also General Assembly resolution 33/201 of
29 January 1979,

Reaffirming the continued validity of General Assembly

-resolutions 2688 (XXV)- of 11 December 1970 and

3405 (XXX of 28 November 1975,

Mindful of its role, in particular under Articles 62
and 66 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Mindful also of the importance of implementing the

‘decision contained in paragraph 7 of its resolution

1768 (LIV) of 18 May 1973,

Having examined the report by the Director-General
for Development and International Economic Co-oper-
ation on some policy issues pertaining fo operational
activities for development undertaken by the United
Nations system,™

Having examined also the report of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination on the work of is
twentieth session ™ and the report of the Chairman of the
Commitiee for Programme and Co-ordination and the
Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordi-
nation on the Joint Meetings of the two Committees,”

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the

* Director-General for Development and International.

Economic Co-operation on some policy issues pertaining
to operational activities for development undertaken
by the United Nations system and the suggested approach
to the policy issues contained therein;

2. Recommends that the General Assembly should -
invite the Secretary-General to transmit the report of the
Director-General to the organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system; :

3. Recommends also that the General Assembly at its

~ thirty-fifth session should consider and select issues

for appropriate action, in the light of the recornmendations
contained in the report of the Director-General and the

*® See Af35/224 and Corr.1.

% Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Sesszon,
Supplemenr No. 38 (A]35/38).

7 Ej1980/75 and Corr.i.
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discussion in the Council at its second regular session
of 1980;

4, Invites the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth
session, taking into account the recommendations of the
report of the Directof-General and the discussion in
the Council at its second regular session of 1980, to
consider and agree upon the contents of and the pro-
cedures for regular policy reviews in future years, with
particular reference to technical co-operation supported
by appropriate statistical material, bearing in mind the
orientation in the longer term of the operational activities
of the United Nations system, as well as their contribution
to the implementation of the new international develop-
ment strategy;

5. Invites the General Assembly to give consideration
to grouping within a single analytical framework all
types of operational activities for development of the
United Nations system, to be accompanied by relevant
statistical material, without prejudice to the relationship
agreements between the United Nations and the specnal-
jzed agencms

6. Invites the General Assembly to request the Dxrec-
tor-General to submit reports biennially on future
policy reviews of operational activities, paying particular

attention to the issues selected by the General Assembly

for conszderahon
45th plenary meeting
25 July 1980

1980/67. International years and anniversaries

The Economic and Social Council,

Recognizing the contribution that the celebration of
international years can make to the furtherance of
international co-operation and understanding,

Mindful of the need to consider carefully proposals
for the designation of interpational vears and anniver-
saries, :

Recalling its resolation 1368 (XLV) of 2 August 1968,
in which it expressed the hope that new proposals for
the designation of international years and anniversaries
would be avoided except on the most important oc-
casions,

Recalling also its resolution 1800 (L'V) of 7 August 1973

- and Genperal Assembly resolution 3170 (XXVIID of

17 December 1973,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the .
Secretary-General on international years and anpiver-
saries,™ submitted pursuant to Council decision 1979/64
of 3 August 1979, and of the revised guide-lines for
futare interpational years contained in paragraph 29
of the addendum to that report,

1. Adoprs the guide-lines contained in the annex to
the present resolution as its criteria and procedures with
regard to future proposals for international years;

™ E/1980/64 and Add.1. '



2. Submits those criteria and procedures to the
General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fifth
session;

3. Invites the respective legislative organs of the
specialized agencies and orgamzations of the United
Nations system to adopt those criteria and procedures;

4, Also invites States Members of the United Nations
to take those criteria and procedures into account in
congidering proposals for ‘international years.

45th plenary meetmg
25 July 1980

ANNEX
Guide-lines for foture international years

X Criteria for the proclamation of international years

1. The proposed subject of the year should be consmtent with
the purposes and principles of the United Mations, as stated in the
Charter of the United Nations.

2, The subject should be of priorty concern in the pohtxcal
social, economic, cultural, humanitarian or human rights fields.

"3.. The stbject should be of concern to all or to the majority
of countries, regardless of their economic and social systems, and

Econorsic and Social Council, to enable the Council, in so far as
the proposals fall within its competence, to advise on the timing -
of the proposed years and to evalpate their purpose in the hght of
the present guide-lines.

13. A vear should not be proclaired before the basic arrange-
ments necessary for its financing have been made and such f}nancmg

’ siaould in pnncx;gle be based on voiuntary conmbutmns

should contribute to the development of intérnational co-operation

in solving global problems, with specizl attention to problems af-
fecting developing countries.

4, The desirability of proclaiming international years and the
selection of their themes should in general be determined from the

point of view of their possible contribution to solving existing .

international problems, thus contributing to the sirengthening of
_umversal peace.

5. 'The subject should be ons mvoivmg action at the inter-
national and national levels.

6. The subject should be one for winch there is a reasonable
expeciation’ that an international year would generate sigoificant
follow-up at both the national and the international level in the
form of new activities or the strengthening of existing ones.

7. Every effort should be made to ensure that there is an mterval

of at least two years between infernational years and a lomger

interval between vears designated for similar subjects.

8. Years should be des1gnated to focus on one subject or on
closely related subjects.

9. Intérnational years slzould be proclatmed on]y when cele-
brations of shorter diration, such as a month, a weeic or a day,
will not suffice.

10. When a world conference on a particular subject has been
" or is being separately convened, or when a subject is alteady of

wide intemational' concern and effective organizations aand pro-

grammes exist to further its ends, an interpational year should not
normally be prociarmed

IL. Procedures precedmg the proclamatmn of international years a

11. A final decision on 2 proposal for an international year
should be taker by the General Assembly, not earfier than one full

year after the introduction of the proposal, thus allowing the views
of all Member States o be taken into account and allowing the-

competent organs to make a thorough assessment of the proposal
in the light of its practical desirability and the probability of real
results.

12. Proposals for mtemat:onal years made under the auspices
of organizations within the United Nations system should, before
the proclamation of the years, be brought to the attention of the
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14 A year should not be. proc}a:med hefore the basic arxange~
ments necessary for its organization have been made,

III. Procedures for orgam‘zing the celebration af international years

15. The basic objectives of each year should be clearly defined.

16. In general, there should be a period of two years between
the proclamation of an mternatlonal year and the begmnmg of .
that year.

- 17. Years having econamic or social themes should be pr;.manly
directed towards premotmg international development efforts in
practical ways.

18, Measures and activities to be carried out at the mtematmnal
level should complement and support measures and actmt1es at
the national jevel.

19, There shouild o'rdmanly ‘be national committees or “other
mechanisms for preparing for, conducting and following up the
international year at the national level. .

20. There should he effective co—ordmatmn of the actmties of
all United Nations organizations and bodies coxacerned 50 \as to
ayoid any duplication of activities. :

21. The proclamation of, international years and gctmtxes con-
nected W1th them,: ah,oul not le: to vé_&»grohferat: of posts in tl;e
other it
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United Natlggs Secretariat or in the _secretarials o
national organizations; furthermore, expend.ttures iou
Egﬁié'f'ﬁfem existing resotrcesdn.ihe regﬁf” rﬁi‘i&'ﬁm: T

27, As a rule; special secretariats estabhshed for the celebration
of international years should be dissolved immediately upon ‘the
conclusion of those years,

VY. Procedures for the evaluation of international years '

23. Bach international year should have ob;ectwes likely to Iead L
to identifiable and practical results. :

24, Procedures for evaluation should be estabhshed durmg the
preparatory process and should form part of the zmplcmematton
and follow-up of each international year.

25. . Bvaluation should, inter aIza, assess the activities generated
during the year and continuing after the year ends, as well as
modifications in ongoing activities attributable to the year, with 4
view to integrating those activities, il necessary, in regular pro--
grammes. !

26. Evaluation after the year should be ‘based on. repomng
arrangements designed especially for the subject of the infernational
year; it should facilitate the follow-up process and it should prov:de' .
guidance for future international years. i

27. Evaluation should be carried out within the budgetary re- .
sources provided, and the results of such -evaluation should be
submitted to the existing appropnate ;ntergovernmcntal bodxes for
consideration. .

+~1980/68. Co-operation in the uses of the sea zmd
coastal area development

The Economic and Social Councz’l,

Recalling its resolutions 1970 (LIX) of 30 July 1975
on the uses of the sea and coastal area development and
2099 (LXIID) of 3 August 1977 on co-operation in coastal
area development,






