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Introduction 

1. On 14 May 2023, the Applicant, a Project Control Officer with the Office of 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (“UNHCR”) in Addis Ababa, 

filed an application contesting the 15 March 2023 decision of the UNCHR Medical 

Section to revoke the validity of his Periodic Medical Examination (“PME”). 

2. On 16 June 2023, the Respondent filed his reply, in which he questioned, 

inter alia, the receivability of the application. 

3. By Order No. 99 (GVA/2023) of 15 August 2023, the Tribunal instructed the 

Applicant to file a rejoinder, which he did on 30 August 2023. 

4. By Order No. 36 (GVA/2024) of 19 April 2024, the Tribunal rejected the 

Applicant’s motion for anonymity and instructed the parties to file closing 

submissions by 3 May 2024. 

5. By email dated 2 May 2024, the Applicant informed the Tribunal that it would 

appeal Order No. 36 (GVA/2024). 

6. On 3 May 2024, the Respondent filed his closing submissions. 

7. By email dated 29 May 2024, the Registry of the Appeals Tribunal confirmed 

that the Applicant filed an interlocutory appeal of Order No. 36 (GVA/2024). 

Consideration 

8. While the Dispute Tribunal’s Rules of Procedure do not contain a provision 

determining the suspension of proceedings when a party appeals an interlocutory 

order, art. 10.1 of its Statute allows the Dispute Tribunal to suspend proceedings in 

a case at the request of the parties.  

9. Considering that the Applicant appealed Order No. 36 (GVA/2024), which 

contains this Tribunal’s decision on the Applicant’s request for anonymity and on 

the fact that this matter would be decided without holding a hearing on the merits, 

a suspension of proceedings is justified by reasons of judicial economy. To proceed 

otherwise would risk the integrity of the present proceedings. 
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Conclusion 

10. In view of the foregoing, it is ORDERED THAT the proceedings in this 

matter are suspended until the Applicant’s appeal of Order No. 36 (GVA/2024) is 

resolved and a decision is rendered. 

(Signed) 

Judge Sun Xiangzhuang 

Dated this 31st day of May 2024 

Entered in the Register on this 31st day of May 2024 

(Signed) 

René M. Vargas M., Registrar, Geneva 

 


