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ARTICLE 25 – HEALTH

We cannot have an article that does not take into account extreme poverty and economic deprivation among persons with disabilities, particularly from developing countries.

FPD suggests that paragraph (b) should be redrafted as follows:-

Provide those heath services needed by persons with disabilities specifically because of their disabilities including early identification and intervention as appropriate and services designed to minimize and prevent further disabilities including amongst children and the elderly free of charge.

It would be expecting too much to ask a person with disability living at US one dollar per day to fund an operation to correct his/her disability which may cost, for example, US dollars 1,000 to be carried out.  Failure to carry out this operation may mean that the person with disability (his degree of disability may worsen) may not be able to enjoy his human rights as he/she could have enjoyed if the operation had been done.

It does not look proper for the State parties to claim to have no resources, since failure to act on early identification and to take appropriate action may result to a person with a disability requiring to be provided with more State resources for life which may not have been the case if action had been taken early.
ARTICLE 26 – HABILITATION AND REHABILITATION

We cannot have an article that does not take into account extreme poverty and economic deprivation among persons with disabilities, particularly from developing countries.

FPD suggests that the Chapeau be redrafted as follows:-

1- States parties shall take effective and appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to attain their maximum independence, fullest physical mental, social and vocational ability and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life.  To that end, States parties shall organize, strengthen and extend free of charge comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation services, particularly in areas of health, employment, education and social services in such a way that:-

We have given the reasons for this on explanation for redrafting of Article 25 paragraph (b).

We belief that with political will and international cooperation, this will be possible.

It should be noted that free primary education has now become a reality in a number of countries after such a convention on the rights of the children provident for it.
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