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BackgroundBackground

Convention on Biological 
 Diversity (CBD) has three 
 objectives:

• Conservation of biological 
 diversity

• Sustainable use of its 
 components 

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from 
 the use of genetic resources



BD thus provides for an equity relationship: 

AccessAccess to genetic to genetic 
resourcesresources

Fair & equitable sharing of Fair & equitable sharing of 
benefitsbenefits derived from their derived from their 

utilizationutilization

in exchange 
for

BackgroundBackground

The Nagoya Protocol aims at providing a legal framework that creates 

 clarity, transparency and legal certainty for the equity relationship 

 of the CBD

Conservation & Conservation & 
sustainable use sustainable use 
of biodiversityof biodiversity

contributing to

contributing to
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Presentation Notes
The CBD provides for an equity dimension: Access to genetic resources in exchange for the sharing of benefits derived from their use.



While the Convention establishes the basis for access and benefit-sharing, many countries had difficulties implementing these general provisions. There were also difficulties with misappropriation of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge and ensuring that mutually agreed terms were being complied with.

International community thus agreed to negotiations to further elaborate the ABS provisions of the Convention.

Result was the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization, which was adopted at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010.

Nagoya Protocol elaborates the equity relationship of the Convention by providing a legal framework that increases legal certainty, clarity and transparency thus building trust between users and providers
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The ABCThe ABC’’s of ABSs of ABS

• Access ‐
 

users seeking access to genetic resources must:
• Get permission from the provider country (known as prior informed consent  

 
PIC)

• Benefit‐sharing ‐
 

provider and user must:
• Negotiate an agreement to share benefits resulting from the use of a genetic 

 
resource (known as mutually agreed terms or MAT)

• Compliance – Nagoya Protocol creates obligations to:
• Comply with national ABS legislation and mutually agreed terms
• Monitor the utilization of genetic resources


 

Checkpoints


 

Internationally recognized certificate of compliance

• Protocol also address access to traditional knowledge associated

 

with
genetic resources, benefit‐sharing from the use of such 

 knowledge, and compliance with ABS legislation on 

 such knowledge



Nagoya Protocol –

 

Status of signature, and ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
As of October 28th, 2013

CBD Parties that have ratified or acceded to the Protocol:

 

26

Parties that signed Protocol by closing date for signature (1 Feb 2012)

Parties that did not sign and have not yet acceded to the Protocol

Countries that are not Parties to the CBD

Albania, Bhutan, Botswana, Albania, Bhutan, Botswana, 

 

Comoros,Comoros,

 

Côte dCôte d’’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Egypt Ivoire, Ethiopia, Egypt 

 

Fiji, Gabon, GuineaFiji, Gabon, Guinea‐‐Bissau, Honduras, Bissau, Honduras, 

 

India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lao PDR, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lao PDR, 

 

Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia, 

 

Mongolia, Norway, Panama, Rwanda, Mongolia, Norway, Panama, Rwanda, 

 

Syrian AR, Seychelles, South Africa, Syrian AR, Seychelles, South Africa, 

 

Tajikistan.Tajikistan.

* DISCLAIMER: The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the 

 

Convention on Biological Diversity concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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26 countries have ratified or acceded to the Protocol to date

We are very pleased to have received word that Egypt has deposited its instrument of ratification this week. It is my great pleasure to welcome Egypt to the growing community of countries that have joined the Nagoya Protocol

With the ratification by Egypt, we have surpassed the 50 ratifications/accessions required for the Protocol to enter into force

Aware that many other countries are undertaking the necessary steps to ratify the Protocol. A number of these countries are in the final stages and we anticipate more ratifications to come by the end of this year
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Progress towards entry into force: Progress towards entry into force: 
Key national actionsKey national actions



• GEF Medium‐sized project to support early entry into force of NP

• GEF Regional projects in Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa and 

 ASEAN in support of the Nagoya Protocol

• Nagoya Protocol Implementation Fund 
o Includes project on ‘Global Support for the Entry into Force of the Nagoya 

 Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing’

 

being implemented by UNEP 

• CBD Secretariat activities
o CBD Secretariat carrying out a series of workshops in 2013‐2014 beginning with 

 
Pacific (November 2013) and Asia (December 2013). 

o Other regions will be covered in first half of 2014

o E‐learning modules under development

Progress towards entry into force: Progress towards entry into force: 
Support to countriesSupport to countries



Progress towards entry into force: Progress towards entry into force: 
 ABS ClearingABS Clearing‐‐HouseHouse



Progress towards entry into force: Progress towards entry into force: 
 AwarenessAwareness‐‐raising materialsraising materials



Next stepsNext steps
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We are confident that the Protocol will receive the 50 ratifications it needs in order to enter into force in time for the first meeting of the Parties to the Protocol to be held concurrently with the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, which will take place next October in the Republic of Korea.

Urge countries that have not yet done so to deposit their instrument of ratification or accession as soon as possible so that they may sit as Parties during the first meeting of the Parties to the Protocol and contribute to the further development of the Protocol.



Aichi target 16: ‘By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol is in force and operational, consistent with national legislation’







Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413 Saint Jacques Street, Suite 800
Montreal, QC, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel: +1 514 288 2220
Fax: + 1 514 288 6588

Email: secretariat@cbd.int
www.cbd.int

ThankThank
 

youyou

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ABS: 

 www.cbd.int/abs
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