Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs
Meeting of Deputies of DESA, Regional Commissions and UNCTAD
 Monday, 27 March 2006
Draft Agenda
1. Briefing on the status of the mandates’ review and of the General Assembly’s consultations on the World Summit’s decisions on ECOSOC 
EC-ESA Heads, at their meeting of 16 February 2006, agreed to make support to ECOSOC’s new functions a common strategic priority.  The General Assembly’s consultations on the follow-up to the World Summit’s decisions on ECOSOC and on development are on-going.  The meeting will be updated on the status of these consultations.  
The meeting will also be updated on the status of the Secretary-General’s report on the review of mandates.

EC-ESA Heads may also be briefed about the preparations for the 2006 substantive session of ECOSOC, especially about roundtable discussions on the launching of Annual Ministerial Reviews and the Development Cooperation Forum. These roundtables would provide an opportunity for EC-ESA members to share information about their possible contributions to these two activities.  

2. Follow-up to EC-ESA Principals’ decisions on priorities and programmes
On 16 February 2006, EC-ESA principals agreed on a set of priorities derived from the World Summit and on a range of actions to advance these priorities and adapt the Committee’s working methods.  The meeting will be presented with a draft workprogramme bringing together these priorities and actions.  It will be also have before it a draft tentative schedule and agenda for the meetings of EC-ESA Deputies and Principals in the coming year.   Such advance planning is expected to improve substantive preparations of the work of EC-ESA, including by helping to effectively engage the EC-ESA’s Members.  
The meeting will be invited to provide guidance on the tentative calendar and to provide any comment on the priorities and actions reflected in the draft programme.  
The meeting could also exchange ideas on policy papers that EC-ESA could prepare this year, for consideration by the Principals.  Among the possibilities are: issues to be considered at the “new” ECOSOC (such as aid effectiveness, innovative sources of financing for development); Post conflict peace building policies (e.g addressing investment in post-conflict countries; or Promoting the foundations of sustainable development in post conflict societies); Policies to speed up implementation in specific areas of the Development Agenda such as Science and technology , including ICT; violence against women; or ensuring a coherent UN approach to social and economic rights.  
3. Informal exchange of views on the UNDG MDG action plan

A draft MDG action plan has been prepared under the aegis of UNDG.  It is expected to be endorsed by UNDG Programme Group on 28 March and by UNDG on 8 April.  The meeting could have an informal exchange of views on the draft plan, so that EC-ESA Members may convey coherent views to the Programme Group meeting the following day and to UNDG.   
It may also exchange views on EC-ESA’s contribution to the implementation of the plan.  
4. Other matters
