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Keeping forests standing:

Pathway out of poverty

or 

Roadblock to immiseration?
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2 May 2017

• Turning standing forests into reliable income streams at scale has 
proven challenging

• Loss of forest goods and services can make poor households and 
poor countries worse off 

• Deforestation threatens further immiseration of poor people and 
poor countries by accelerating climate change

• Policies in industrialized countries are key parts of the solution: 
commodity markets and forest-carbon finance
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Credit: NASA Earth Observatory
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Credit: NOAA/Wikimedia 

Commons
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Why Forests? Why Now? 

Order from 
Amazon.com 

Background papers 
available at: 
https://www.cgdev.org/p
age/wfwn-paper-series

Infographics available 
upon request


