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Mr. Chair,

[ warmly congratulate you and other members of the Bureau on your election. You can count
on my delegation’s full support and cooperation for a productive session. Bangladesh aligns
itself with the statements made on behalf of OIC and NAM. I thank the Secretary General for
his report under this agenda item.

Mr. Chair,

Bangladesh maintains a stringent policy of ‘zero tolerance’ towards terrorism and violent
extremism. We have encountered acts of terror on a few occasions. However, the strong
determination and unflinching commitment of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and timely
action, helped us to launch a nation-wide movement to fight the menace of terrorism.

We are party to all international counter-terrorism instruments. We have also joined a
number of related regional initiatives in order to combat terrorism, violent extremism and
financing of terrorism.

At the national level, we have put in place comprehensive laws, namely, the ‘Anti-Terrorism
Act’ and the ‘Money Laundering Prevention Act’. We are also in the process of drafting the
country’s first National Counter Terrorism Strategy in line with the UN Global Counter
Terrorism Strategy.



Mr. Chair

Terrorism does not respect national borders. Therefore, we have to act together to eliminate
the menace. [ wish to make a few points in this regard:

First, The UN should lead and steer the global discourse and action in a more robust and
coordinated manner. As the apex global norm setting body, we wish to see the UN making
definitive progress in the work of developing a comprehensive convention on terrorism
based on convergences on the underlying causes of terrorism and violent extremism.

Second, terrorism cannot be seen from a mere operational perspective. Rather we must
identify the root causes and invest in their elimination. Poverty, inequalities and other
development challenges must be eliminated. At the same time, we must also look into the
factors that foment grievances, exclusion and ideological misgivings and eventually lead to
association of individuals, especially the youth, with terrorist or extremist organizations.
Strengthening democratic values and rule of law at national and international level is
imperative in this regard.

Third, capacity and technology gaps are one of the major obstacles faced by many member
states in complying with the provisions set forth in the United Nations Global Counter
Terrorism Strategy and Security Council Resolution 1373. The UN’s leadership in forging
partnership in developing legal and policy frameworks in member states as well as in
implementing the national and international regulations against terrorism is critical.

Fourth, like any other security phenomenon, terrorism also has a disproportionate impact
on women. Women are often forced to act as recruiters. They are also subjected to sexual
violence in captivity by the terrorist groups. In order to prevent this, we must promote
gender equality and empowerment of women in all aspects including security discourses.
We also call for implementation of WPS agenda, including Security Council resolution 2242.
In this regard, | am happy to highlight that in Bangladesh, we have adopted a National Action
Plan on Women Peace and Security which has recognized women’s particular role in
countering terrorism and preventing violent extremism, and has included specific action
points in this regard.

Finally, upholding the rights and needs of the victims of terrorism is a critical part of the global
counter terrorism efforts. International support for victims of terrorism must receive
priority attention. In this regard, we thank the UNOCT for convening the First UN Global
Congress of Victims of Terrorism on 08-09 September 2022 at the United Nations
Headquarters. The Congress allowed the audience to learn about good practices undertaken
by Member States and civil society organizations, while ensuring that victims’ voices were



heard and that their experiences help shape the way forward in their own countries and
across borders.
Mr. Chair,

Let me conclude by reiterating my country’s abiding commitment to remain a strong and
reliable partner of all international efforts to counter terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.

[ thank you Mr. Chair.



