Article 21

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND OPINION AND Replace ACCESS by RIGHT TO INFORMATION
States Parties shall take all appropriate (DELETE: appropriate, replace with EFFECTIVE) measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise their right to freedom of expression and opinion, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas on an equal basis with others and through sign languages, and Braille, and augmentative (ADD: “and”) alternative (ADD: “modes and means of”) communication and all other accessible means, modes and formats of communication (ADD: “including electronic communication”) of their choice, including by:

(a)
providing information intended for the general public in a timely manner and without additional cost to persons with disabilities in accessible formats and technologies appropriate to different kinds of disabilities;

(a) accepting and facilitating the use of sign languages, and Braille, and augmentative alternative communication and all other accessible means, modes and formats of communication of their choice by persons with disabilities in official interactions;

(c)
(DELETE THE WHOLE PARAGRAPH: urging private entities that provide services to the general public including through the internet to provide information and services in accessible and usable formats for persons with disabilities;)

(JUSTIFICATION: this issue has been moved to article 9 Accessibility)

(DELETE THE WHOLE PARAGRAPH (d): urging the mass media, including providers of information through the Internet, to make their services accessible to persons with disabilities;)

(JUSTIFICATION: same as above)
(e) REPLACE “[[developing] [recognizing] [promoting] a national sign language.]” BY “recognising and promoting   sign languages;”

(JUSTIFICATION: There are several countries with more than one sign language)

(NEW (f) “recognizing Braille as the official script for blind persons;”)
(JUSTIFICATION: This is to ensure that States recognize Braille as the script for blind people, and also to ensure that technology is not seen as an acceptable alternative solution which will exclude Braille as a script.)

(NEW (g) “ providing training in communication and languages skills to persons with disabilities and to interpreters, assistants and intermediaries such as spoken and signed languages and tactile communication interpreters, note takers, readers and augmentative and alternative communication assistants, to ensure that persons with disabilities can make use of their freedom of expression and opinion in their preferred language or modes and mean of communication”)
(NEW (h) “facilitating access by persons with disabilities to high-quality communication aids, devices, assistive technologies, interpreters and forms of live assistance, including by making them available at affordable cost",)

(JUSTIFICATION: Ensuring availability and access to communication aids, assistive technologies, interpreters and communication assistants is of paramount importance in enabling freedom of expression to persons with communication needs; just as access to mobility aids is vital in facilitating liberty of movement - and is indeed ensured in Article 20 on Personal Mobility.)
(NEW (i) “respecting the freedom of expression, opinion and belief of persons with disabilities, including about the experience of disability and the freedom to choose practices of support for well-being, based on personal opinions and beliefs and ensuring that no person with a disability is subject to coercion which would impair the freedom to have or adopt a belief of his or her choice.”)

