
                                                                                                                                                         INVITATION to a SIDE EVENT   on the occasion of the FfD Forum  co-hosted by Bangladesh, Brazil and Switzerland in collaboration with the OECD and UNCDF on  The Role of Impact Investment in Reaching the SDGs   Tuesday, 24 April 2018, 1.15 - 2.45 pm UNHQ, Conference Room 7 Light lunch will be served by the Vienna Café   Program   Introductory Remarks by Ambassador Pio Wennubst, Assistant Director General, Head of the Global Cooperation Department, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation  Panel Discussion among  - Marcos Vinicius de Souza, Secretary of Innovation and New Business, Ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Services, Brazil  - Anthony (Tonee) Ndungu, Founder and CIO, Kytabu  - Judith Karl, Executive Secretary, United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF)   - Rodrigo Salvado, Deputy Director, Development Policy and Finance, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation  moderated by Karen Wilson, Finance for Sustainable Development, Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD   Interactive discussion with the audience (representatives of member states, private sector, civil society) Lead discussant: Representative of the Government of Bangladesh sharing their experience  Wrap up and closing remarks by Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, Chair of the Development Assistance Committee, OECD      



  The challenges for mobilising financial resources for sustainable development are huge; according to UNCTAD, an estimated 5-7 trillion USD are needed per year to achieve the SDGs. Official development assistance (ODA) remains essential to many developing countries, yet ODA alone will not be enough to meet the SDG financing gap. Delivering resources at the scale required to achieve the SDGs requires action from a wide range of actors working together. Private finance will play an increasingly important role in bringing additional resources to help developing countries achieve the SDGs. It is therefore important to find new ways of engaging with the private sector as a key partner, including through impact investing. It is increasingly clear that a key to the achievement of Agenda 2030 lies with the private sector.   An increasing number of companies and investors are looking for opportunities that will generate not only a financial return, but also have a positive social and environmental impact. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) in paragraphs 37 and 42 explicitly mentions impact investing as a means to achieve the SDGs.  Impact investment not only catalyses private sector financing to address the SDGs, but also brings innovative new approaches to addressing social and environmental issues as well as accountability for outcomes.  Interest in impact investment is rising among private, public and institutional investors, underpinned by the recognition of the urgency and scale of global problems and the critical role of the private sector in addressing these issues. However, there is still a need to improve the enabling environment for impact investment as well as develop robust evidence in the field about transaction and performance data, financing approaches and effective policies.   The aim of this event is to demonstrate the importance and potential of impact investment as well as to provide an overview of selected initiatives that are being undertaken to facilitate the development of the field:  - Highlighting the importance of policy and the creation of an enabling environment for impact investment with the examples of Brazil and other countries  - Sharing concrete examples of the innovative work of social entrepreneurs in the field as well as experiences of impact investors  - Presenting the impact investment work of UNCDF which focuses on Least Developed Countries (LDCs)  - Showcasing the work of the OECD in building the evidence base in the field of impact investment and learning from practices and emerging policy recommendations                   RSVP to natalie.ulrich@eda.admin.ch and melanie.leuenberger@eda.admin.ch by April 19th. For participants who do not hold UN Grounds Pass, UN Security will issue name-specific entry passes for which registration is a must. Entry to the venue is from the 46th Street, 1st Avenue entrance. In addition to the UN Security access pass, a government-issued photo identification (which matches the name given for UN Security pass) is required to enter the premises. 


