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I. INTRODUCTION
Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates to the Sixth Committee,

It gives me great pleasure to appear before you and the Sixth Committee to present the work
carried out during the forty-ninth session of UNCITRAL, the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law, which took place here in New York from June 27th to July 15th. It

was a privilege and pleasure for me to serve the Commission as chairperson.
Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates,

As you all know, the Commission is the core legal body of the United Nations system in the
field of international trade law. This year, the Commission finalized and adopted three texts in
the areas of secured transactions, arbitration and online dispute resolution. It also endorsed the
“Guidance note on strengthening United Nations support to States, upon their request, to
implement sound commercial law reforms”. In addition, the Commission heard progress
reports from its Working Groups, considered planned and possible future work, deliberated on
the technical assistance and coordination activities carried out by its Secretariat and had a half-
day of discussion with respect to the role of the Commission in promoting the rule of law at the

national and international levels.
Ladies and gentlemen,

As always, this year’s report of the Commission, document A/71/17, is quite comprehensive
and touches upon a wide range of topics that the Commission is engaged in. Please allow me,
Mr. Chairperson, to introduce the report of the Commission in more detail.
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I1. Text adopted by the Commission

As mentioned, the Commission was able to finalize and adopt three texts in the areas of

secured transactions, arbitration and online dispute resolution.
Finalization and adoption of the Model Law on Secured Transactions

The first text that the Commission adopted at this session is the UNCITRAL Model Law on
Secured Transactions (the “Model Law”). The Model Law deals with security interests in all
types of tangible and intangible movable property with few exceptions. Adopting a unitary,
functional and comprehensive approach, the Model Law is intended to address the main
problem of secured transactions laws around the world, that is, the multiplicity of regimes that
creates gaps and inconsistencies. The Model Law includes a set of Model Registry Provisions,
which deal with the registration of notices of security interests in a publicly accessible registry.
A notice makes a security interest effective against third parties and provides an objective basis

for determining the priority of a security interest over the rights of competing claimants.

By providing a comprehensive, transparent and rational legislative framework of secured
financing, the Model Law is expected to have a positive impact on the availability and the cost
of credit, in particular for micro, small and medium-size enterprises in developing countries.
Adoption of the Model Law will not only assist in their market inclusion and alleviate poverty,
but also contribute to achieving Goal 1 of the Sustainable Development Goals to end poverty.
The Model Law is based on the United Nations Convention on the Assignment of Receivables
in International Trade, the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Secured Transactions, the
Supplement on Security Interests in Intellectual Property and the UNCITRAL Guide on the
Implementation of a Security Rights Registry. For the treatment of security interests in
insolvency, the Model Law relies on the recommendations of the UNCITRAL Legislative

Guide on Secured Transactions and the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law.

Finalization and adoption of the 2016 UNCITRAL Notes on Organizing Arbitral
Proceedings

The Commission also adopted the second edition of the UNCITRAL Notes on Organizing
Arbitral Proceedings (the "Notes™), a key resource for parties to arbitration and arbitration
practitioners. The Notes list and describe the typical matters for consideration in the
organization of an arbitral proceeding and cover a broad range of situations. The Notes were
originally finalized by UNCITRAL in 1996 and, in light of evolving practice, the Commission
started updating them in 2014.
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The Notes, prepared with a focus on international arbitration, are intended to be used in a
general and universal manner, regardless of whether the arbitration is administered on an ad
hoc basis or by an arbitral institution. Given that procedural styles and practices in arbitration
do vary and that each of them has its own merit, the Notes do not seek to promote any practice
as best practice. Nonetheless, it is expected that the Notes would prove to be a useful reference

in arbitration practice.

Finalisation et adoption des Notes techniques sur le reglement des litiges en ligne

La Commission a également adopté son premier instrument dans le domaine du réeglement des
litiges en ligne, issus des travaux du Groupe de travail 111 dont I’objectif était d’élaborer un
document décrivant les éléments essentiels d’un processus de reglement en ligne des litiges
découlant de contrats internationaux de vente ou de services portant sur de faibles montants,

conclus au moyen de communications électroniques.

Le document, intitulé « Notes techniques de la CNUDCI sur le reglement des litiges en
ligne » offre une réponse au besoin grandissant de mécanismes pour résoudre de tels litiges.
Les Notes techniques visent a favoriser le développement du reglement des litiges en ligne et
a aider les usagers de tels mécanismes de reglement, qu’ils soient praticiens ou parties au
litige. Les Notes techniques prennent la forme d’un document descriptif non contraignant qui
n’a pas pour objet de promouvoir telle ou telle pratigue comme étant la meilleure. Elles ont
pour objet de guider les administrateurs, les plates-formes, les tiers neutres et les parties a ce
type de procédure en tenant compte des differentes approches en la matiere. Bien qu’elles
n’imposent aucune obligation, les Notes techniques s’efforcent de promouvoir les grands
principes de procédure des mécanismes de reglement des différends tels que I’impartialité et
I’indépendance du tiers neutre ou encore le traitement équitable des parties et la régularité de
la procédure. Avec la finalisation des Notes techniques, le Groupe de travail 11l a achevé la

tache qui lui avait été confiée par la Commission.

I11. Progress made by other Working Groups and possible future work

Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates,

The Commission is annually updated as to the progress made by the Working Groups and on
their planned and possible future work. Allow me now to provide you a brief summary of the
developments.
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Working Group I: Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMES)

Working Group | on Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMES) aims at reducing
legal obstacles encountered by such businesses throughout their life cycle. Its work has made
progress, recognising, of course, the importance of MSMEs in the global economy generally,
and in the economies of developing countries in particular, as well as their important role in

terms of encouraging entrepreneurship and fostering innovation.

Efforts in the Working Group have focused on the first stage of the life cycle of MSMEs, that
IS, on measures to facilitate the establishment of such businesses and to support their viability
once they are in existence. These efforts have crystalized into two distinct legislative projects
by the Working Group. One is the preparation of a legislative guide to assist States in crafting
an appropriate legislative framework for the fast and inexpensive creation of legally-recognised
simplified businesses. Second is a legislative guide that collects and consolidates best practices
in the establishment and operation of businesses and commercial registries so as to support the

sustainability of businesses generally.
Working Group I1: Dispute settlement
Distinguished delegates,

Previously named *“arbitration and conciliation”, Working Group Il is named “dispute
settlement” since the forty-ninth session of the Commission. This Working group has been
embarking on the preparation of an instrument to deal with the enforcement of international
commercial settlement agreements resulting from conciliation. The Commission noted the
progress made at the Working Group and that the Working Group would begin to consider
draft provisions although without any prejudice as to the final form of the instrument, which
shall be determined later. 1I’ve been further informed that the Working Group has made further
progress at its latest session held in Vienna from 12 to 23 September.

Working Group 1V: Electronic Commerce

In the field of electronic commerce, Working Group IV made progress in preparing a Model
Law on Electronic Transferable Records facilitating the dematerialisation of key commercial
documents, such as bills of lading, promissory notes, bills of exchange and warehouse
receipts. The Model Law, which is based on the principle of technological neutrality, aims to
establish functional equivalence between electronic transferable records and paper-based
transferable documents or instruments. It is expected that the Model Law will be finalised by
the Commission at its next session in 2017.
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Based on preparatory work carried out by the Secretariat, the Commission identified cloud
computing as well as identity management and trust services as future topics for Working
Group 1V and it is expected work on those topics would begin with the completion of work on
the Model Law.

Working Group V: Insolvency Law

The Commission noted the continuing work carried out by Working Group V to address
several topics relating to cross-border insolvency. The first, the insolvency of multinational
enterprise groups, raises relatively new, very complex issues that have not been widely
considered by the international community or resolved in national laws. Having agreed a
number of key foundation principles, the Working Group is developing a draft legislative text
that provides innovative solutions to assist and facilitate the conduct of cross-border
insolvencies for multinational groups. The work conducted in the EU to revise the 2000
Insolvency Regulation has provided some inspiration and those ideas will be

“internationalised” for use in the wider global context.

A draft of a model law on the recognition and enforcement of insolvency-related judgements is
well developed. This work takes into account the work of other international organizations on
the broader topic of recognition and enforcement of commercial judgements, in particular that

of the Hague Conference on Private International Law.
Work Programme of the Commission (Planned and possible future work)
Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates,

To this point, | have given you a general illustration of the progress being made at the Working
Group level. The Commission reaffirmed the existing mandates for five of the Working
Groups and decided not to undertake any new legislative activity in addition to those in the
coming year. To expedite the deliberations at the five Working Groups, it was decided that the
conference time which had been allocated to Working Group 111 would be allocated among

Working Groups I, Il and V.

Now, | draw your attention to possible future work, which the Commission considered.
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Travaux prevus et travaux futurs possibles dans le domaine du réglement des différends

Dans le domaine du réglement des différends, la Commission a décidé de maintenir de laisser
les trois questions suivantes a son ordre du jour pour en poursuivre I’examen a sa prochaine
session : (a) les procédures concurrentes, (b) la préparation d’un code d’éthique ou de conduite
applicable aux arbitres, et (c) des travaux possibles sur une réforme du systeme de réglement
des litiges entre investisseurs et Etats. Le Secrétariat a été prié de continuer a actualiser tous
ces sujets et a mener des travaux préparatoires les concernant, afin que la Commission soit a

méme de prendre une décision éclairée a sa prochaine session.
Travaux prevus et travaux futurs possibles dans le domaine du droit de I’insolvabilité

En 2016, la Commission a précisé le mandat du Groupe de travail V en ce qui concerne
I’insolvabilité des micro-, petites et moyennes entreprises, un sujet d’une importance
significative pour la communauté internationale. Les travaux en la matiere pourront
commencer dés le début de 2017, si I’avancement des travaux sur les autres sujets du

programme de travail actuel du Groupe de travail V le permet.
Travaux prévus et travaux futurs possibles dans le domaine du droit des sOretés

La Commission est convenue de donner au Groupe de travail VI deux sessions supplémentaires
pour gu’il acheve ses travaux sur le projet de Guide pour I’incorporation de la Loi type de la
CNUDOCI sur les sOretés mobiliéres de sorte que la Commission puisse I’adopter & sa prochaine
session en 2017. En outre, la Commission a décidé que I’élaboration d’un guide contractuel sur
les opérations garanties et d’un texte juridique uniforme sur I’octroi de licences de propriété
intellectuelle devrait &tre maintenue a son programme de travaux futurs et que les thématiques
suivantes devraient également y étre inscrites : la micro-finance, le financement par récépissé
d’entrep6t et le recours aux modes alternatifs de réglement des différends en cas de litiges
résultant d’opérations garanties. Dans ce contexte, la Commission est convenue que tous ces
points devraient étre examinés a une session ultérieure sur la base de notes qui seraient établies
par le Secreétariat, a I’issue d’un colloque ou d’une réunion d’experts qui devrait se tenir dans la

limite des ressources disponibles.
Passation de marchés publics et partenariats public-privé

En ce qui concerne les travaux qui pourraient étre entrepris dans les domaines de la passation
de marchés publics et du développement des infrastructures, il a été généralement estimé que

ces sujets continuaient de revétir une grande importance mais qu’il serait prématuré de se
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lancer dans de quelconques activités legislatives en la matiéere. 1l a été convenu que le
Secrétariat devrait continuer de suivre les évolutions dans ces domaines, en particulier en ce
qui concerne la question de la suspension et de I’exclusion dans le domaine des marchés
publics. S’agissant des partenariats public-privé, il a été demandé au Secrétariat d’envisager
d’actualiser tout ou partie du Guide législatif de la CNUDCI sur les projets d’infrastructure a

financement privé, si besoin était et avec I’aide d’experts.

IV. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COORDINATION
Technical assistance to law reform
Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

Support activities to ensure the effective implementation and use of UNCITRAL texts
constitute an important pillar of the Commission’s work. While there is no doubt about this
importance, financial resources available in the Trust Fund for these activities are limited and

not sufficient to meet the increased number of demands from States for such assistance.
Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished delegates,

The ability of the UNCITRAL Secretariat to respond to requests for technical assistance
depends largely on your contributions. The Commission encouraged the Secretariat to explore
alternative financial resources to allow for more activities and to undertake joint activities,
possibly through partnerships, given both the need for those activities and the lack of regular
budget resources. On the same note, | would like to appeal through you to all States,
international organizations and other stakeholders to consider making contributions to the Trust

Fund for this purpose and to assist the Secretariat in identifying other sources of funding.

Note d’orientation sur le renforcement de I’appui apporté par I’Organisation des Nations
Unies aux Etats, a leur demande, en vue de mettre en ceuvre des réformes rationnelles du

droit commercial

Aprés I’avoir diment examinée, la Commission a approuvé la “Note d’orientation sur le
renforcement de I’appui apporté par I’Organisation des Nations Unies aux Etats, a leur
demande, en vue de mettre en ceuvre des réformes rationnelles du droit commercial”. Cette
note a été établie conformément a la demande faite en 2010 par la Commission & son
Secrétariat d’étudier les moyens de mieux intégrer ses activités de coopération et d’assistance

techniques dans les activités menées sur le terrain par I’Organisation des Nations Unies.
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L’Assemblée génerale reconnait depuis toujours le role d’intermédiaire que les réseaux
internationaux, régionaux et nationaux pouvaient jouer dans la diffusion des instruments, des
outils et de I’expertise de la CNUDCI auprés Etats et autres utilisateurs visés. Elle a aussi
demandé au Programme des Nations Unies pour le développement et aux autres organismes
d’aide au développement, tels que la Banque mondiale et les banques régionales de
développement, ainsi qu’aux gouvernements agissant dans le cadre de leurs programmes d’aide
bilatérale a apporter leur soutien au programme d’assistance et de coopération techniques de la

Commission, a coopérer avec celle-ci et a coordonner leurs activités avec les siennes.

La Note d’orientation part du principe et reconnait que les demandes d’assistance des Etats
pour la mise en ceuvre de réformes de leur droit commercial sont courantes. La note explique
aussi pourquoi il est dans I’intérét du systeme des Nations Unies de répondre aux demandes
des Etats relatives a la mise en ceuvre des réformes profondes du droit commercial et comment
y parvenir de la maniére la plus efficace et compléte possible. La Commission a prié le
Secrétaire-Général de diffuser la Note d’orientation aussi largement que possible aux

utilisateurs visés a travers le systeme des Nations Unies.

UNCITRAL Regional Presence
Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

This year marks the fifth year of operation of the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and
the Pacific. Since its establishment in 2012, the Regional Centre has visibly supported trade
law reforms, by providing technical assistance and capacity building to States in the Asia-
Pacific region. The Regional Centre has supported public, private and civil society initiatives in
promoting international trade norms and standards, in particular those elaborated by
UNCITRAL, and has also strengthened information and knowledge through briefings,
workshops, seminars, publications and social media. The Regional Centre has also engaged in

building and participating in regionally-based international trade law partnerships and alliances.

These efforts have resulted in an increase in the number of adoptions of UNCITRAL texts by
States in the region. To further this progress, the Regional Centre will develop plurennial and
systematized regional programmes focusing on three core areas, namely: (a) integrated trade
law reforms; (b) the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and (c) aid-for-trade with an aim
to provide long-term tailor-made capacity-building particularly to least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States in Asia and the Pacific.

These programmes are aimed to ensure legal uniformity and general economic stability in the
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Asia-Pacific region, in close cooperation and coordination with institutions active in trade law

reform in the region.

The Government of the Republic of Korea has expressed its continued willingness to support
the operation of the Regional Centre for an additional five-year period from 2017 to 2021. The
Government of China has also rendered support through the contribution of an expert on non-
reimbursable loan basis. The Commission expresses its gratitude to the generous support and
contributions of these States. Nonetheless, | would call upon you, particularly those States in
the Asia-Pacific region, to join this endeavour which is based entirely on voluntary
contributions. The actions of the UNCITRAL Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific have
positive impact on the development and on the promotion of the State of law in the Region; in
Africa, this is well appreciated and seen as an example to observe ; in this regard, Cameroon
has expressed its availability to welcome such a Regional Centre for Africa

Promotion of ways and means of ensuring a uniform interpretation and application of
UNCITRAL legal texts - CLOUT

Mr Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

As a way of promoting ways and means of ensuring a uniform interpretation and application of
UNCITRAL legal texts, the Commission noted with appreciation the increasing volume of
materials available in the CLOUT database, the Case Law on UNCITRAL Texts. The CLOUT
database, which is accessible for free on the UNCITRAL website, not only contains summaries
of decisions from all over the world, but also an increasing number of full text court decisions.
The Commission expressed its appreciation on the functioning of the upgraded CLOUT
database and noted with particular interest the cooperation of its secretariat with the United
Nations Volunteer programme (UNV) to populate the database with the full text decisions of
the abstracts published in previous years.

The system of CLOUT and the digests of case law compiled from it are an important tool for
promoting uniform interpretation of UNCITRAL texts. However, it will need further resources
to sustain it and as in previous years, the Commission appealed to all States to assist the
Secretariat in its search for available funding at the national level to ensure sustained

operability of the system.
Secretariat Guide on the New York Convention

The Commission also heard a presentation on the Guide on the New York Convention, as well
as on the related online platform, www.newyorkconvention1958.org, which provides freely
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accessible case law from across the globe on the New York Convention. This continuously
updated compilation includes summaries and full texts of case law in a highly searchable
format, and it represents a unique and wide-ranging effort to disseminate source information to
a broad audience. The Guide on the New York Convention will be published this year and a

pre-publication version is available at www.newyorkconvention1958.org.
Status of UNCITRAL texts
Mr Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

I am happy to report that States around the world are increasingly looking to UNCITRAL texts
when reforming or modernizing their international trade law regimes. During this year’s
session, the Commission took note of the actions on UNCITRAL texts taken by States, which
include signature or ratification of treaties and adoption of model laws. While many of these
actions were based entirely on the States’ own initiatives, many were facilitated through the
dedicated assistance provided by the UNCITRAL Secretariat.

Coordination and cooperation
Mr Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

Coordination with other organisations active in the field of international trade law represents a
major facet of the work of the Commission. The UNCITRAL secretariat is regularly invited to
participate in working groups, expert groups and plenary meetings organised by United
Nations agencies or other entities to share information and expertise. This allows for avoidance
of duplication of work and well-coordinated work products.

The Commission took note with satisfaction of several coordination activities which the
Secretariat carried out in the last 12 months. By way of examples of such efforts, activities
with the Hague Conference on Private International Law, Unidroit, the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the World Bank, the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe, the United Nations Commission on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) were
mentioned. It is hoped that UNCITRAL will very soon strengthen its cooperation with the
Organization for the harmonization of business law in Africa known in its French acronym as

“OHADA” by the signature of a formal agreement to that effect.

Page 10 of 15


http://www.newyorkconvention1958.org/

Check against delivery

Proposition conjointe sur la coopération dans le domaine du droit des contrats

Ces 50 dernieres années, un certain nombre d’organisations internationales gouvernementales
ou non gouvernementales ont a plusieurs reprises largement contribué a I’unification et
I’harmonisation progressives du droit des contrats aux niveaux mondial et régional.
Cependant, il n’est pas toujours aisé d’obtenir des informations sur la maniére dont ces
initiatives normatives tres complémentaires s’articulent entre elles ; ce qui est problématique

pour les utilisateurs des normes.

Par conséquent, la Commission a approuvé la « Proposition conjointe sur la coopération dans
le domaine du droit des contrats commerciaux internationaux (principalement sur les
ventes) » & réaliser en coopération avec la Conférence de La Haye de droit international privé
et Unidroit. La proposition vise & faciliter les recherches dans le domaine du droit uniforme
des contrats (I’accent étant mis principalement sur les ventes) en préparant un texte
d’orientation qui compilerait les textes pertinents et comporterait de brefs exemples de leur
application, y compris de leur articulation entre eux. Ce texte d’orientation pourrait
grandement contribuer a I’adoption, I’interprétation et I’application cohérentes de textes
uniformes, et au renforcement des principes sur lesquels ils reposaient, tels que la liberté

contractuelle.

V. CONGRES DE 2017 ET LE REGISTRE SUR LA TRANSPARENCE
Congres de 2017
Mesdames, Messieurs,

En vue de la commémoration du cinquantiéme anniversaire de la CNUDCI, un Congrés se
tiendra a Vienne du 4 au 6 juillet lors de la cinquantiéme session de la Commission en 2017.
Le Congreés a pour objectifs de débattre de questions techniques et de mieux faire connaitre la
CNUDCI et la contribution qu’elle peut apporter au commerce international. Il devrait
s’employer a recenser de nouveaux domaines de recherche et d’activités législatives
potentielles pour la CNUDCI comme par exemple le développement de I’économie numérique
transnationale; le financement dans le commerce international; I’acces aux chaines logistiques
et aux facteurs de production a I’échelle mondiale (crédit, transports, infrastructures);

I’exploitation des biens publics mondiaux et le reglement des litiges dans des secteurs comme
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le climat et les ressources; mais aussi les possibles nouveaux sujets en lien avec les

thématiques actuelles du programme de travail de la CNUDCI.

La Commission a instamment prié son Secrétariat d’une part, d’établir un ordre du jour a la
fois souple et de grande portée qui permettrait notamment de donner un apercu des activités
présentes et passées de la CNUDCI et, d’autre part, de s’attacher a recenser d’éventuels
intervenants et themes de discussion. Le congrés sera sans aucun doute un indicateur

intéressant et décisif de I’avenir de la CNUDCI.

Le registre de la CNUDCI sur la transparence

La Commission a également entendu un rapport sur le fonctionnement du registre de la
CNUDCI sur la transparence, eélement essentiel tant du Reglement de la CNUDCI sur la

transparence que de la Convention de Maurice sur la transparence.

S’agissant du budget, le Secrétariat a recu, debut 2016, des contributions d’un montant de
100.000 Euro de la part de I’Union européenne et d’un montant de 125.000 dollars américains
de la part du Fonds pour le développement international de I’Organisation des pays
exportateurs de pétrole (OPEP) ce qui lui a permis de recruter une juriste pour s’occuper du
registre jusqu’a la fin de 2016 et le rendre compléetement opérationnel. J’ai été récemment
informé que gréce aux fonds restant de ces deux contributions et compte tenu d’éventuels
nouveaux engagements, le Secrétariat serait en mesure de continuer a faire fonctionner le

registre jusqu’a la fin de 2017.

Comme elle I’avait fait ces derniéres annees, la Commission a réitéré son opinion ferme
et unanime selon laquelle le secrétariat devait assurer les fonctions de dépositaire et, a
cette fin, la Commission est convenue de demander a la sixieme Commission de
I”’Assemblée générale, que le Secrétariat soit prié de « continuer d’assurer les fonctions
de dépositaire des informations publiées conformément a I’article 8 du Réglement sur la
transparence, en tant que projet pilote jusqu’a la fin de 2017, avec un financement assuré
exclusivement par des contributions volontaires ». Je me permets de vous inviter

fortement a exprimer votre soutien sur ce point.
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VI. ROLE DE LA CNUDCI DANS LA PROMOTION DE L’ETAT DE DROIT AUX
NIVEAUX NATIONAL ET INTERNATIONAL

Conformément au paragraphe 20 de la résolution de I’ Assemblée générale 70/118 sur I’état de
droit aux niveaux national et international, la CNUDCI vous présente ses observations sur le
role qu’elle joue dans la promotion de I’état de droit. Afin d’assurer la pertinence des
observations au regard des sous-thémes examinés cette année par votre Commission, les
observations présentées se concentrent sur (a) les pratiques des Etats dans I’application des
traités multilatéraux issus des travaux de la CNUDCI et (b) les mesures concrétes propres a
faciliter I’acces a la justice dans le contexte du droit commercial, en particulier pour les micro-,
petites et moyennes entreprises (MPME). Les conclusions auxquelles la Commission était
parvenue a I’issue de la table ronde sur I’état de droit a laquelle ont participé les experts invités
sont reproduites aux paragraphes 339 a 342 du rapport de la Commission. Elles reiterent
essentiellement les conclusions auxquelles la Commission était parvenue a sa quarante-
septieme session en ce qui concerne la pertinence de ses travaux au regard de toutes les
dimensions de I’accés a la justice (protection normative, capacité a demander réparation et
capacité d’offrir des recours efficaces) et les conclusions auxquelles elle était parvenue a sa
quarante-huitiéme session concernant les facteurs influencant la qualité de I’application des
traités issus de ses travaux. La Commission a appelé I’attention de I’Assemblée générale sur
I’élargissement du spectre des normes de la CNUDCI en matiére de réglement des différends
avec I’adoption des Notes techniques de la CNUDCI sur le reglement des litiges en ligne ;
document d’une utilité particuliere pour les MPME, puisqu’il traite de la résolution en ligne de

litiges internationaux issus du commerce électronique et portant sur de faibles montants.

Outre la table ronde sur I’état de droit, le Groupe de I’état de droit du Cabinet du Secrétaire
général a tenu une réunion d’information sur I’état de droit dans le cadre de son dialogue
régulier avec le Groupe de coordination et de conseil sur I’état de droit. La Commission a
réaffirmeé sa conviction — eégalement partagée par I’Assemblée générale - selon laquelle la
promotion de I’état de droit dans les relations commerciales devait faire partie intégrante du
programme d’ensemble du systeme des Nations Unies visant a favoriser I’état de droit aux
niveaux national et international. La Commission a invité le Secrétaire genéral a élaborer, a
cette fin, des mécanismes pratiques efficaces en vue de I’intégration des travaux de la
CNUDCI aux activités relatives a I’état de droit menées conjointement a I’échelle du systeme

des Nations Unies.
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VII. CONCLUDING REMARKS
Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates,

UNCITRAL will be celebrating its 50" anniversary next year. For almost five decades, it has
been committed to providing a legal environment that fosters international trade and commerce.
The General Assembly has repeatedly acknowledged and reaffirmed UNCITRAL’s impact on
development, peace and stability in the world through harmonization and modernization of
international trade law. Over the years, UNCITRAL and its Working Groups have developed
highly effective working methods and a negotiation culture that is both efficient and inclusive.

In this way, UNCITRAL has been faithfully pursuing the mandate of progressively
harmonizing and modernizing international trade law. With a small Secretariat of only fourteen
lawyers and half a dozen support staff, which is essentially the same size as it was in the 1970s,
UNCITRAL is undertaking the challenge of current work programmes to the best of its ability.
As always, the Commission this year was unanimous in its profound appreciation for the vast
amount of high quality work that its Secretariat consistently produces. As the chair of the
Commission, | would like to echo what has been expressed by the Commission and my sincere
appreciation goes to the Secretariat and its staff for all the hard work. And, of course, my
special thanks go to the Secretary of UNCITRAL, Mr. Renaud Sorieul, who is with me here
today.

At this juncture, 1 would like to call on your strong support, within this Committee as well as in
the Fifth, to provide the necessary resources for UNCITRAL to thrive and to do more. As
mentioned earlier, a number of UNCITRAL’s projects including the Regional Centre, the
Transparency Repository, and the CLOUT system rely heavily or entirely on extra-budgetary
resources. Thus, | would reiterate the appeal of the Commission to the States, through you, to
provide funding for such activities and to assist the Secretariat in identifying additional

resources.
Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates,
Distinguished delegates of the Sixth Committee,

As has been stated by last year’s chairperson, it is you, the member States, which are the true
“shareholders” of UNCITRAL. You have both a say and direct interest in maximizing the
return on your investment in modernization and harmonization of international law. Thus, I ask

for your continued participation and support of UNCITRAL and its activities. The ever-
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increasing importance of international trade and accelerating globalization of the economy

require UNCITRAL to continue its work, which benefits all States.

With that, | would like to conclude my address to you on the work carried out by UNCITRAL

during its forty-ninth session. I thank you for your attention.
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