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,Report on lite stilt.is of the Additional Protocols to Ill~ ~><:neva Conventiomo of 1!149 relating to Ill< 
protection of vl.,timo of armed conl1icts, !Ill well os "'' mensurBS taba to stre~~gtllen lhl\ exl$tlng 
bml.y of lntornatlonal bumanitarinn law, Inter alia, with roopert lo Its <ll••emmatlon and full 
bnplement•tlon M tl>e Mtlonat level. 

(Accordlllg 10 the 11£aolution 11</opteil by the Goneral Ae!lllmbly 67193 14 Decemb.r 2011 ,S/(fius of the 
Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 <mil r<ilatfng to thtt protection ofvtotlm• of arm•il 
calf/lir::ts") 

I. Legal background 

The Republic. of Lithuania hos adopted monistic approach rowlll'rls the implementation of internJ\t!onal 
convCiltiom in national legal sysOOm. Article 135 of the Ccmstitution oflhe Republic of Lithuania provides 
that Lithullllia in hnplemenling Its foreign policy shall follow th~ universally recognised pr[l)ciples and 
norms of bl:tero~tlon~ law. In aocordtlnoe with the Article 138 of the Constitution, international treaties 
rntified by Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania shall be constituent part oftlle natlonalleglll system. 
Tho conunltntent to abide l>y the treati .. that bvo entered into fore• I• ,.;nfbroed in the Law on Treaties. 
Moreover, The Law on Treaties .,gtablishes the prevailing character of ratified international trelltles ovor 
the national laws In case ofinconll!stency. 
Those provisiolL'l en•ure the most favourable conditions for tha implementation of the international 
hUlillUlitarian law. 

'fh• Republic of Lithuania is a State Palt)' to all majo' Instrument$ of tha international humanitarian 1111\t, 
including the 1949 Geneva C()nventlons and the 1917 and 2005 Additional Protocols to th~ Conventions 
{ratified acco!'dlngly In 2000 and 2007). 

2. International Fact-Finding Commission 

. By ratifying the O.neva Conventions 1111d th~h' Additional Protocols Lithuan.la declared that it recognises 
Ipso facto ~U~d without special agreement the competence of the International Fact-Finding Cmnmission 
ll(lcording to Article 90 of tho I Additional Protoool to the Geneva Conventions. 
In 2011 at the meeting Of the High Contracting Parties tha Lithuanian representative - dr. Justinas 
Znlnskos, law proC..ssor of !he Mykolas Romeri• University- was elected the member of the Int<'lftlatiorud 
Fact-Finding Corrunlssion. 

3. Lithuanian National Commisslcm on ih•lmplcmentatlon of the International Humanitari4H Law 

·The Miniotry of National Defeooo (hereinafter - the MoD) is t'll8ponsiblo for the coordination of the 
implemenllltlon of the international humllllitarian Jaw within the State. 
Tho Comntlss!on on the hnplomentotion of the Intemati<mlll Humanllmi~n .Law (hereinafter - the 
Commission) was established in 2001 asll!l advisory body to !he Mlrtlster ofNatlon~l Pefeno$. Mcording 
to the Regulation of the Commission, its principal task is to provide asslotanoe in performing the sold 
function of tho Ministry with regard to coordination of the national implementation ofthe tnte~national 
humanitari!11'llaw. Despite the fact tb~t the Commission j).Jncticns undor the auspices ofthe MoD, it is th~ 
lnter-mlnlstetlal coordinating body· composed of representatives from the National Defence. System, 
Ministry of Justice, Min]otry of Fol"ign Affairs, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of 
Education and Science, Ministry of lnterior, Ew:opeon Low Department under the Ministry of Justic'l, 
Lithunlan Red Cross Society, IJithul\lllan N~tional UNESCO Commission and leading universities. 
The mandate Of the Commission Is quite extensive. The objectives of the Commission are as fullow: 
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--1' To carry analysis of the situlrtion regarding tho implementation of the international humooitarian 
law in l.lthuanlo, Including Litbuania's panicipalion in multilateral intern~tlortal agreements­
joining tho agreoments, implemontlrtion of the provisions of these ogreem<l)\ts, dissemination of lho 
documents on International hwmmiwlatt law, teaching International humMitarion law within 
mU!tuy and clvll tralnlng institutions ond investigation of the violations and their P""V<l)\tion 
issues; 

>/ To submit proposals on the implementation of the intemlrtional humanltariEI!11aw to the leadership 
of the MoD and the Armed Forl!es and to oth~r lnstlrutlons which do not belong to the National 
Defence System; 

-./ To disseminate information on the international humanltatian law within )lll!itariea and society \>y 
initiating trnnslatin!lll of the international hmnanitariall law documents into the Lithuanian 
l1111guage and publishing them or placing in the website of the MoD; 

>/ To Initiate Of provide assistance in ammging courses, workshops, seminars o; coufet<moos on 
issues regarding the implementation of the lntematlonal humanitarian law. 

4.1mplementatia~1 measur,gs 

Th• set of hnp!Ol1l6l1tm<m measures was taken after accession to tho international inKtruments of the 
intoroational hum1111itarianlaw Inter ulla implemontadon measures of the Additional Protocols telll!lng to 
the protection of victims ofattned conflicts. 

Methods a~~d means of warmre. The .Republic of Lithllllllia recognises and reSpects th~ basic rules 
enshrined in Art. 35 of the! AdditiOllal Protocol and the gMeral principle that in any rum¢~! cnnfliot, tho 
right of the Parties Ill the conflict ro choMe methods or means ofwarfltre ls not nnihnited. 

The Republic of Lithuanla is a State party to the Convention on Prohibition or Restriction on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons, which may be deemed to be oxcossive!y injurious or to have 
indiscriminat<~ Effect (CCW) as well as lO all its Protocols and Amended Article 1. 
lithuania hWllong been active ill promoting development, lmpl~meo.tation and univen;wisation of CCW. 
From 2006 till 2013 it cllalred several CCW meetings and served as a Coordinator for different 
progrommoa. So~klng tO implom61lt provisinllll of the Protocol V of COW, a Ptogramme for 1he ClearEI!1ce 
Bild Prevention of Explosive Rem.nants of Wr<r was approved by the Govenun61lt in 2007 (in 2013 it w .. 
amended and approved by the Otder ol'Ministe>" ofNationol Defence aod Minister of Interior). Lltlmani~ 
is a min~ free c<>untr)' and no ~pecific mine clearance programmes ate required, however 1he1'0 Is a oEll'lljin 
d~gree of contl!Oilnali<m by e.:plosive remnants of war (ERW) left from tha First and !be Second World 
Wars as well as Soviet ocoupatlon. Mlttklng and cl~c• •ctivities started in summer 2008. Tltl the e!ld 
of 2013 tho Lithuanian Armod Forces BOD platoon ehooked and cleaned over 252 ha of polluted 
t!'rritories !Uid found over 11 300 pieces of dlfferellt explosive ordnanco (mortar, anti--vehicle and anti­
personnel m.lnes, shells, grOfiades, aviation bombs, ammunition etc.). 

The Republic ofLl!hu!IIlla is a State Party to the. Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stocl<plllng, 
Production and Trrutsfur of Antl1'eraonnel Mines and on their Destruction. 
Litlmania has long been activl1>ly eng~ged in the efforts of international community 10 prohibit anti­
personnel mines. From :wos till 2011 lt served s~verat time. as a C<>·tllpporteur and as a Co-Chair of the 
Standing Committee for StonkpU~ Destmction. Lithuania dosl:myed its enti -personnel mines In 2004. 

The Republic of Lithuania signW !he Conventioi'I on Cluster Munitions on 3 December 2008 at !he 
Signing Conference in Oslo, The Convention entered into force for Lithuania on l September 2011. 
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!'ending Convention's entry into fall!&, Lithuania applied provlsion~lly its Artie!• L It also submitted a 
voluntacy mmsparency report undor Convontlon's Article 7 in 20 II. 

Mmums to protect the dlst!nctlye omblems. 
In 2007 Lithuanian .Parliamenl ratified lhe Ill Additional Protocol to tbe Geneva Conventions. 
Subsequently all necessary amendmonts of related national legislation were adopted In order to fully 
implomllllt Ill Additional Protocol (amondmllJliS to the Criminal Code, Code> of Adminbl:ratlve Offences 
and Law on the Lithuanian Red Cross Society, the emblem ond designotlon of the Rod Cross, Rod 
Crescent and Red Ccystal). 
The legislation protects all three distinctive emblems, regUlates the protective usa and tha indicative use of 
the distinctive emblems as well as provides sancti·ons inoose of violation. 

In 20 II tho Criminal Code cf the Republic was amended in order to delimit and distinguish between 
lnmrnational hwnanitarlan law protocted emblems and nll!lles from other universally recognized emblems 
and names that may be of a commercial or industrial pU'JlOS<>. 

Also, practjcal measurOI! 10 protect the emblems are tllken by !he Lithuanian R~d Cross Society. Violot()ts 
are addressed and infurmed about the provisions of the laws snd the sanctions. Law Enforcom¢nt 
Institutions are also informed about the sravest trespassers. In case it proves to be ineffioient, tbe cases are 
rofemd to -the pollc;c fur legal proc;cdure. During 20 l <-2013 4 violators were warned due to the prot:eotion 
of the illegal uso of tho Red Cross omblem. All th~se cases worosolvod by pea<:eful agreements without 
taking police procedures. 
Th~ Lithuanian Red Cross Sool$ty also continues to sp1""d Information about the functions ODd proper use 
of the distinctive- signs (lectures and lnformation cmnpaigns fur medical personnel, journalists, students 
oct.). 

Protection of cultural obleo!J!, 
Lithuania is a State Party to tho 1954 Hagu" Convention for tho protectlon of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocols. From 2005 tiU 2011 Lithuania was a member of the 
Committee for the-Protection of Cultuml Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. , 
On tho initiative of th.~ Commission on Implementation of the International Ilumanitarion Law, in 2004 a 
position of a Chlof Specialist for tb." protection ·of cultural heritage was established in the Lithuanian 
Anned Forceg, Tho main task fur this Speololist is to coordb)ate and ensure implementation of the 
Convol)tion in the National Defenl:e Systom, 
19 lmrnovablo cultuml heritage objects- buildings in Lithuania are marked witb a distinctive emblem of 
the 1954 Hague Gonventlon (according -to-Chapter V {'l"be di&linctive emblem) o>f the 1954 Hague 
Conv•ntlon). 
In Dccombor 2011 at tho mooting of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Ptoporty in the Event of 
Armed Conflict the enhance<! protection was granted for Kernave Archaeological sito (Cultural Reserve of 
Keruavo) in Lithuania. 

Legal advisers in armed forcos. 
Secklng to implement Article &2 of the I Protocol of the Geneva Conventions, !he National Concept of 
military legal adviser• was approved In 2006 by the Order of the Minister' of National Defence. It 
determines ststus of legal advisers in the Armad Forces, functions, llabillty, rotations in military 
operations ond training issues. A list of tniU1ary !~gal adviser$ was approved in 2008 by tho Order of the 
Commander of Anned Forces. 
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Qisseminlltion. 
The Commi,.ion collects information regarding eduoatio11 and advises on inclusion of international 
hum1111ltarian law subjocls into educational programmes. The subject of international humonitari<m law is 
inoluded in education programmes of Ill! levels of mllltary )JOtsonnal, lllso infue C\f!Tioulum of education 
ofpoli(>O personnel, seconda:y schools eto. 
The Ministry ofNationai Defenec and Litlmaoian Armed ForMs provl~e intermlliomol humaoitarionlaw 
and lntl)rnotlonal human rlghts law training to lheir military personnel I!Sslgned to participate in 
international operations. The subjecl of lntemational humanitarian law is also inclQded in curriculum of 
the Military Academy of Lithuanl~, Division Oenml 'Stasys Ralitlkis Lithuanlllll Armed Force• Soho9l 
and General Adolfas Ramamiuskas Combat Traini~:~g Contre. The tralnlPg of pel'SOllllel is done through the 
0!1reer courses, seminars and workshops ofintematiollllllaw and international human!tariMl~w. 

Lithuania takes part in the process of standardisation of training of the law Qf armed conflict for military 
personnel oflhe NATO countriss- in 2013 it ~;atified and implemented NATO standardisation agreement 
STANAG 2449 (ed.2) (NATO allied training publication ATrainl'-2 (Edition A Version 1) "Training In 
tho law of armed conflict"), 
Lithuania also sends its milltary snd civil personnel to the international coursM on intomatlo1>al 
hu~itllrlan law. 
lnternmional humanitlll:ian law is compulsory and optional course in the Law faculties of the leading 
universities as well as In the Institute of International Relations and Polltlc~l Science, 

The Commission has its website page within the website of the Ministry of National Defence 
fuww.kam.It) where it publishes itlformation about tho Commission's activities and also texts of all the 
International humanitarian law lfeaties 1<> which Lithuania is a State Party (in Litltuani.!In). Moreover 
vllrlous issues concerning international coovera.tion In this field ~•presented and described. 

In 2010 a H~dbook for Commanders on principles and rules of international humanitarian law was 
approved and publli;h~d. 

Tho Lithuanian Red Cmss Society (hereinaftet ~the Society) is actively involved in dissemination of 
IHL within local popula!lon. The Society continually introduces fundamental principles of the 
Jnternatlonlll Red Cross and Red Ctesoent Movement to the public, disseminates inlornational 
humanitarian law, encourages bunThnitarian inltlatrvos Md ptotects the tht<n:o emblems of the Mov.oment. 
During 2012-2013 leottmos Md sominars (ovOl' 650) on various IHL issues ~· well .,. Red Cross' 
principles rmd values were organised in th~ Unlv~rsities, colleges, schools, hospital• and other institutions, 
To matk ISO"' annivei'Silr)' of the Red Cross Movement the Society introduced to th~ public the book 
about Lithuanian Red Cross activities fl:om the Society's establishment in 1919 up to 1989. The 
Lithuanian post published a special envelop~ with a stlUnp on this oeeasion. 

R.epreesion of breaches of the !nte!1lationat hU!lll!nilarian law. 
Lithuanian Criminal Code, Adminlstrntlve Offencos Code, Statute 011 Military Discipline encompass the 
provision, which imposes respectively the criminal, administrative or disciplinary liability for the breach 
ofth• rules oftha int•rnational humanitarian law, particularly grave breschea of tho Genova Conventions 
"" well "" other customary war crim ... 
Military commanders ~e obliged to •bide by the rules of international humanttllrhm law as well as to 
ei1Jlure compllance of the members of the Armed Forces under their command and other persons under 
their control. 
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The implementa~ol1 of !he Rome Statute of the lnoomatlonal Criminal Court has been fully completed 
after the ratification of !he Rome Statuto in 2003 and the Agreement on tho Privileges and Immunities of 
the Intemalional Criminal Court in 2004. 
In 2011 the Criminal Cod• of the Republic of Lithuania was amended in order to harmoni~e it with Rome 
Statute and Geneva conventions and protocols. Tho amondment filled identified lej!W gaps, for oxample 
Sl'l a legal basis to prosellllte for criminal offimces committed during non - international armed conflict, 
defined !he respoosibillty of commander (civil and mllltlll')l) fo< the cdmlnal offences committed by lt$ 
suborrUnates, cto. In 2014 the Ctimlnal COde WliS amended to hannoni:z<l it with UN l!Jiernational 
Convention for the Protecticm of All l'ersons from Enforoed Disappearance signed oq 6!'ebruary 2007 in 
Paris. 


