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Mr. Chairman, 

All member states should strive to overcome remaining legal challenges to assert jurisdiction over 
crimes committed by their nationals when they serve as United Nations officials or experts on mission. 
In this regard, it is important to promote international cooperation and assistance to requesting states 
whose domestic law does not envisage extraterritorial jurisdiction, so that they can put in place 
mechanisms to ensure accountability for such crimes. 

Effective prosecution of these crimes also depends on a smooth coordination between states and the 
United Nations. Particularly, states should be promptly and adequately informed of criminal acts that 
may have been committed by their nationals serving as UN officials or experts on mission.  

 

Mr. Chairman,  

Brazil expresses its serious concern over the instances of sexual violence, harassment, exploitation 
and abuse listed in the Secretary General’s report. While it is encouraging to visualize instances in 
which there has been investigation and prosecution, it is also worrisome to see a considerable amount 
of cases lacking information from relevant sources. We take this opportunity to once again express our 
support to the zero-tolerance policy for misconduct and the commission of crimes by United Nations 
officials and experts on mission. When implementing the zero-tolerance policy, due regard should be 
paid to the protection of victims’ rights and to the observance of the rule of law.  

In conclusion, Brazil reiterates its steadfast support to measures aimed at fighting impunity for serious 
crimes, including those committed by United Nations officials and experts on mission. By ensuring that 
credible allegations are properly investigated, perpetrators are brought to justice and victims find 
redress, we contribute to uphold the values that inspire the work of the United Nations. 

 

 Thank you. 

 


