In the United Nations

Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities

Seventh Session

Intervention by

People with Disability Australia Incorporated

Special Population Groups

Mr Chairperson: 

This intervention is made on behalf of People with Disability Australia. Thank you for the opportunity to address the Ad Hoc Committee.

In this session of the Committee, many Governments have acknowledged that women with disability experience multiple and aggravated forms of human rights abuse as a result of the intersection of disability and gender.  Examples of human rights abuse that result specifically from the intersection of disability and gender include the denial of sexuality, sterilisation, greater rates of institutionalisation than for men with disability, higher rates of voluntary and forced removal of children, and poor or no access to health programs and services, including in relation to women’s health.  

The poorest of the poor are disproportionately women with disability.  Women with disability – much more so than their non-disabled female peers - are denied access to education and employment, and have no means of developing economic independence.  We therefore support those State Parties that have called for gender mainstreaming within the education and employment articles.
Although there is no question that the needs and concerns of women with disability should be of central importance in international and national implementation and monitoring measures under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), in practice this has not been the case.  Women with disability are not mentioned in CEDAW, and to date they have been virtually ignored in its implementation as well as in State reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women.

We believe it is essential that the human rights of women with disability are specifically recognised in this convention. This will highlight the multiple discrimination confronting women with disability and thereby ensure gender equity throughout this Convention.   In the absence of specific recognition, women with disability will remain invisible and be ignored in implementation measures, thus further entrenching pre-existing disadvantages. 

Reference to women in this convention must not result in CEDAW being taken not to apply to women with disability. It is essential that all human rights set forth in this convention, and in CEDAW, must apply, and be seen to apply, to women with disability. In this respect we strongly advocate a ‘twin track approach’ to addressing the human rights of women with disability, under which this convention and CEDAW are structurally interlinked.  The best means of achieving this is a general interpretative article.

For reasons we do not have time to outline here, we also strongly advocate specific recognition of children and young persons in this convention, and other specific population groups who experience multiple and aggravated forms of discrimination and social disadvantage, such as indigenous persons, and those living in rural remote and small island communities.  Again, we think the best approach is the inclusion of an interpretative article dealing with this issue.  In this respect we would like to again highlight the Australian proposals for the recognition of specific population groups.

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Ad Hoc Committee.
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