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HEALTH

States Parties recognise that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health without discrimination on the basis of a disability.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities to health, and health related rehabilitation services.  In particular, States Parties shall: 

 (a)
ensure that persons with disabilities, are provided with the same level of health services as provided to other persons, including sexual and reproductive health services and population-based public health programmes; within the same system as other members of society.  
 (b) 
initiate programmes run by multidisciplinary teams of health personnel for early detection of disabilities and early intervention, to prevent and reduce avoidable disability in all age groups, and at the same time extend comprehensive rehabilitation services to enhance abilities. 

These programmes need to have strong linkages with the education and employment sectors and be done with full participation of persons with disabilities, their families, and the organizations of persons with disabilities
(c)
provide these health services as close as possible to people's own communities, making use of local resources when possible. These services also need to have good standards of accessibility including in rural areas and have a strong and easy linkage with the referral or specialized services. 

(d)
require health professionals to provide the same quality of care to persons with disabilities as to others on the basis of free and informed consent.


Where necessary, State Parties shall raise awareness of the human rights, dignity, autonomy and needs of persons with disabilities through training and the promulgation of ethical standards for public and private healthcare; 
(e)
ensure that all health care personnel have access to adequate methods and technologies, be adequately trained and equipped to provide good medical and health care to persons with disabilities with an aim to preserve or improve their level of functioning.
(f)
provide an equal focus on all levels of care, primary, secondary and tertiary, which includes corrective or reconstructive methods, assistive devices, and other measures, to optimize abilities.
(g)
ensure that health related rehabilitation services also promote equal participation, enhancement of quality of life, and reduction of physical, social and attitudinal barriers.
(h)
ensure the provision at affordable price, of commonly needed assistive devices; prostheses and orthoses, and equipment such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, canes and those required by persons with intellectual/cognitive disabilities; and to support the development, production, distribution and servicing of these devices as important measures to achieve the equalization of opportunities. 

(i)
prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities in all aspects of social life, including the provision of health and life insurances, where permitted by national law, and assure that these are provided in a fair and reasonable manner.

