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The Permanent Mission of Austria to the United Nations presents its compliments 
to the Secretary-General of 1he United Nations and, with reference to Note LA/COD/59/1 
regarding General Assembly resolution 69/124 o' 18 December 2014 entitled "The scope 
and application of lhe prin•.i~le of univerxil jurisdiction", has the honor to submit the 
following information: 

According to Section 64 o·' the Austrian Penal Code, Austrian courts have jurisdiction 
concerning certain crimes ,e.g. extortive abduction, slave trade, trafficking in human 
beings, organized crime, :!rugs-related crime, air piracy, terrorism-related acts) 
committed or.:t.;;ide Austric1 regardless of locally applicable law, if certain Austrian 
interests are affected. Under this provision l>.ustrian courts are also competent for other 
crimes cornrritted outside l.ustria regardless of locally applicable law if Austria is under 
an obligation to prosecute under internatio1al treaties. 

In the past years the number of crimes that are listed in Section 64 of the Austrian Penal 
Code has been increased. TI-is section now also includes crimes like rape, sexua· coercion 
and torture. 

To the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Office of Legal Affairs, Codification Division 
United Nations Headquarter; 
New York 

©O Thiitt Avenue, 3ls~ Foo:, New York, N,Y, l.0016 
E-M.iil:new-yo1k-ov@lhmcii,g,.it, Tel,: (1•1) 917 ~42 8100 



On 1 January 2015 an amer cment of the Austrian Penal Code entered into force which 
introduced a new Chapter :15 and incorporate::! specific international crimes under the 
Rome Statute (RS) of the Jr.t~rnational Criminal Court (ICC) into Austrian law, in particular 
"crimes against humanity" s-~t out in Article 7 RS and "war crimes" set out in Artcle 8 RS 
in order to p~ovide for fi.: I ccmplementary jurisdiction of Austrian courts for these 
crimes. 

In this context D new Scc:;ion 64 (1)(4c) of the Pcn:il Code was introduced, which 
provides that Austrian Cowts can exercise jurisdiction over the crimes in tre new 
Chapter 25 "Genocide, Crim,~s against Humanity, War Crimes• in all cases where 

a) the perpet•at:,r or the vic1im is an Austrian citizen, 
b) other AJstrian national interests are infringed by the act, or 
c) the perpetrator is a forei9ner who has his habitual residence in Austria or is present in 
Austria and cannot be extradited. 

According to Section 65 o'I tre Austrian Penal Code, Austrian courts have jurisdiction 
concerning other crimes co nmitted outside Austria if they are punishable under locally 
applicable law and if the perpetrator is caught on Austrian territory and <:an not be 
extradited for a reason oth!:'' than the nature or character of his act. 

The Permanent Mis:;ion of Austria to the United Nations avails itsElf of this 
opportunity to renew to th,: Secretary-General ot the United Nations the assurances ot 
its highest consideration .. 
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