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Italy’s contribution to the United Nations is 
characterized by a strong commitment to 
the promotion and development of the rule 
of law. Its consistent policy of strengthe-
ning the role of international law, interna-
tional institutions and effective multilate-
ralism has earned worldwide respect. For 
example, Italy has hosted international 
meetings and diplomatic conferences 
leading to the adoption of international 
instruments that codify international law 
and help to lay the cornerstones of interna-
tional co-existence, such as the internatio-
nal treaties on counterterrorism and the 
repression of international crimes. Italy 
also funds and participates actively in the 
United Nations Programme of Assistance 
in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and 
Wider Appreciation of International Law. 
This commitment at the national level 
reflects in the major contribution of Italian 
scholars to the development of internatio-
nal law. In addition to their considerable 
publications in the field, they have long 
been members of international tribunals 
and bodies devoted to the advancement of 
the rule of law in international relations. 
The International Law Commission (ILC), in 
particular, has benefitted from the leading 
role played, in some of its most complex 
and significant codifications, by its Italian 
members, including Roberto Ago, Gaetano 
Arangio-Ruiz, and Giorgio Gaja, to name a 
few. 

It is against this background, and after a 
careful evaluation of the most qualified 
candidates, that Italy is pleased to nomina-
te Professor Giuseppe Nesi, a renowned 
scholar with an outstanding academic 
record and solid experience in diplomatic 
affairs, as a candidate to the ILC for 
the 2023-2027 term (elections to be 
held in November 2021). Professor Nesi 
is ready to offer his expertise and 
experience to help further develop and 
strengthen the ILC. While ensuring the 
highest standards of integrity and 
independence, Professor Nesi – as a 
former delegate of the Sixth Committee 
of the General Assembly – is strongly 
committed to an ongoing 
interaction between the ILC and the 
Sixth Committee, in the conviction 
that the works of the ILC must 
ultimately serve the community of 
States represented in the United 
Nations General Assembly. 



Throughout his career, Professor Giuseppe 
Nesi has combined an intense scholarly 
activity with distinguished diplomatic 
experience at the bilateral and multilateral 
levels.

Since 1992, he has taught International 
Law, Law of International Institutions, 
International Human Rights and European 
Union Law at the University of Trento, 
where he has been the Dean of the Law 
School (2012-2018) and a founder of the 
School of International Studies. He has also 
taught and lectured at universities and 
research centers in Italy and abroad on a 
range of international law topics, including 
international organizations, human rights, 
counterterrorism and international criminal 
justice. He has published extensively in the 
field of public international law and the law 
of international organizations. 
In 2013, he was appointed as an indepen-
dent member of the Italian Inter-ministe-
rial Committee for Human Rights, as a 
human rights expert.

Giuseppe Nesi has served as the Vice 
President of the Italian Society of Interna-
tional Law and European Union Law. He is a 
member of several scholarly associations, 
including the European Society of Interna-
tional Law, the French Society of Interna-
tional Law, the International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law, the International Law 
Association and the Italian Society for 
International Organization, which is the 
UNA representative for Italy. He is on the 
Board of Governors of the International 
Association of Law Schools and is currently 
the General Editor of the Italian Yearbook of 
International Law. 

In addition to his teaching and research, 
Professor Nesi has served as a legal 
advisor to the Italian Diplomatic Corps and 
to international institutions. Since 1992 he 
has been a Legal Counsellor to the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Internatio-
nal Cooperation. His assignments have 
included Legal Adviser to the Italian 
Mission in New York (2002-2010); in 
2010-11, he was appointed Legal Adviser 
to the President of the UN General Assem-
bly. During his time in New York, he partici-
pated in numerous bilateral and multilate-
ral negotiations on delicate and complex 
issues and represented Italy in all the 
activities of the Sixth Committee of the 
General Assembly and related bodies. He 
was the Vice-Chair of the Special Commit-
tee on the Charter of the United Nations 
and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization, and was the Legal Adviser of 
the Italian Delegation in the Security Coun-
cil. 

Professor Giuseppe Nesi received a Law 
Degree from the University of Catania, a 
Master of Arts in International Affairs from 
the Johns Hopkins University and a PhD in 
International Law from the University of 
Rome “La Sapienza.” 
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Peer reviewer of articles and books on various topics of international law for Italian and foreign institutions, journals and 
publishers.
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