Article 18: Participation in Political and Public Life

1. AODP perceives the importance of having this article as a basic article of the Agreement.

2.  AODP believes that the most important issues involved in this article are the following:

A. Admitting that political participation is a right of people with disabilities being citizens equal to others in terms of rights and duties.

B.  The need to consider such right obligatory to the parties. We then have to shun using  words such as: allowing, encouraging, and working on, etc.

C.  People with disabilities of expertise in any area have the right to represent their own countries in all local, regional and international gatherings, conventions, meetings and conferences.

D.  Party states are committed to provide all facilities that help people with disabilities exercise all their political rights.

3. AODP sees that the Agreement must include a number of articles that determine all guarantees that ensure enjoying such right.

