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OREST BY GLOBAL CLIMATIC DOMAINTHE WORLD’S FORESTS: 31% OF TOTAL LAND AREA – 4.06 BILLION HECTARES 

Source: FAO’s Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020



FOREST BY GLOBAL ECOLOGICAL ZONE



▪ > 60,000 different tree species
▪ 60% of all vascular plants are found 

in tropical forests
▪ 80% of all amphibian species 
▪ 75% of all bird species
▪ 68% of all mammal species
▪ > 1 million insects and soil microbes 

FORESTS ARE HOME TO MOST OF EARTH’S TERRESTRIAL DIVERSITY



FORESTS PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES FOR ALL PEOPLE 



FORESTS PROVIDE 
PRODUCTS, 

LIVELIHOODS AND 
HUMAN WELLBEING



DEFORESTATION IS SLOWING DOWN – BUT WE ARE STILL LOSING 
AN AREA TWICE THE SIZE OF COSTA RICA EVERY YEAR
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Annual rate of forest expansion and deforestation, 1990–2020 
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Source: FAO’s Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020
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AFRICA CURRENTLY HAS THE HIGHEST NET LOSS OF FOREST 
AREA

Source: FAO’s Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020



THE MAIN DRIVER OF DEFORESTATION IS AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION

▪ Large-scale agriculture: 40%
▪ Small-scale agriculture: 33%



BELOW THE CANOPY: RAPID DECLINE OF FOREST VERTEBRATES

Source: Green et al., 2019.



AICHI TARGET 11 HAS BEEN MET FOR FORESTS: 
18% OF ALL FORESTS ARE LOCATED IN PROTECTED 
AREAS

Source: FAO’s Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020



MORE THAT HALF OF THE WORLD’S FOREST HAVE A LONG-TERM 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

Source: FAO’s Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020



WE MUST TAKE BOLD 
ACTIONS TO REVERSE THE 
LOSS OF FORESTS AND 
THEIR BIODIVERSITY FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF PEOPLE
AND THE PLANET




