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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I would like to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the 6th Committee. I assure you 
of the full support of my delegation. 

I would also like to reiterate my delegation's warm welcome to Ambassador Vladimir Voronkov 
and congratulate him on his appointment to lead the Office of Counter-Terrorism. I also extend a 
warm welcome and congratulations to Ms. Michele Coninsx on her new appointment as 
Executive Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate. We trust these appointments 
will lead to further, positive collaboration on the crucial issues at stake and hope they will help 
turn the UN into a leading voice in the fight against terrorism. 

Mr. Chairman, 

From Egypt to London, and from Mali to Mosul, this summer witnessed some of the most 
horrific terror attacks. Terrorists have left a trail of death, blood and grief across the globe and 
show no signs of recoil. 

Unfortunately, Israel has not been spared from this devastating trend. In one of these appalling 
attacks, a terrorist broke into the house of the Salomon family as they gathered around the 
Shabbat dinner table to celebrate the birth of a new grandchild. In cold blood, the terrorist 
stabbed to death the family's 70-year-old grandfather, his daughter and his son - all before the 
eyes of the children and grandchildren. 

And just last week, a Palestinian terrorist exploited his work permit to enter Israel, opened fire, 
killed three young Israeli security personnel and critically injured a fourth. 

The resources to kill are abundant and pervasive, and terror organizations are quick to adapt to 
new modes of strategies and exploit new technologies. Through social media, online chatrooms 
and other user-friendly technologies, the internet becomes a dangerous platform for inspiring 
martyrdom and promoting violent extremism. 

If we want to effectively defeat online incitement preemptively, we must stay ahead of the curve. 
Israel is deeply invested in combatting the challenge of online hatred and abuse of social media 
platforms for the sake of terror. We work with the international community to share best 
practices and find creative solutions to this global threat. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In our unending fight against terrorism, Israel remains committed to the rule of law and the value 
of life. We seek legal tools that are in line with our domestic and international obligations to 
combat terrorism effectively, while upholding these principles. 

1 



Recently, Israel adopted a new, comprehensive counter-terrorism law, addressing how to combat 
emerging threats, while maintaining our commitment to the rule of law. The new law ensures 
due process rights, allowing all terror designations to be challenged in legal proceedings. While, 
in the past, the legal battle against terrorism was covered by a variety of domestic laws, our new 
law offers a holistic, "one-stop shop" approach to combatting terrorism. It is unified, consistent 
and precise. 

It is not an easy balance to protect our citizens against terror, while also staying true to our ideals 
and values. But we remain committed to upholding democratic norms and obligations, even if 
that means our fight against terrorism becomes more difficult. As Aharon Barak, the former 
Israeli Chief Justice, stated, and I quote, "Sometimes, a democracy must fight with one hand tied 
behind its back. Nonetheless, it has the upper hand." 

Mr. Chairman, 

Israel is a dedicated partner in the global efforts to fight terror, and is party to the core 
international instruments of counter-terrorism. We recognize the importance of international 
cooperation, as well as the role of the United Nations in this fight. 

Israel supports a Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism that would underscore 
the fact that - without exception - no cause or grievance justifies terrorism in any form or 
manifestation. 

If this committee seeks to continue playing a central role in the field of counter-terrorism, we 
cannot continue applying different standards to different terror groups. We must adopt a "zero 
tolerance" approach to terrorism in all of its forms. We cannot excuse terrorism under the guise 
of martyrdom, so-called "acts of liberation" or those committed in the name of certain causes or 
by certain groups. 

While, in some cases, diplomacy is the art of compromise, we cannot "compromise for the sake 
of consensus" on any text that excludes any terror organization, or any cause, no matter the 
alleged "justification." 

Finally, we look forward to engaging in the upcoming review of the United Nations Counter
Terrorism Global Strategy, and reiterate our call to implement all four pillars of the Strategy in 
an integrated and balanced manner. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The threat of terror around the world is only growing. We must combine all of our efforts today, 
to defeat the threats of tomorrow. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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