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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

We join other delegations in congratulating you on your election to the Chairmanship of the
Sixth Committee. We look forward to working closely with you in the way forward, and assure

you of our full support and cooperation.

We align ourselves with the statements delivered on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic

Cooperation, and the Non-Aligned Movement.

Afghanistan condemns terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. By now, we all are
convinced this evil phenomenon is global in nature, and to be defeated, requires a concerted and

unified approach.
Mr. Chairman,
Afghanistan continues to be one of the main victims of terrorism. Despite the major

transformation in Afghan society towards democratization, improvements in health and

education sectors, the building of our infrastructure, and advances in fundamental freedoms and
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liberties, our people still suffer from the horror of terrorism. The evil desire of terrorists to

prevent our success, a peaceful and stable Afghanistan, has yet to be abandoned.

Nevertheless, our commitment to defeating this scourge at the national, regional and international
level is as strong as ever. Our counter-terrorism approach constitutes a core pillar of our national
security strategy. Through the security transition, our security forces have taken charge of
security responsibilities thronghout the country. Our national army and police are in the front
line of all counter-terrorism operations. In this respect, scores of terrorists and enemy combatants
have been killed, captured and brought to justice. Moreover, hundreds of terrorist plots were

averted in various parts of the country.

Our people have suffered immensely in terms of human and material loss. We have lost
thousands of our soldiers and officers in our struggle against terrorism. And many more were
maimed and wounded. In our pursuit of a lasting peace in our country, our counter-terrorism

efforts will continue unabated.

Having said that, we hope to see concrete efforts for the elimination of terrorist sanctuaries and
support centers located outside Afghanistan, which represent the main source of the violence and

terror in our country.

Experience has shown that our region is particularly prone to the menace of terrorism.  We in
Afghanistan see regional cooperation to be a necessity to rooting out terrorism in our part of the
world. In this respect, we are working closely with our immediate and distant neighbors,

bilaterally, trilaterally and through other initiatives, such as the Istanbul Process.
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We are encouraged by the outcome of President Karzai’s recent visit to Pakistan, where detailed
discussions were held on enhancing joint efforts to defeat terrorism, and advance our Afghan-led

peace and reconciliation process.

Mr. Chairman,

All States are obligated to fulfill their responsibility to combat international terrorism. In this
respect, we underscore full compliance with, and implementation of relevant General Assembly
and Security Council resolutions. These include the Declaration on Measures to Eliminate
International Terrorism, adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 49/60, and Security
Council resolution 1373, which call on states to refrain from providing support and assistance to

terrorists.

We continue to adjust our national counter-terrorism legislation, to correspond with international
legal frameworks to combat terrorism. We commend the important work being done by the
Counter-Terrorism Prevention Branch of UNODC. Our national counter-terrorism practitioners
are taking part in a number of counter-terrorism workshops and seminars, focusing on capacity-
building. We are steadily strengthening our capacity, and working to implement the 13

international conventions and protocols dealing with terrorism, to which we are party.

Mr. Chairman,

We fully support the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, representing the overall framework

for international efforts to defeat terrorism. We welcome the outcome of the 3™ Review in June
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of last year, and look forward to the 4™ review. We concur with the assessment that the Strategy

should be implemented in a balanced manner, with due consideration to all 4 pillars.

The work of the counter-terrorism committees 1267/1989, 1373 and 1540 are at the center of the
Security Council counter-terrorism focus. . For our part, we have increased inter-agency
coordination, to ensure consistent reporting on implementation to relevant Security Council

committees.

Mr. Chairman,

The creation of the International Center for Countering Terrorism was a milestone, helping to
enhance counter-terrorism cooperation, and strengthen capacity in States, both of which are
essential for the implementation of Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. We are of the view the
UN will best be able to lead international counter-terrorism efforts by way of increased
coordination and coherence among relevant UN agencies. In this respect, we applaud the work

being done by the Counter-terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF).

We echo the call of other speakers in highlighting the need to achieve the early conclusion of the
Comprehensive Convention for Combating International Terrorism. We commend the work
being done by the Ad-Hoc Committee established by General Assembly Resolution 51/210 of 17
December 1996. We must look forward, and work to resolve, outstanding issues causing the

impasse in negotiations.

I Thank You.

Tel: (212) 972-1212 633 THIRD AVENUE, 27" FLOOR FAX: (212) 972-1216
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017




