
PERMANENT MISSION

OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK

New York, 31 October 2019 Check Against Delivery
General Assembly

Agenda Item 79, Cluster 11: Report of the International Law Commission on the work

OF ITS SEVENTY-FIRST SESSION (CLUSTER 11)

Statement by Mr. Matthew Edbrooke, Political and Scientific Advisor

Permanent Mission of the Principality of Liechtenstein to the United Nations

Mr Chairman,

Liechtsnstein wGlcomGS th6 rGport of thG International Law Commission, and we wish to place

on record our support for its important work. We take the floor at this point in particular to

express our support for the Commission's decision to include the topic "Sea-level rise in relation

to international law" in its current programme of work, and its establishment of a Study Group

to address the issue. Rising sea levels pose a grave threat to the lives and livelihoods of tens of

millions of people across the globe in the vast majority of member states. Its most severe

consequences are being felt in low-lying island states, notably in the Pacific, where rising sea-

levels threaten access to key natural resources such as clean water and have already begun to

inundate whole islands. For low-level island states, sea-level rise is not simply a practical issue,

but may also impede their ability to fully exercise the right of self-determination. Given these

human implications, the topic should be addressed with the protection of the rights of affected

peoples at its forefront. We look forward to hearing more from the co-chairs on the three sub

topics, in particular on the statehood sub-topic, which has so far been insufficiently addressed in

other authoritative fora.

I thank you.
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