
 

 

 
 

  

 

Harmonious interpretation of different 
rules of international law 

  

“Out of discord comes the fairest harmony”? 
Heraclitus of Ephesus (c. 535 – c. 475 BC) 

 
International law presumes that States intend their multiple international obligations to be interpreted 
consistently with each other. Interpretive techniques have therefore been developed to harmonize 
obligations arising from different rules of international law. But there are limits to how far such techniques 
can go. These techniques, and their limits, affect the development of new rules, the interpretation and 
application of existing rules, and the settlement of international disputes. This seminar will explore 
approaches to reconciling different rules of international law in both the work of the International Law 
Commission and international dispute settlement. 

Chair: Judge Christopher Greenwood 
International Court of Justice 

Speakers: Professor Sean Murphy 
Member of the International Law Commission, George Washington University Law School 

Professor Georg Nolte 
Member and Chair of the International Law Commission, Humboldt University Berlin 

Dr Philippa Webb 
King’s College London, 20 Essex Street Chambers 

Dr Ben Juratowitch QC 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 

Date: Wednesday, 25 October 2017 

Venue: Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
601 Lexington Avenue, 31st Floor, New York, NY 10022 

Time: 6:30 pm followed by a cocktail reception concluding at 8:30pm 

RSVP: To register, please contact:   
E ilw2017@freshfields.com 
T +33 1 44 56 27 45 
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