PERMANENT MISSION OF DENMARK
TO THE UNITED NATION‘:

‘RefNo.6t.B.2.FNNYC

The Permanent Mission of Denrmark to the United Naticns presents
~irs compliments to the Secretary-General of the Unired NaHons and in reference to
the letter of 9 April 2010 regarding “Status of the Protocols Additional to the
‘ Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of victims of armed
| conflict” (circular note LA/ COD/2), has 1he horiour to submit the following

~ requested information on measures taken o implement the Addirional Protocols o o

“; the Geneva Comrcmmn:. on Lhc behalf of the Govermnem of the ngdom of
, De arl v . .

B Dcnmark ranﬁed the Geneva Convenuons in 1951 and the Addmonal
= irP:otocols in 1982

The Convcnttons :md Addmnnal Protocols a-: well as Oﬂ’llﬁr aspect:s of R

‘ lmtemauonal humamtanan law have becn mtegmted inro Damsh law tlnrough r.he .

- following 1eg151auvc acts and amendments hexzeto t_he C1v1l Dcfensc Act (1 976), the B

‘ ;Mhmry Penal Codc (20()6) l:he Penal Code (1 978), the Mlllta:y Admlmstraﬂon of

~ Justce Act (2006), the Rescoe Prepa:edne is AAct (1 992), 1 the Intemauona] Tribunals o

; ‘fAct (1994), the Execuuvc Ordcr on Weapous and _Ammumuon Act (1 995) :md r_hc
E Intemanonal Cnrmnal C ourt Act (200‘1) o C V

‘ 'I‘bc most recent change was, che 2005 refunn of the Mﬂn ary . Penal
: Code and M.\hta:y Adrmmsm:anon of Justice Act, which ent e:ed into fuxce onl.
‘ V'january 2006. The xcform sepa.ratcd the cc »mpetences of the Mlhm:y Frosecurion
' ~ Service and military commanders. Criminal cases are dealt with by the Prosecution
" Service while disciplinary cases and sanctions imposed in accordance with the
. . ‘Military Disdpﬁna;ty Code are dealt with by milirary commanders. o

. H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon
Secretary General of the Umted N ations
New York




The law reform also inttodnced a decrimir.alization of certain military offences.
Accordingly, the Military Penal Code only covers violations of a more serious
nature. In addition, violations have to be commirred either intentional oz by gross
o ,ncgligcncc, whereas lesser degrees of negligence no longer constitute 2 military
criminal offence. o - ' ' S '

_ In cases where Danish mllltmry personnel are ‘.uspecccd of vxolamons
of the Military Penal Code, the Military Prosecution Service is rcsponsxbl«r: for the
 investigation and prosecution. The Military Prosecution Sexvice, more specifically
~ the Prosecutors General’s Office, is also sponsiblc: for the legal training of Danish
| military legal admsors ‘The scheme was crrated in 1996 ro fulfill the ol vhgatlons 10
: .‘ E facilitate legal : advxce to xmhtary commandfrs in pa::ucular in the ﬁeld of
: ) 1"‘ } ‘hu.mamtanan law prcsc::nbed by Amde 82 of Addmonal PJ otocol I

In addmon vo Mlhmry Pxosecuuon Se:rwce tht xe i the Specnal

L Iutemaﬂonal Crimes Office (SICO). SICC1.was established in 2002 and is part of

B the Damsh Prosecuuon Ser\nce 'I'lns spemﬁc ofﬁce 1s xesponsﬂ)le for mvcsugaung o L

| : and - 1f poss1blc pros¢ cutmg senous cmnes coxmmm:d abroad by prsens

-‘ 4xesuimg in Denma:k Su:lous cmnes mclunle war c::u:nes genoade, crimnes against -
: humamty, tex:ronsm aud torture. In this connecuon, the Dznish Penal Code has -
~ also been amended to provide the Danish courts \mth ;unschcuon over -

convenuonal cnmes cornmmed abroad

‘ Fmally, in ‘1982 the Damsh Govemment’s Red Cross Cornmirtee was
o estabhshed. The Commitree consists of mambers from the Danish Red Cross, .

represenmuves ﬁ:om vanous Damsh xmmsmes aﬂd defense aurhonue\

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon
~ Secretary General of the United Nanons o
’ 'ngm:k T -




The Committee has an advisory and coordinating function with regarcl to the

‘Danish implementation of the humanitarisn law.

The mandare of the Commitiee is to establish the need fot, coordinate
and implement administrative measures to secure the continuous compliance with
. the Additional Protocols and the Geneva Conventions, especially as regatds
: éducational ancl information activities In wddition, the Comnmirtee advises the -
e :, Govemmcnt abour the j Jntatpretanon and appl\cauon of the ::ules of mtemanonal

humammnanlaw. L

: The Pemmnent Mnslon of Denmz:k to the Umted Naticns avails
' 1tse1f of thc opportumty to renew to the Sn-crctary—Gencx:al of thc Umted Nauons

> Vthe assurances of its hlghcst consxdetauon Ao
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-ILE. Mr. Ban Ki-mnoon
Secretary General of the Umtcd Nanons
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