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LEETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS NUOLATING MISITA JUNGTINESE TAUTOSE
FERMANKENT MISSION OF LITHUANIATO THE UNITED NATIONS

No. SN78- f14

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations snd, with reference to
the Note LA/COI/2, has the honowr to transmit herewith the information provided by
the relevant national authorities of the Republic of Lithwania, as it was requested in
paragraph 13 of the United Nativns General Assetnbly resolution 67/93 entitled “Statws of
the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of
victims of armed conflicts™

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the United Nations avails itsclf of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurances of its

highest consideration.

Enclosure: 5 pages.

N Yoik, 30 May 2014

H. E. My, Ban Kimoon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New ¥oilk



sReport on the staiys of the Additions] Protoculs to the Geneve Conventinns of 1949 relnding to e

protection of victims of armed confliets, 8% well u¢ on mensures faken to strengthen the existing
budy of international humaniterian law, inter alis, with respevt to jts divemination and full
implementntion at the national lovel.

{Aocording to the Resolution adopted by the Generol Assembly 67/93 14 Decembar 2012 ,,Status of the
Provacols Additiond fo the Geneva Cowventions of 1948 and relating io the protection of viotlms of avmad
cordlices™)

1. Legal bockground

Tha Rapub!m of Lithuania has adopted monistic approach towards the implémentation of intermational
cotiventions in national legal system. Article 135 of the Constitution of the Republis of Lithuania provides
that Lithoania in fmplementing it forefgn poliey shall foltow the universaily recognised prlnciplas and
nottns of internatonsl lpw. In accordanoe with the Avtlcle 138 of the Constitution, international resties
ratfled by Seimas of the Republic of Lithueania shall be conatituent pert of the nationa! legs system.

The commitnent to abide by the treaties that have enteved fnto fores Is reinforced in the Law on Treaties.
Moragver, The Law on Trastiey ssiablishes the prevailing character of ratifisd inernational teenties over
the national laws in case of inconalstency.

These provieions ensure the most favourable condiiions for the implementation of the lntemanonal
humanitarian law,

The Republie of Lithuania is a Btate Party to afl majer instrunents of the international humanitarlin law,
including the 1949 Getieva Conventions and the 1977 and 2005 Additfonal Protacols to the Conventions
{ratified scoordingly In 2000 and 2067).

2. International Fact-Finding Commission

. By ratifying the Geneva Conventions and thair Additional Protocols Lithuania declared that it recognises
Ipsa facto and without spesisl agreement the competence of the Internetional Fast-Finding Commission
according to Articla 90 of the T Additional Protozol to the Geneva Conventions,

In 2011 st the meeting of the High Coniracting Parties the Lithusnian representstive - dr. Justines
Zilinslas, law professor of the Mykolas Romeris University — was elected the membor of the Tntarnational
Fact-Finding Commission.

3. Lithuanian National Commission on the Inplementution of the International Humariiorian Law

“The Ministry of National Defence (hereinafier — the MoD) i3 responsible for the coordination of the
implementation of the international hwmanitarian law within the Stata.

The Commission on the Implementation of the Intemnational Hummnitarlee Law (herinafter — the
Comihission) was established in 2001 as an advisory body to the Minister of Natlonal Defenca, Adcording
te the Regulation of the Commission, its principal tagk is to pravide assistanee in performing the said
funetion of the Ministry with regard tp coordination of the nations! implementation of the Inteynational
humanitarias law. Despite the fact that the Commisglon functions under the ausplces of the MoD, it is the
inter-minlsterigl coordinating body- composed of ropresentatives from the Naticnal Defetice System,
Ministry of Justice, Minisiry of Foreign Affelrs, Minlstry of Health, Minisny of Colture, Ministry of
Edueatlon and Selence, Ministry of Interior, Evtopesn Law Departnent uwnder the Ministry of Jugtee,
Lithuanien Red Cross Society, Lithuanien National UNEBCO Cominission and leadlng univaraities.

The mandate of the Commission I3 quite extensive, The ohjectives of the Commission ars as follow:




+ To carry #nalysis of the situastion reparding the implementation of the interwattone] humanitarian
law in Lithuanis, heluding Lithuanin's panicipation in mudtilateral intematisnal agreements —
joining the apresments, implementation of the provisions of these apreements, dissemination of tho
docwrnients on internations) hwomitedan law, tesching lnternations] humanitarian law within
milftary and oivil velnlag ingtiniions end investigation of the violatlons and thelr prevention
isgues;

v" To submit proposals on the implementation of the internationsal huwmenitarian law to the leadership
of the MoD) and the Armed Forces and to other instlutlons which do not belong fo the Natinpal
Defence Syaten,

¥ To digseminate information on the internetional humanitarian law within militaries snd soeiety by
Injtiatlng translations of the imternational humanitarjan lew documents into the Lithuanian
language and pubiishing them or placing in the wehsita of the MoD;

v To initiate or provide assistance in arranging courses, workshops, seminers or cenfersnces o
insues regarding the mplementation of the International ntanitarian law.

4. Implementation meastres

The sat of implemantation measures was teken efter accession to the intspnatiorisl instruments of the
international humanitarian Jaw infer afia implementation measures of the Additional Protocols relsting to
the protection of victms of anmed conflists.

Methods sad means of warfere. The Republic of Lithuania recognises and tespects tha basic rules
gnshrined in Art. 35 of the T Additicnal Protocel and the general principle that in any armed conflict, the
right of the Parties to the confliet to choase methods or means of warfare 12 not nolimited.

The Republic of Lithuanis iz a State party to the Convention on Prohibition or Restriction on the Use of
Corlain Conventionai Weapons, which may be deemed to be cxcessively injuriows or (o have
indiscriminate Effect (CCW) as well 55 to sl its Protocols and Amended Article f

Lithuania has long been active in promeling development, implementation and universelisation of OCW,
From 2006 1ill 2013 it chaired several OCW meetings and served as w Coordinater for different
programmrs. Seeking to fplement provizions of the Protocol V of CCW, a Programme for the Clearance
and Prevantion of Explosive Remnants of War was approved by the Government in 2007 (in 2013 it was
amended and spproved by the Order of Minister of Nationa} Defence and Minister of Tnterlor), Lithuania
is & mine free country and no specific mine clearance programmes sre regquired, howsver there i3 a cortain
dugiea of contamination by explosive remnants of war (ER'W) left from the First and the Second World
Wars as well az Soviet ovcupation, Marking and elesrance aetivities started in summer 2008, TIH the pnd
of 2013 the Lithuanisn Armed Foroes EOD platoon ¢hecked amd cleaned over 252 ha of polluted
teritories #nd found over 11 300 pieges of different explosive ardnanes (imortar, snti-vekicle and anti-
pessonnel mines, shells, prenadas, aviation bortbs, ammunition ste.).

The Republic of Lithuania i & State Party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Uss, Stockpiling,
Production and Transter of Antispersonnel Mines and on their Destructian.

Lithuania hae long been actively enpaged in the efforts of international community to probiblt anti-
persannel mines, Feom 20035 till 2011 it served several thmes ag a Co-mapportsur and as a Co-Cheir of the
Btending Committee for Stookpils Destruciion. Lithania destroyed its antl-personnel mines in 2004,

The Republic of Littmanie signed the Convention on Cluster Munitions on 3 December 2008 at the
Signing Conference in Osla, The Convention entered into force for Lithuania on 1 Septamber 2011,




Pending Convention’s eniry inbo foree, Lithnania spplied provisionslly its Auticle 1, [t also subinined & -
voluntary transparency report under Convention’s Article 7 in 2011

]n Zﬁﬂ’? Llﬂluaman Parlxamcm rat!fiad the IH Additionl Protocol 1o the Geneva Conventons,
Subsequently all necessary amendments of ralated natlonal Jegislation were adopted in order to fully
implement III Additional Pretocol (smendraents to the Criminal Code, Code of Administrative Offences
and Law on the Lithusnisn Red Cross Society, the emblem and designotion of the Red Cross, Red
Cregeent and Red Crystal).

‘The tegislation protects all three distinctive emblens, fepulates the protective vaee and the indicative use of
the distinctive emblems a3 well as provides sanctions is case of viclation.

In 2011 the Criming} Code of the Republic was amended in order to delimit and distinguish between
international humanitarian faw protected emblams and names from other vndversatly recognized emblemsy
end names thet may be of a commercial or industrial purpose.

Also, prectical measures to protect the emblems are taken by the Lithnanian Red Cross Seciety. Violatots
are addressed and informed about the provisions of the laws apd the sanctions. Law Enforcement
Instiutions ate also infored about the gravest trespassers. In case it proves to be inefficient, the cases are
rafierted to the police fur legal procadure, During 2012-2013 4 vialators were wamned due to the pratection
of the illegal use of the Red Cross emblem. All thess cases were salved by peacefi] apreemants without
taking police procedures.

The: Lithuanian Red Crogs Soalety also nontinues to spresd lnformation sbout the funotions and proper use
of the distinctive signs (lechires and information campaigns for medicn! personnel, joumalists, students
ect.}).

Lithuenia iz a State Party to the 1954 Hague Convention for the protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocols, From 2005 till 2011 Litkuania was a member of the
Connittee for the Proleetion of Cultueal Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.

On the initiative of the Commisslon on implementation of the Iternational Humsnitarion Law, in 2004 a
position of a Chief Specialist for the protection of culiural heritage was established in the Lithuanian
Armed Forces, The main task for this Specialist i to coordinaie and enaure implementation of the
Convention in the National Defénce Systes,

19 immovable culture! heritage objects — buildings in Lithuanis are marked with a distinctive emblem of
the 1954 Hague Genvention (according-to-Chepter V -{i'me digtinctive emblomn) of the 1954 Hague
Convention).

In Decomber 2011 at the meating of the Committes for the Pmteﬁtlun of Cultural Properiy in the Event of
Armed Conflict the enkianced protection was pranted for Kemave Avehasolopienl sita (Cultueal Reserve of
Hernave) in Lithvenia.

Legal advisers in arme CE.
Secking to imploment Article 82 of the 1 Protoool of the Qemcve Conventions, (he Natlonal Coneepl of
militory legal advisers was appraved n 2006 by the Order of the Minlster of Nationsl Defence, It
deterinines status of [egal advisers In the Armed Forces, functions, Habilliy, roiations n military
operations and trafning issues. A Usi of military legal advisers was apprwad in 2008 by the Order of the
Commander of Armed Forces.




Digsemination. '

The Commission collepis Information regarding educsiion and advises on inclision of internmtional
humanitarian law subjects into educational programmes. The sobject of international humenitarian law s
inoluded in education programries of all levels of milltary porsoanel, also fn i cwrioulum of eduostion
of polices parsonnel, secondary schools ate,

The Minisiry of National Defenca and Lithuanian Armed Forces provide imtemational humenitarien law
and intermational humen rights law training to thelr military personnel assigned to perticipate in
international opeations. The sublect of intectstionsl bumanitatian lew 5 alse ncluded in curriewlum of
the Military Academy of Lithuanie, Division General Stagys Ra¥tilds Lithusnion Armed Forces Schap
and General Adalfas Ramensuskes Combat Training Cenire. Tha reaining of parsomal is done through the
oar@sr courses, seminars and workshops of internationsi law and internationgl hursanitarian law.

Lithuania takes part in the progess of standerdisation of training of the law of armed confliet for military
personnel of the NATC countries — in 2013 it rastfied and implemented NATO standardisation agreement
STANAG 2449 (2d.2) (WATO allied fraining publication ATrainP-2 (Edition A Version 1) “Training in
the law of armed conflict™),

Lithuspnfa elso sends its militery and civil personnel to the irfernational courses on intettigtional
huinaniarian Jaw, ,

International humaniterian law s compulsory and optional course in the Law faculties of the leading
universities as well s In the Inatitute of Inteetationsl Relatinns and Political Selence,

The Commission hes its website page within the website of the Ministry of National Defence
{www kam Jt} where it publishes information about the Commission’s activities and alzo taxts of all the
international himenitarian law treaties to which Lithuania i a State Party (in Lithuanian). Morcover
various issues concerning fntermational cooperation in this fisld are presented and degeribed.

In 2010 & Handbook for Comimanders on principles and fules of imternational humsnitarian law wag
approved gnd Tublighed,

The Lithnanian Red Cross Society (Hersinafter — the Sosiety) is actively invelved in dissemination of
IHL within local populaiton, The Bocisty continually Infroduces fendaments] prinelples of the
International Red Cross snd HRed Crescent Movement io the public, disseminutes interngtional
humsenitarian law, encourages bumenitarian initlatives and protects the thrae smblems of the Movement,
During 2012-2013 lscowes and seminary (over 630) on vatiows THL issues as well as Red Cross’
principles and values were ofganised in the unjversities, colleges, sehools, hospitale and other institetions,
To mark 150 anniversary of the Red Cross Movement the Society Introduced to the public the book
gbout Lithuenfan Red Cross activities fiom the Soclety’s establishment in 1919 up to 1989, The
Lithuanian post published & special envelope with 2 stamp on this oceasion,

thhuaman Criminal Cnde, Admmlatmtwe foene&s Cﬁde, Statute on Milltary Digeipline encompass the
provision, which impeses regpectively the criminal, sdiministrative or disclplinary Hability for the breach
of tha rleg of the internstional humanitarien law, perficularly grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions
as well es other customary war orimes.

Ivfllitary comemanders se¢ obliged to abide by the rules of international humeanitarien law ag well a2 to
ensure compllance of the members of the Armed Forces under their command and ether persons under
thels control.




The implementation of the Rome Statute of the International Crintinel Court hes been fully completed
fter the patificetion of the Rome Statite [n 2003 and the Apreerent on the Privileges and Immunities of
the International Criminal Court in 2004, ‘

In 2011 the Criminal Code of the Republic of Lithuania was amended in order to harmonize it with Rome
Statute and Geneva conventions and protocols. The smendment filled identified legal gaps, for example
86t & legal basis (o prosecnts for eriminal offences committed during non — international armed conflict,
defined the responsibility of commandes (eivil end militasy) for the erimins! offences committed by ita
subaydinates, ¢t¢, In 2014 the Criminy] Code wes amended to hasmoniza it with UM International
Convention for the Protection of All Persens Som Enforced Disappesrance signed on § Febiuary 2007 in
Paris.




