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Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities

7th Session, 16 January -3 February 2006
New York, USA
27 January 2006
ORAL STATEMENT – Draft Article 33: National Implementation and Monitoring
Chairperson, Delegates
Amnesty International welcomes the commitment expressed by many delegations during current and past sessions of this Ad Hoc Committee to ensure that the Convention provides for a strong and vigorous approach to implementation of the treaty and to monitoring at both the national and international levels. The inclusion of national monitoring and implementation, as a separate article in the “Chair’s Text” and as a complement to the provision on an international mechanism for monitoring, should be maintained.

However, we believe that further improvements could be made to paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 33 of the October 2005 Chair’s Text through increased clarity and further specifications. In its discussion paper on national implementation, prepared in advance of the last session of this Committee, Amnesty International considered in more detail some elements of a national implementation framework and outlined some necessary attributes
 In the context of today’s debate on draft Article 33 we would like to emphasize the following points:
First, while a government focal point, as proposed in the current draft, could indeed strengthen national implementation, its effectiveness will ultimately depend on its status within government and its mandate. It will be important that governmental focal points do not operate in isolation but rather possess the authority to effectively foster intra-governmental coordination. Further, government focal points should be specifically required to cooperate with the international mechanism – particularly in connection with periodic reporting, follow up to and implementation of recommendations emanating from the international mechanism. We believe that the Convention could be more specific in regard to these attributes without being too prescriptive.
Secondly, in addition to the designation of a government focal point – and preferably in a separate paragraph – the Article should require states to put in place a broader and inclusive coordinating mechanism such as a national coordinating committee, rather than merely giving “due consideration” to their establishment as phrased in the current draft. Such a coordinating mechanism should provide a forum for inclusive policy evaluation and formulation aimed at strengthening implementation of the rights contained in the Convention. Such coordinating mechanisms should consist of the government focal point, representatives from relevant government authorities, national human rights institutions or specialized human rights institutions for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, relevant non-governmental organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities.
Finally, Amnesty International strongly believes that the concept of promoting, protecting and monitoring at the national level by independent institutions needs to be strengthened in Article 33. Paragraph 2 of the current draft refers to “a framework to promote, protect and monitor implementation”. Institutions mandated to promote, protect and monitor the rights of persons with disabilities under the Convention must be independent and have the powers and resources to be effective. The relevant provision should, therefore, contain reference to some necessary attributes of such a framework. This must – at a very minimum – include that national mechanisms to promote, protect and monitor should operate in accordance with the “Paris Principles”, whose importance was underlined by the High Commissioner for Human Rights this morning.
Thank you, Chairperson.



� Strengthening implementation at the national level, Discussion paper on Article 25 of the draft Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, AI Index: IOR 40/029/2005, September 2005.
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