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: The Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations presents its
- compliments to the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations and has the honour
" "with reference to the Secretary-General’s Note Verbal No. LA/COD/2 of 9 April 2010,
- ‘i'nviting the Member States to submit relevant information for inclusion in the report of
o ‘ Conventlons relatmg to the protec‘uon of v1ct1ms of armed CODﬂlCtS and on measures .
: ‘taken to strengthen ! the mtemanonal humamtanan law, requested in paragraph 11 of
o '*General Assembly resolutlon 63/ 125, to tra.nsmlt the followmg repoxt by the = (R
s .Govemment of the Federal chubhc of Germany i

o The Permanent stsxon of Germany 10. the Umted Natlons avalls 1tse1f of thlc : .
i opportumty to renew to the Ofﬁce of Legal Affalrs of the Umted Natmns the assurances
e "of its hlghest con51derat10n *: L : L :
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Status of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Relating to the
protection of victims of armed conflicts
Umted Nations General Assembly resolution 63/125 of 11 December 2008
Information submitted by Germany

1. Germany has been a party to the Geneva Conventjons of 12 August 1949 since 1954 and to
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) as well as to Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II) since 1991. Furthermore, Germany
has made a declaration pursuant to article 90 of Protocol I recognizing the competence of the

- International Fact-Finding Commission. Germany ratified the Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive

“Emblem (Protocol IIT) in 2008. Furthermore, in 2009 Germany ratified the Second Protocol to the
- Hague Conventlon of 1954 for the Protectron of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed ol

o ; Conﬂxct

2. An expert group comprising representatives of the Federal Foreign Office, the Mmrshy of the
" Interior, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Justice and the German Red Cross, as well as
- law professors specialized in international humanitarian law, advises the Government on matters

: relatmg to the 1mplernentatxon, development and dxssemmanon of mternatronal humamtarran law RERRE '

3 The Federal Mmrstry of Defence is respon51ble for the nnplementatron of the norms of
_“international humamtanan law within the German armed forces, the Bundeswehr. As provrded

 for by the law governing the legal status of soldrers instruction in mtematronal humanrtanan law ": S '

and 1n other mtematronal regulatrons agreements and comnutments constitutes part of the -

fundamental knowledge personnel recerve ﬁuther m—depth mstructron in tlllS sub_]ect as part of

“their training and education programme, preparing them to be commrssmned and noncomnnssroned o
- “officers, commensurate with their respective level of service. Under Zentrale - R '

Drenstvorschnft (ZDv) 15/1 (Humanitarian Law in Armed Conflicts — Basic Prmcrples), ZDv
15/2 (Humamtarran Law in Armed Conflicts — Manual), ZDv 15/3 (Humanitarian Law in. E
levels have : access 0 the pertment - international treaties. Fleld cards with specrﬁc questlons and
descrlptlon of situations supplement this information. Units selected for operations abroad
‘receive extra trammg on legal components dnectly related to therr mxssron and thelr operatlonal
areae"»zt*mw . V R A o T , :

4 Germany actwely supports the Internatlonal Crnmnal Court (ICC) Legrslatlve measures

" "concerning the implementation of the Rome Statute were incorporated into German domestic law .

~ in June 2002. Amendments to domestic criminal law concerning vertical cooperation between
‘Germany and ICC are contained in a separate code in order to achieve transparent and coherent
-regulation of the cooperation with ICC (Gesetz iiber die Zusammenarbeit mit dem Internationalen
. Strafgerichtshof), conceding to ICC, to the extent possrble all measures of Judrcral cooperatlon
avarlable between States. : :

5. Furthermore, a special penal Code of Crimes against International Law

_(Volkerstrafgesetzbuch) was adopted that penalizes crimes in domestic law that would fall within
_ the jurisdiction of ICC or is punishable under customary . mternatronal law such as genomde R
crnnes agamst humamty and war crimes. S . -




6. German support for ICC is also reflected in the constructive dialogue with nations that so far
have not signed or ratified the Rome Statute. Germany remains committed to the universality and
integrity of the Rome Statute as laid down in EU Council Common Position of 16 June 2003 on
the International Criminal Court. In addition, via numerous bilateral contacts, Germany has
shared its experience with other nations concerning the question of implementation of the Rome
Statute.

7. Germany also continues to support and cooperate with the International Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia and the International Cummal Tnbunal for Rwanda and supports the Specral Court

‘ 'for Sierra Leone.

8. Germany supports the Special Tribunal for Lebanon established in accordance with Resolution

_ 1757 (2007) of the Security Council as well as the Extraordinary Chambers in the Court System of

Cambodia. As one of the major donors to the budgets of these trrbunals Germany is
a member of thelr Management / Steerrng Commrttees : S

: . 9 Germany is mtensely mvolved in ﬁghtmg the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons as
well as the use of anti-personnel landmines. As State party to the Ottawa Convention, Germany

" does not produce or export anti-personnel landmines. It has also signed and implemented a .

| __MayBe Deemed toBe Excessrvely Injurious or to. Have Indrscrrmmate Effects, with the, consent

~ number of international agreements regarding small arms and light weapons. In the framework of -

. - the Organlzatron for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Germany has mtroduced V
, together with Norway and the Netherlands, prmclples on brokermg of small arms and hght ;.

: "?weapons that were adopted in Dec ‘ . G

: 10 On ’71 December 2001 the Second Revrew Conference of the States Partles to the , E
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certam Conventronal Weapons Which -

. cof Germany, adopted a Final Document extendmg the scope of the Convention and its annexed -

.+ Protocols to armed conflicts not ofan international character. Germany deposrted the instrument -
* " of acceptance with the Secretary-General on 26 January 2005. The amendment entered into force

for Germany on 26 July 2005. Germany deposited its instrument of ratification of Protocol V to . S

o ~;‘mak1ng 1t the ﬁfth country to do 50.. "

" the Convention, on Explosive Remnants of War wrth the Secretary—General on 3 March 7005

‘ _11 'Ihe German F ederal Govermnent ra‘uﬁed the Conventron on Cluster Mumtrons on 8 June

~2009. The Convention will enter into force on 1 August 2010. Already on 29 May 2008 Germany B

5 - unilaterally renounced, with 1mmed1ate effect, the use of all types, of cluster munmons
' Furthermore 1t wrll destroy its remammg stocks as fast as 1t can.. RSN :

12, Germany actrvely promotes and drssemmates Intematronal Humanltarlan Law. In 2007 the
‘German Federal Foreign Office, the German Federal Ministry of Defense and the German Red
" Cross have published and broadly distributed the collection “Documents on International

" . Humanitarian Law” , containing documents of central 1mportance to mternatronal humamtarran o

- law in the Enghsh and German languages




