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Report on the status of the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 relating to the 
prf:l~eetigJ) pf ~ictims of armed conflicts, as well as on measures taken to strengthen the existing 
body 'of iilfernafional humanitarian law, inter alia, with respect to its dissemination and full 
implementation at the national level. 

(According to the Resolutzon adopted by the General Assembly 691120 10 December 2014 ,Status of the 
Protocols Additzonal to the Geneva Convent]ons of 1949 and relating to the protection of victims of armed 
conflicts") 

1 Legal background 

The Republic of Lithuania has adopted monistic approach towards the implementation of intemational 
conventions in national legal system. Article 135 of the Constitution ofthe Republic of Lithuania provides 
that Lithuania in implementing its foreign policy shall follow the tmiversally recognised principles and 
norms of intemationallaw. In accordance with the Article 138 of the Constitution, international treaties 
ratified by Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania shall be constituent part of the national legal system. 
The commitment to abide by the treattes that have entered into force is reinforced in the Law on Treaties. 
Moreover, the Law on Treaties establishes the prevailing character of ratified international treaties over 
the national laws in case of mconsistency. 
These provisions ensure the most favourable conditions for the implementation of the international 
humanitarian law. 

The Repubhc ofL1thuania is a State Party to all major instruments of the international humanitarian law, 
including all four Geneva Conventions and the I 977 and 2005 Additional Protocols to the Conventions 
(ratified accordingly in 2000 and 2007). Also the Republic of Lithuania is a Slate Party to the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in mmed conflict 
(ratified in 2003). 

2. Internatzonal Fact-Fmdmg Comnnsszon 

By ratifying the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols the Republic of Lithuania declared 
that it recognises ipso facto and without special agreement the competence of the Intemational Fact­
Findmg Comnnssion according to Aliicle 90 of the I Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions. 
In 2011 at the meeting of the High Contracting Parties the Lithuanian representative - Dr. Justinas 
Ztlinskas, law professor of the Mykolas Romeris University- was elected and is cunent member of the 
International Fact-Finding Commission. 

3. Lithuaman National Commission on the Implementation of the International Humanitarian Law 

The Ministry of National Defence is responstble for the coordinatiOn of the implementation of the 
international humanitarian law within the State. 
The Commission on the Implementation of the International Humanitarian Law (hereinafter - the 
Commission) was established in 2001 as an advisory body to the Miruster ofNational Defence. Accordmg 
to the Regulation of the Commission, its principal task is to proVIde assistance in perfonmng the srud 
function of the Ministry with regard to coordination of the national implementation of the international 
humanitarian law. Despite the fact that the Commission functions under the auspices of the MoD, it is the 
inter-ministerial coordinating body composed of representatives from the National Defence System, the 
Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Cultw-e, the 
Mmistry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Interior, the Emopean Law Depmtment under the 
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Mmtstry of Just1ce, Lithuanian Red Cross Society, Lithuanian National UNESCO Commission and 
leading universities 
The mandate of the Commission is quite extensive. The objectives of the Commission are as follows: 

.f To carry analysis of the situation regarding the implementation of the intemational humanitarian 
law in Lithuania, including Lithuama's participation in multilateral international agreements -
joining the agreements, implementation of the provisions ofthese agreements, dissemination of the 
documents on international humanitarian law, teaching international humanitanan law within 
military and civil training institutions and investigation of the violations and their preventiOn 
issues, 

../ To submit proposals on the m1plementation of the intemational humanitarian law to the leadership 
of the MoD and the Armed Forces and to other mstitutions which do not belong to the National 
Defence System; 

../ To disseminate infonnation on the mternational humanitmian law Withm militaries and society by 
mrtiating translations of the intemational humanitarian law documents into the Lithuaman 
language and publishing them or placing in the website of the MoD; 

../ To initiate or provide assistance in arrm1ging courses, workshops, seminrus or conferences on 
issues regarding the implementation of the international humanitanan law. 

4 Implementation measures 

The set of implementation measures was taken after accession to the international instruments of the 
international humanitruian law inter alla implementation measures of the Additional Protocols relating to 
the protection ofvictuns of armed conflicts. 

Methods and means of warfare. 
The Republic of Lithuania recognises and respects the basic rules enshrined in Alt. 35 of the I Additional 
Protocol and the general principle that m any armed conflict, the nght of the Pruties to the conflict to 
choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited. 

The Republic of Lithuania is a State party to the Convention on Prohibition or Restriction on the Use of 
Ce1tain Conventional Weapons, which may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have 
indiscriminate Effect (CCW) as well as to all its Protocols and Amended Alticle 1. 
The Republic of Lithuru1ia has long been actrve in promoting development, implementation and 
universalisation of CCW From 2006 till 2015 rt chaired several CCW meetings and served as a 
Comdinator for different progrrunmes. Seeking to implement provisions of the Protocol V of CCW, a 
Progranm1e for the Clearru1ce ru1d Prevention of Explosive Remnants of War was approved by the 
Government in 2007 for the yem'S 2007-2020 (in 2013 it was runended assigning more functions to the 
Fire and Rescue Depruiment under the Minist1y of Interior). Lithuru1ia is a mine fi.·ee country and no 
specific mine cleru·ance progranunes are required, however there is a certain degree of contannnation by 
explosive remnru1ts of war (ERW) left fi:om the First and the Second World Wms as well as Soviet 
occupation. Marking ru1d clearance activrties started in summer 2008. Trll the end of 2015 Lithuanian 
Armed Forces Explosive Ordnance Disposal company checked and cleaned over 779 ha of polluted 
territories ru1d found ove1· 14 900 pieces of different explosive ordnance (ru1ti-vehicle and ru1ti-personnel 
mines, mortru·, shells, grenades, cluste1 munitions, aviatiOn bombs, ammunition etc.). 

Measm es to protect the distinctive emblems 
In 2007 Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania ratified the ill Addrtronal Protocol to the Geneva 
Conventions Subsequently all necessary runendments of related national legislation we1e adopted in order 
to fully implement III Additional Protocol (runendments to the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
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Lithuania, Code of Administrative Offences of the Republic of Lithuania and Law on the Lithuanian Red 
Cross Society, the emblem and designation of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Crystal). 
The legislation protects all tiu-ee distinctive emblems, regulates the protective use and the indicative use of 
the distinctive emblems as well as provides sanctions in case ofvwlation. 

In 2011 the Criminal Code of the Republic of Lithuania was amended in order to delimit and distinguish 
between international humanitarian law protected emblems and names from other universally recognized 
emblems and names that may be of a commercial or industlial purpose. 

Also, practical measures to protect ti1e emblems are taken by the Lithuanian Red Cross Society. Violators 
ate addressed and informed about the provis10ns of the laws and the sanctions. Law enforcement 
institutions are also infom1ed about the gravest trespassers. In case it proves to be inefficient, the cases are 
referred to the police for legal procedure. Durmg 2014 - 2015 4 private entities were addressed and 
informed about the provisions ofthe laws and the sanctions regatding the use of emblem and were warned 
about to the protection of the illegal use of the Red Cross emblem. All these cases were solved by peaceful 
agreements without taking police procedures. 
The Lithuanian Red Cross Society also continues to spread information about the functions and proper use 
of the distinctive signs (lectures at1d infmmation campaigns for medical personnel, Journalists, students 
etc.). 

Protection of cultural objects. 
The Republic of Lithuania is a State Party to the 1954 Hague Convention for the protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Aln1ed Conflict and its Protocols. From 2005 till 2011 the Republic of Lithuania 
was a member of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Almed Conflict. 
On the 1nitiat1ve of the Commission on Implementation of the International Humanitarian Law, in2004 a 
position of a Desk officer for ti1e protection of cultural heritage was established in the Lithuanian Armed 
Forces. The main task for this Specialist is to coordinate and ensure implementation of the Convention m 
ti1e National Defence System. 
19 immovable cultural heritage objects- buildings in Lithuania are marked with a distmctive emblem of 
the 1954 Hague Convention (according to Chapter V (the Distinctive Emblem) of the 1954 Hague 
Convention). 
In December 2011 at the meeting of the Conm1ittee for the Protection of Cultmal Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict tl1e enhanced protection was granted for Kernave Archaeological site (Cultural Reserve of 
Kernave) in Lithuania. 

Legal advisers in Armed Forces. 
Seeking to implement Article 82 of the I Protocol of the Geneva Conventions, the National Concept of 
military legal advisers was approved in 2006 by the Order of the Minister of National Defence. It 
detem1ines stahiS of legal advisers in the Armed Forces, functions, liability, rotations in m1lttary 
operations and training issues. A list of military legal advisers was approved in 2008 by the Order of the 
Commander of Armed Forces. 

Dissemination. 
The Commission on ti1e Implementation of the International Humanitatian Law collects infmmation 
regarding education and advises on inclusion of intemational h1m1anitarian law subjects into educational 
programmes The subject of intemational hmnanitarian law is inch1ded in education progrmm11es of all 
levels of military personnel, also in the cutriculum of education of police personnel, secondary schools 
etc. 
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The Mimshy ofNatwnal Defence and Llthuaman Anned Forces provide international humanitruian law 
and international human rights law training to their military personnel assigned to pmtictpate in 
international operations. The subject of international humanitatian law is also included in cuni.culum of 
the Militru·y Academy of Lithuania, Division General Stasys Ra.Stikis Lithuanian Am1ed Forces School 
and General Adolfas Ramanauskas Combat Training Centre. The training of personnel is done through the 
career courses, seminars and workshops of intemationallaw and mtemational humanitru·ian law. 

Lithurulia takes prut in the process of standardisation of training of the law of am1ed conflict for nulitary 
personnel of the NATO countries - in 2013 it approved and implemented NATO standardisation 
agreement STANAG 2449 (ed 2) (NATO aii1ed tiaimng publication ATrainP-2 (Edition A Version 1) 
"Training in the law of armed conflict"). 
Lithuania also sends its militru·y ru1d civilian personnel to the international courses on intemational 
humanitarian law. 
Intemational humanitru·ian law 1s compulsory and optional course in the Law faculties of the leading 
universities as well as in the Institute oflnternational Relations and Political Sctence. 
From March 2016, new distance-leru·ning military training course for soldiers is available- Law of Aimed 
Conflict, which can be accessed by accessing to the course system (adl.kru11.lt). 

The Commission on the Implementation of the International Hummlitanan Law has its website page 
within the website of the Ministry of National Defence (www.kan1 It) where it publishes information 
about the Commission's activities and also texts of ali the international humanitru·ian law treaties to which 
the Republic of Lithuania is a State Party (in Lithuanian). Moreover, various issues concerning 
intemational cooperation in tlus field are presented and described. 

In 2010 a Handbook for Commanders on Pnnc1ples and Rules of Intemational Humanitarian Law was 
approved and published. 

The Lithuaniru1 Red Cross Society (hereinafter - the Society) is actively involved in disseminatiOn of 
IHL witllin local population The Soc1ety continually mtroduces fundamental principles of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to the public, disseminates international 
humanitarian law, encourages humarutarian mitiatives and p10tects the three emblems of the Movement. 
During 2014-2015 two training sessions were organized involving the LRC lecturers and representatives 
of the CIMIC. The trainmg focused on ti1e use of emblem and the basic 1ules of the IHL. 5 seminars were 
organized in the Lithuanian universities in Kaunas, Vilnius, Klaipeda and Siauliai focusing on the 
humarutarian RC principles as well as the use of emblem in the times of war and peace. To mark 1501
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anniversruy of the Red Cross Movement the Society introduced to the pubhc the book about Lithuru1ian 
Red Cross activities :fi:om the Society's establishment in 1919 up to 1989. The Lithuanian post published a 
special envelope with a stamp on this occaswn. 

Repression of breaches of the intemational humanitru·ian Jaw. 
Criminal Code ofthe Republic of Lithuania, Admmistlative Offences Code of the Republic ofL1thuania, 
Statute on Military Discipline encompass the provision, wl1ich imposes respectively the cuminal, 
admimstrative or disciplinary hability for the breach of the rules of tl1e international humanitm·ian law, 
particularly grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions as well as other customary wru· crimes. 
Military conunru1ders are obliged to abide by the rules of international humanitarian law as well as to 
ensure compliance of the membe1s of the Armed Forces under then conllllruld and other persons under 
tl1eir control 
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In 2003, after ratification of Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict the C1immal Code of the Republic of Lithuania was amended 
accordingly to the convention (the censes for child pruiicipation hostilities was limited to 18 years old). 

The implementation of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court has been fully completed 
after the ratification of the Rome Statute in 2003 ru1d the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of 
the International Criminal Court in 2004. 
In 2011 the Criminal Code of the Reptlblic of Lithuama was amended in order to ham1onize it with Rome 
Statute and Geneva conventions and protocols. The runendment filled identified legal gaps, for example 
set a legal basis to pmsecute for climinal offences committed dul'ing non - intemational armed conflict, 
defined the responsibility of commander for the criminal offences committed by its subordinates, etc. In 
2014 the Criminal Code was amended in order to implement the provisions of UN International 
Convention for the Protection of All Persons fi·om Enforced Disappearru1ce signed on 6 February 2007 in 
Paris. 
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