BRAZIL

The Permanent Mission of Portugal
to the United Nations

On behalf of Brazil, Portugal and Tiirkiye

We would like to cordially invite you to attend a Panel Discussion on

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT UNDER THE BBN]J
AGREEMENT

Tuesday, 22 October 2024, 1.15-2.45pm EST
Venue: Permanent Mission of Tiirkiye to the United Nations
Light lunch will be served

Context

The Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of
Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (BBN]J) was adopted on 19 June 2023 after
almost two decades of negotiations. This was a positive outcome for the oceans,
for multilateralism, for the cause of sustainable development. The Agreement
will enter into force 120 days after the deposit of the 60™ instrument of
ratification, approval, acceptance or accession. When expressing consent to the
BBN]J Agreement, States may wish to consider their choice of dispute settlement
procedures.

While States may have different views on dispute settlement mechanisms,
the approach adopted by the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
provided the necessary flexibility to encourage universal ratification of this
instrument. Such an approach inspired the BBN]J Agreement and informed the
packaged deal achieved in 2023, which has also enabled accession of non-parties
of UNCLOS to the BBN]J Agreement without prejudice to their legal position vis-
a-vis UNCLOS.

During the event, panelists and attendees will examine topics such as the
relevance of dispute settlement mechanisms to the law of the sea applied to areas
beyond national jurisdiction; negotiations that culminated on Part IV of the BBN]
Agreement; the relationship between the provisions of Part XV of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea and the BBNJ Agreement; requests for advisory
opinions; exclusions from jurisdiction; and the role of the International Tribunal
on the Law of the Sea.
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Provisional agenda

1:15pm - 1:21pm: Welcome remarks

H.E. Ambassador Ahmet Yildiz, Permanent Representative of Tiirkiye to the
United Nations in New York (up to 3 minutes)

H.E. Ambassador Sérgio Danese, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the
United Nations in New York (up to 3 minutes)

1:22pm - 2:10pm: Panel discussion

Speakers

H.E. Prof. Niliifer Oral, Professor of International Law at the Istanbul Bilgi
University, Member of the International Law Commission, former Legal
Adviser of the Turkish Foreign Ministry; (up to 12 minutes)

H.E. Prof. George Galindo, Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Brazil, Member of the International Law Commission, Arbitrator and
Conciliator under Article 2 of Annexes V and VII of the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea; (up to 12 minutes)

H.E. Prof. Patricia Galvao Teles, Senior Legal Consultant on International
Law at the Legal Department of the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Member of the International Law Commission, Member of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration. (up to 12 minutes);

H.E. Ambassador Rena Lee, Ambassador for International Law of Singapore,
President of the BBN] Intergovernmental Conference. (up to 12 minutes)

2:10pm - 2:40pm: Questions & Answers
2-40pm: Closing remarks (up to 3 minutes)

H.E. Ambassador Rui Vinhas, Permanent Representative of Portugal to the
United Nations in New York



