Mr. Chairman

[Ladies and gentlemen]

On behalf of the Portuguese Government I am particularly pleased to be taking part of this historic ceremony and to have this opportunity to reaffirm our commitment in the promotion of universal respect and observance of the human rights, fundamental freedoms and equality of all human beings.

Today we reaffirm unequivocally that human rights are the rights of persons with disabilities!

Before continuing I would like to greet the United Nations, namely the chairs of the Ad hoc Committee and in particular the dedication and determination of Ambassador Don McKay, all Governments, all the representatives of civil society and, amongst all, the people with disabilities who played a vital role in the adoption, in such a short time, of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

The active involvement of persons with disabilities from all over the world   in the negotiations of this Convention is also undeniably symbolic because it expresses the universal acknowledgement that persons with disabilities should have the opportunity to be actively involved in decision-making processes and in the construction of our societies.

On the other hand, this UN Convention and the Protocol strongly commits the worlds’ governments, and the United Nations itself, to ensure the full participation of people with disabilities in all spheres of life through the raising of awareness of their rights and dignity and the removal of obstacles and barriers they face in the access to the goods and services in society.

We are all aware that persons with disabilities, in fact 650 million persons in the all world, still face specific and absolutely not tolerable limitations to their fully and equally participation in society.

It is therefore time to change our legislations, our societies and our attitudes.

In Portugal, for example, there have been significant improvements in this field.

The Secretary of State for the Rehabilitation has been developing a mainstreamed approach to Disability policies through the implementation of the first Action Plan for the integration of persons with disabilities and the adoption of the National Accessibility Plan. 

These political instruments prohibit discrimination based on disability and set up concrete national targets in different areas ( such as education, employment, culture, information society, public transportation and physical environment) aimed to remove  the obstacles to the full participation of these citizens in the labour market, community life and knowledge-based society. 

It is important to recognize the tremendous progress we achieved with the adoption and signature of the United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

But our work does not end here. A lot of work remains to be done: the expeditious ratification of the Convention and our firm determination to actively promote the full realization and enjoyment of all human rights by persons with disabilities.

I will end by stressing that the Portuguese government is engaged within the framework of international co-operation, at the European Union, at the United Nations and, naturally in the context of the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries to continue contributing to the achievement of the universal rights of persons with disabilities.
Thank you very much.
